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INTRODUCTION. 



OF Henry Crosse,— the author of Vertu^s Common^ 
wealthy — I have absolutely failed to recover any- 
thing biog^phicaL Various CROSSES have turned up in the 
course of my utterly disproportionate researches — one, 
Thomas Crosse a Verse-writer and Verse-coUector con- 
temporary, of whom I should gladly learn more — but 
nothing whatever on this our Henry Crosse. Nor is there 
in his book those personal allusions that in not a few cases 
have guided to information. 

Mr. W. C. Hazlitt, j.«., registers the following: "The 
Schoole of Pollide ; or the arraignment erf* State-abuses, 
directing Magistrates, adorning the Court, and beautifying 
the whole Commonwealth. London 1605 410." No copy 
of this is apparently known. I have a suspicion that should 
one be recovered it will prove to be a re-issue of Vertu/s 
Cammomvealth — the exemplar of which in the Bodleian is 
believed to be unique. I cannot suppose that the SchooU 
of Pollide couM be the second book on ^ Justice ** semi- 
promised by the author in Vertu/s Camnumwealth (p. 13.) 
In the Epistle-dedicatory of the present treatise he seems 
to intimate something worthier, e^.^ ^ If . . . . your bounties 
wil deign to giue free admittance to this homely worke, I 
(hall be prouoked not to end with this my rude beginning; 
but (Iriue to ihewe fome greater monument of my loue 
hecreaftcr." (p-4.) 

That which gives Vertu^s Onmmcnweakh a daim on 
revival to-day and rescue from the perils of a solitary ex- 
emplar, b its graphic portraiture of ^ men and maimers " of 
the period, more eq>ecially in the latter half under 'Vice' 
(p. 50 onwards). Like Dante's * Inferno/ fdiich cdipses his 



vi Introduction. 

' Paradiso/ in its own lowly sphere, the *Vice' is far superior 
to the * VertupJ For whil^ the latter is not without "good 
words," well-put maxims, apt ethical apophthegms, pungent 
and memorable sayings and scholarly anecdotes and re- 
ferences, it is (in my judgment) in his sketches illustrative of 
the * Vice ' of the age that we must find the salt of the book. 
The portraitures or word-etchings are bitten in with con- 
siderable skill and evident gfusto. You have the ' Spend- 
thrift,' the ' Cornhoarder,' the 'Drunkard,' the * Upstart/ 
the ' Idler,' the * Counterfeit Gentle ' ( = well-born), the 
'Fool Corydon,' the 'Painted Faces' of Fashion — ^their 'hair 
as short as their eye-brows,' — 'Cold Charitie,' 'hard-hearted 
Christians,' the ' base Tapster or Oastler ' — " who will be 
as fine as a gentleman " — the alluring ' gay Ladies,' the 
' Simple Men ' in high-places and their attempts at ' public- 
speaking,' 'Christmas-keepers,' the final account at the 
'celestial Assize,' &c., &c., &c. — roughly dashed off, yet 
with cunning touches. His exposure of the ' loose pam- 
phlets ' and ' love-books ' and the over-indulgence of 
'Night-Plays,' is a vital contribution to contemporary 
History. The student-reader will recognize hits at Shake- 
speare, Ben Jonson and others (pp. 102 onward, 112, 113, 
117, I iS et a/idi) One margin-note, "The Documents of 
Playes," starts questions in relation to its text (p. 116). 
He has highest esteem for 'modem Poets* and 'modest 
Poetrie.' 

In Notes and Illustrations — wherein I exclude trite 
classical names, &c. — certain noticeable words and phrases 
are recorded. 

How it IS that Vertue's Commonwealth survives in only 
the Bodleian exemplar it is difficult to explain. 

ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 

^A Georges Vestry ^ BUnchbum, 
October rSyS, 



V E R T V E S 

Common-wealth : 



OR 



THE HIGH-WAY TO 

HONOVR. 



Wherein is discouered, that although by the dis- 

gfuifed craft of this age, vice and hypocrifie may be 

concealed : yet by Tyme (the triall of truth) 

it is most plainly reuealed. 

Necejfary far age to ntoue diligence^ profitable for youth tofhun 
wantonnejfe : and bringing to both at lajl de- 
fired happinejfe. 

Haud euro inuidiam. 
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TO THE RIGHT 

Honourable Robert Lee, Lord Maior of 

the honorable Citie of London : And to 

i/ie Right vjorJJiipfull the Aldermen 

his brethren. 

Am not ignorant (Right Hono- 
rable and right worfiiipfull Se- 
nators) of the cuftome of this 
age, which is, that fuch as write 
bookes do vfe to dedicate the to 
fome worthy perfo or other, vn- 
der whofe prote<5lion they might paffe with 
more fafetie from the byting of the enuious : fo 
that many times a light difcourfe is grac't with 
a iudiciall cenfor : I was therefore imboldned 
to obferue the fame Method, and that chiefly 
becaufe I know true Vertue loueth whatfoeuer 
is like it felfe be it neuer fo little, and accepteth 
what is zealoufly offered, though not alwayes 
deferuingly excellent, whe bafe deietfted minds 
want wifedome & experience to direft the pu- 
A 2 ritie 



The EpiJlU Dedicatotne. 

ritie of iudgement. And although I haue fcatte- 
red here and there fome iarring notes, and harfh 
confonants, vn tunable to a modefl eare : yet the 
vglines of vice made me ftriue to paint out her 
lamiS'idLCG, to the eye of the world. Alexander re- 
fufed not a cup of colde water at the hands of a 
filly begger, the poore widows myte was more 
accepted then the abundance of the Scribes and 
Pharifes, for (he offered all that fhe had, they of 
their fuperfluitie : fo a noble mind doth alwaies 
patronize a poore gift as willingly, as it is de- 
uoutly dedicated. If in like fort your bounties 
wil deign to giue free admittance to this home- 
ly worke, I (hall be prouoked not to end with 
this my rude beginning, but ftriue to fhewe 
fome greater monument of my loue heereaf- 
ter. And thus leauing to trouble your wife- 
doms with tedious circumstance, I rather abre- 
uiate of that I would fay, then by fpeaking too 
much to breed fufpitio of my fimple well mea- 
ning. And fo I humbly commit your affaires to 
the good guidance of the Almightie, and my 
felfe to your fauourable cenfures. 

Your Honors and worjliips mojl 
dtitifull to commaund, 

Henry Croffe. 




VERTVES COM- 



^He fame-eternized TuUy, in his booke 
of duties setteth downe, that [in] the tea- 
' ching of any do6lrine, which is to be 
taken in hand in due forme, the exor- 
dium mutt begin with a definitio, that 
the life of the subieft whereof the dif- 
courfe doth run, may the better be vn- 
. Verttie, is an elected habit, or a fetled quaiitie, 
in a meanc, & that meane ftandeth in the midft 
of two extreams, the more, & the Icfle, and this that fome Vertue, d 
laudable aiflion. which by no other name can be termed ncd- 
but by the onely title of Vcrttic. Vice is oppofite to Ver- 
tue, a habit of the minde annexed to nature, not ftriuing 
with reafon, an inconftant defire in the whole life: re- 
belling againft honcftie : which two affections, growe 
vp to a habit by degrees, through vfc and excrcifc, cho- Vict defir 
fen by the rationall partes, and when by cuflome the 
will is fetled in the courfe of either, the whole di/pofi- 
tion is carried to good or bad. 

The Stoikes, call Vice and Vertue, Animalia, U- Ex vire, . 
uing creatures, bccaufe by them a man is difccmed ; for '"'"^ *■"*" 
in refpefl of Verlue, a man is faid to be a man, which is 
the Etymologie of the word : and in refpcfl of Via; to be a 
B beafl, 



Verities Common-weal tk. 

beast, becaufe he wanteth thofe faculties, and demen- 
fions, onely proper to a vertuous and good man. 

Vertuey is diuided into two parts, the Intellectiue^ and 
the Morrall : the former is begotten and nourifhed by 
good tutors, reading good Bookes, and exercise ; from 
this floweth wifedome, science, prudence, meraorie. 
The latter commeth by cuftome and vfe ; for thefe two 
are fo forcible, as by it a man may get him a fecond na- 
Actus, ture ; and this worketh this thing called Acius, in the 

extreame parts, and is the mother of Liberalitie, Forti- 
tude, and of all good manners. 

The diuine effence of the foule, beholdeth nothing 
with contentment but the perfect Idea of Vertue, be- 
ing fo pure and excellent, as fhe onely aymeth at per- 
fect happineffe, if the corruption and difobedience of 
the body, did not contaminate & defile her. And there- 
fore the Philofophers fay, whe she is in the company of 
good men fhe poffeffeth ioy, but among euill, is euer- 
more in heauineffe : for the foule is occupied in hea- 
uenly contemplation, and delighted to know her Crea- 
tor, his omnipotent maieftie and power, the workes of 
nature: but being imprifoned followes the bodies in- 
clination, and by that meanes is kept backe from the ha- 
The Christi- uen wherevnto it would moft willingly arriue. But ac- 
an Vertue. cording to a Christian expofition, the verie faculties of 
the foule, are fo effentially defiled with Adams trans- 
grefTions, that it hath no power to thinke one good 
thought, or beget an acceptable motion, before it be re- 
generated and borne anew ; for Chriftian Vertue ftan- 
deth in Faith, Hope, and Charitie, not fafhioned ac- 
cording to Philofophie ; but to haue him the Author, 



which is both truth and righteousneffe. 
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We muft not reft then vpon the morrall vertue, and 
make that the chiefe good, which are but fteppes to 
clyme vp therevnto, as the wife Heathen taught : for 
all theyr doflrine, was but to fafhion the outward 
man to ciuill obedience, making that the end which 
are but motiues to the end. For it is not all one, to be a 
morrall wife man, and a good Chriftian, a great profici- 
ent in humane Sciences, and a great Clarke in diuine 
mifteries: heere is a maine difference: let no man repofe 
himfelfe upon fuch a fandie and fhallow foundation, if 
he will ftand fure : but build on Chrift the Rocke, the 
bright ftarre of the immortall maieftie ; on him to caft 
Anchor; purifie the inward parts, and digge vp that 
dunghill of filthineffe, deriued from originall corrup- 
tion. Mans happineffe ftandeth not in pleafures, ho- 
nour, nor in the goods of Fortune : but onely in thofe 
holy Vertues which proceed from a pure heart. This is 
the plaine pathway to fanctitie, and immortallitie, Vice 
fincking downe to hell: the one, with Eagle-winges 
mounts vp to heauen, the other, clogges the foule with 
leade thoughts, benumming her dexteritie, for fo high 
a flight 

But to profecute my intent, which is to handle the 
morrall Vertues, and lay open the parts of humanitie^ it 
wil not be amiffe to touch by the way, the foure chiefe 
and principall Vertues, called cardinall Vertues, as Pru- 
deftce, lujlicey Fortitude, attd Temperancey which are diftin- 
guifhed one from the other by their feuerall properties, 
all conioyne in one, and make a vnion : For though Ver-- 
tue be fubfifting in one fmgle being, yet becaufe of di- 
uers workes, fhe is deuidable, and albeit many fprigges 
growe out of thefe foure braunches, yet is fliee called 

B 2 Vertue 
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Vnhu in the fingular number. 
hmhm* J'ludrnce, Im a ccrtainc brigfatnefle fluning in the 

iiilnilr, liy which the h'ght of truth is defcried, forefeexng 
vvhfil U nt in be done : a true aflfection, labouring by rea- 
son III hihlc out the quallitie, and to iudge what is iuft, 
(it, honrll, pnifitable, equall, and good, not oaely adui- 
fiwlly Idokln^; to the fird motiue caufe: but alfo to the 
iiiii(ri|iirnt and finiill endcs: by this the prefent felidtie, 
iinil htCrlldtr of thJA life, is fweetly tempered, and all 
Ihhi^x oidrrnd in coinclincfle. 

WhorncMri ruthly fettcth vpon his bufmefle with- 
out hrr, rufheth vpon the rockes of errour, and by his 
ownr hrudlr opinion conimeth foone to mine: be- 
caufr it iM inipo(ril)lc to effect any thing well, vnlefle he 
bo jjuldrd by lirr ll^jht, neither can hee be able to dif- 
innr \H\Kn\ from mill, things profitable from thinges 
pirludldiill I Init um a blinde man doth venteroufly tra- 
uitllr without u Kuiilc, and at euery (lep readie to ftum- 
bin ; mi lirr that U ignorant in plotting his affaires, wa- 
drth In cluikinrlfe, whcrrin euery ftorme of triall doth 
onriturn(* lih polllcir. 

A pnulrnt \\\\\\\^ i^ To cautelous and vigillant, as wel 
hi thi' ninliclfiatlun of forc-paffcd daungers, as in pre- 
iucllcatlnij pnilN to conic, that he meeteth with euerie 
\\\\U hlnrr, and U not oucrtakcn, with $ion putaui, had 
I will : for hauln^' mt hin rest on a firme ground, doth not 
doubt but rKpr/l, not rrpCt in the end, but reioice in the 
wliolci a( tion : I'o that the rcgardcth things pad, prefent, 
and to I onir, and brndcth her force to that part that is 
nrmlbdl, to drfc:nd the wcakcneffe of rcafon, and when 
(III' halii thawnt! «iut the plot, which honeftie doth re- 
Hulrn, lonnnittuth it to .V<i/iV//«y, which as a hand-maide, 

is 



Vertues Common-ivealth, 

is readie to execute that in the outward worke, which 
before was determined. The main difference betweene 
thefe two, is, the former is a generall comprehending 
and knowledge of things ; the other an experience of 
that in action. For as by reafoning, reading, and conuer- 
fing with wife men, a man may vnderftand much : yet 
without practife all is nothing. Before a Phifition doth 
minifter to his Patient, he fearcheth into the nature of 
the difeafe, and acquaints himfelfe with the ftate of 
the body, which hauing once found out, it is to no end 
if he apply not himfelfe in outward meanes, to benefite 
the ficke perfon with his potion : So if there be but a de- Scire tuum 
fufed knowledge of things, and as it were fuch a coUec- ^*^fft' *Hfi 
tion, as by it the vnderftanding is bettered, and no out- ^^^^ J^^ 
ward demonftration, it is as treafure hid in the earth 
and ferues for no vfe : for there be markes to knowe a 
prudent man by, if hee be vniuftly vexed, troubled, Ennius, 
or in pouertie, sicknesse, and toffed too and fro in 
miferie: if he reioyce in thefe afflictions, and patiently Notes of a 
beare the croffe, the fame is a prudent man, and his fuf- "^^^ ™*"* 
fring maketh it a meane to him : but when a man is cha- 
ftifed either in body or goods, and will not fuffer 
without gfriefe and muttering, the fame is a vitious and 
imprudent man. To be briefe, fhe is the right difpofer 
of all things, an enemie to ignorance, the key of know- 
ledge, which openeth the rich treafure of diuine and 
humane things ; doing nothing but that which is right, 
iuft, and praife-worthy. 

luftice, is a vertue that giueth to eueryman his owne, juaioe 
the firft and principall part whereof is, and euer was, to 
doo God that honour which is due to his diuine maie- 
ftie, confifting in feare, loue, & rcucrence ; for as luftice 

B 3 will 
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will equally render to euery man his owne, & bring dif- 
cording things to an equalitie, by confidering the diffe- 
rence betweene them : fo much more and mod of all, 
it is mod luft, to loue God, of whom wee haue all that 
we haue, and being perifhed by originall corruption, 
were eftfoones recouered, by the fufferings of his fon : 
this part of luftice, ought to be imbraced with other af- 
feflio than the Heathen, who wandring in the darknes 
of ignorance know not God as he is. A iuft man coue- 
teth not that that is an others, but rather neglefteth his 
owne for the good of the Common-wealth, nor with a 
grccdie humor, doth incroach vpon his neighbors pof- 
fcffion. Without luftice, no eftate can fubfift for all ver- 
tucs arc comprehended vnder the name of luftice, of 
which a man is faid to be a good man, for all the other 
vcrtues cannot make a man good, if luftice be abfent. 
Tully calleth her the Lady & Queen of all other vertues ; 
by her is the focietie of man preferued: the moft excellet 
blcffing that euer God gaue to man was, to be gouemed 
by luftice, which bridleth the hot fury of the wicked, 
comfortcth the innocent, & equally decideth between 
Mcuvty & TuQ, And he that is exercifed herein, his mind 
is lifted vp to the apprchenfion of greater wifdome. For 
howfoeuer the world is troubled with hurly burly, yet 
the quietncffe of his minde is no whit diftracted, but re- 
fting in fccuritic fmileth at the worlds turbulent ftate. 
Finally it is a bloud in the vain, giuing life to the whole 
body, the head of all vertues : for of her felfe fhe may do 
many things, but without her the reft can doo nothing 
rightly. 
Fnriiiuiic. Fortitude is a greatneffe of mind, which without fu- 

rious or rafti refolution, feareth not to hazard it felfe in 

the 
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the greateft perils, and with eager pursuite to hunt after 

honourable a6lions, thirfting after glory, not respefting 
the tedious difficultie of the paffages therevnto, to en- 
counter with dangers, wade through the myftie clouds 
of darknes, & willingly endure all bitternes of fortune, 
for the fafegard of the country: fuch were ScipioneSy Fa- 
bij\ Alcibiades, Hannibal, &c, who by their valour & great 
prowes, reached to the top of honour. Neither is true 
Fortitude meafured by the compaffe of a great body, 
nor by dooing great enterprifes, in refpeft of the 
huge ftature, but by a fierce and couragious fpirit, ftri- 
uing in a good caufe: the caufe is all, it is not the torment maketh a 
that maketh a Martyr, but the caufe for which he suffe- Martyr. 
reth. So that to fpeake properly, Fortitude is that which 
is granted vpon good cause, & poflible to be atchieued: 
fuch true valour was in Daiiid, who could not abide to 
heare the name of God blafphemed by fuch a monfter 
as Goliakf & therefore knowing God would aide his en- 
terprife, he relyed not vpon his owne ftrength, but caft 
off all vaine glory ; for when matters are rightly attemp- 
ted, many ftraunge aduentures proceed, euen as it were 
by myracle : a iuft & honeft caufe maketh a man bolde, 
hardie, and venterous, to ftriue againft one of greater 
force ; as King Alexander, being of fmall body, fought 
hand to hand with Porrus, which was a more mightie 
man : it is not then any great perfon or huge CoUoffe, 
that can triumph ouer a good caufe. 

The Romaine Scipio was wont to say, no man ought 
to leuie war, or fight with his enemie without iuft caufe 
offred : but if hee were prouoked by an uniuft intrufion, 
it booteth not to tarry til they come, but intercept the in 
comming, for fuch caufe giueth encouragement to set 
vpon them freely. 

As 
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As vhea our commoa enemies in 88L with their Spa* 
TbeSptumsh ntfh bnues meant to haue inuaded our Territories, and 

came armed with inflruments of tirannie to infult ouer 
our natfov and to bring our necks into a Spanifli ^'oake; 
it pleated God to abate their pride, and tume their cm- 
eltfes into their owne bofomes. Heere was caufe to 
make a coward valiant, and the fearefull forward to 
fight becauie he was compelled to take vp weapons for 
his owne safetie ; and he that will not defend himTelfe; is 
not worthy to !iue in peace, efpedally when his wife, 
children, father, mother, brothers, (ifters, yea the whole 
Countrey is in daimger to be to tome and rent in peeces 
by fauage and merdleue t^iantSw When it is for a com- 
mon defence, is not he a wretch that will sit ftill and see 
his mothers throate cut? WTiat if he dye in the con- 
flict ? were he not better to dye honourably like a Mar- 
XxT and fouldier of Chrill. then liue to fee the mine and 
defolation of his whole Countrey? wherefore no man 
ought to ilagger or faint at a good caufe, but bee the 
more imboldened, becaufe it giueth good encourage- 
ment We may call to mind, and we cannot remember 
it too often, the ouerthrowe they then had, not (imply 
in refpeft of our o^ne prowelTe. but by the ailiftance of 
a higher power, we being but a poore handfuU to their 
great multitude ; they came like Bruirius, threatning the 
heaucns, and carting mountains at lupiter ; yet theyr 
glorious tytle of inuincible \\-as confounded, to theyr 
God Rsiu- the Ihame, and our glorj- : this we may thinke \^vl with re- 
vktoii^?. uereuce, but afcribe the honour of the victorie to him 

by whofe meanes it was WTought If warre be leuied 
without caufo, or if one man (hall be fo foole-hardie to 
attempt things impoflTiblc, and prefume on his ftrength 

to 
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to affaile a great many, beyond hope to vanquifh, it is 
no maruaile, if the fucceffe fall out againft his defire, for 
Ne Hercules contra duos. For Hercules himfelfe held it 
oddes to deale with two : but when for the common 
good of the Countrey (as I faid before) any man fliall 
vndertake forne hard aduenture to free it of fome im- 
minent perill (if fent by imperiall commaund) though 
he loofe his life in the a£lion, yet for that hee is indued 
with true Fortitude, doth winne immortalitie : as tlie 
three Romans called Decij\ who for the fafegard of their 
Countrey auowed to dye, and with refolute and vn- 
daunted courages, pierced the hoft of their enemies, 
and though they loft their Hues, yet by their ftout ex- 
ample gaue fuch audacitie and courage to the reft of 
the Romaines by prouoking them forward, as they ea- 
fily obtained the viftorie, which was thought to be vn- 
conquerable. I might fpeake the like of Codrus, Marcari- 
us, Cur/ius, Marcus, and Regulus, which dyed moft wil- 
lingly for their Countrey. I might recite here alfo a Ca- 
talogue of thofe valorous Englifti Knights, that haue 
honourably yeelded vp their Hues on the field of Mars, 
for their Prince and Countrey : but that I intend not 
now to make an Apologie of this Vertue, but referre it 
to a Treatife of luftice, which I fuppofe (hall succeed 
this worke, efpecially vpon the improuement of this, 
God giuing mee time and quietneffe of minde to per- 
forme that. 

This manlineffe is a Vertue that fighteth in defence 
of equitie and luft dealing : but we neuer finde that any 
man got true praife and honour by rafti furie; for no- 
thing is honeft that is voyd of luftice. He that is haftie 
to furprife a man, & foone moued to impatiencie with- 

C out 
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out iufl cause doth rather merit the name of leaud 
boldncfTc, then manly courage, bccaufe this Vertuc 
flandcth in honed deeds, and not in vainc glor>% and be- 
ing truly carried, fcructh as a hammer to beate downc 
thofc Vices, that oppofe thcmfclues to the beautic of 
Vertuf ; which chiefly doth appeare, when preferment 
doth lift a man aloft, by imbracing humilitie, and ouer- 
conmiing pride, which foone creepcs vpon the aduan- 
ced : or if toflfcd in aduerfitie he be vigorous and beare 
an inuincibic courage, to combat againft the paflfion of 
the mindc, which is ready bafcly to decline : for what* 
soeucr fallcth out crookedly, is turned to the better 
part : (he inableth to vndcrgoc damage, to beare ioiurie, 
to be patient, and not to (lirrc, but for a common good, 
or his priuatc defence, when a violent intrufion is made 
vnto his perfon. 

Many hide thcmsclucs vndcr the wings of this Ver^ 
tuc, that neucr fccke to apprehend her aright, and would 
racYilour fccmc valorous and magnanimous, when they are but 
iniicth not whitc-liuerd cowards and mifcreants : as many of thefe 
Hnc!**^"" brawlers and fwaflibucklers, whofe hot bloud once ftir- 
rcd, cannot be cooled without reuenge and field-mee- 
tings, which for cuery light caufe they vndertake, and 
fo violently fwaid with fury, that they rufli forward in- 
to all dcfpcration, without reuerencc of the lawcs of 
God, the law of nature, loue, charitie, & which is aboue 
all care of their ownc faluation, do arrogant to them- 
felues glory, by defacing and fpoyling the Image of 
their Creator. The fonncs of Cain thus maistred with 
wrathful furie, murder and dismember their bretheren, 
and as catiues and flaues bend llie will to fuch inhu- 
mane crueltie, and fo become branded to euerlafting 

deftruflion 
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deftruftion. Now if all Vertue doth confift in obeying 
God, keeping his lawes, maiftring wicked anger, and 
holding concord, how can that be praifed which is a- 
gainft fuch a bleffed affembly of vertues ? or how thinke 
they, that that offence can be remitted, which is abhor- 
red, detefted, & fo exprefly prohibited in the fixt Com- 
maundement ? men ought to Hue in Chriftian amitie, 
and leaue all reuenge to him, who faith, Vengeance is 
mine, and I will repay it. The poore Cinick, when one 
had hit him on the eare, I thought (quoth he) I had left 
one place vncouered. 

Socrates being tolde one fpake many railing and euil The patience 
words of him, was no whit moued thereat: and being °^-^*^^^J^^'"® 
alked why he would beare fo great indignitie, anfwe- 
red ; if he fpake truth, I haue no caufe to be grieued, be- 
ing luftly blamed ; if falfe, I haue leffe caufe to be angry, 
becaufe that which hee fpake pertained not to mee. 
O that men would leame patience! and not fo of- 
ten fight and murder one ah other, for verball and 
idle quarells : for now if one amongft a hundred be pa- 
tient, quiet, will carrie coales, and meekely fuffer re- 
buke, he is noted of cowardize, and deuoyd of manly 
parts. 

Now laftly followeth Temperance, as a fad and fo- 
ber Matron, a prouident guide and wife Nurfe, awai- Temperance. 
ting that voluptuouffneffe haue no preheminence in 
the foule of man: the moft glorious Vertue in any kinde 
of eftate, flie ordereth the affeftions with continencie, 
an enemie to luft, and a mediocritie in the pleafures 
of the body, whofe office is to couet nothing that 
may bee repented of afterwarde, nor to exceede 
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the boundcs of modeflic, but to keepe defire vnder the 
yoakc of rcafon. Of the lyneaments of her perfection, 
the whole world doth fubfifl and abide, euen from the 
lowed to the highcfl, without whom our lulls would 
ouerthrowe our vndcrflandin^;, and the body rebell 
againfl all (^ood order, and the habit of reafoa wholy 
fupprefTcd : for fhee tempereth and keepeth in frame 
the whole body of man, without whofe aide many ene- 
mies would creepe in, and infefl our bed parts^ and vt- 
terly ruinate and cad downe the buiwarke of reafon, 
and wallcs of vndcrdanding : but hee that doth lacri- 
fice his cndeuc'urs to fo diuine an efTence, fwimmeth 
fafe bctwccne two Kiuers deuoyd of daunger. Ex- 
treames are euer hurtfull ; for if a man eate too much or 
too little, doth it not hurt the body ? fo is it of too im- 
moderate labour, or too much idlenefle, of too much 
iKjldncfTe, and too much cowardneffe: thefe extremi- 
ties are vicious and euill, but the meane doth temper 
them both. 

No man is wife, happy, or any thing worth, if Tem- 
[)erance fciuare not out the courfe of his life. And here- 
in the bencfite of olde <ige is to bee honoured, for 
that it hath this prchcminence ouer youth, time hath 
weakened theyr affc^lions, abated their courage, and 
ftaycd the intemi)erate blades of vnbrideled libertie. 
and by long experience haue gottc a more large portid 
then they, whofe afleflions being drong and difcretion 
weake, fct themfelues againd this Verhu^ [and] eclipfe 
her brightncdc with the fogges of ignorance. And 
for this caufc haue wife men fo ioyfully embraced olde 
age, which Tully fo highly applaudes in his booke De 
Sencduk, 
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This is guided by Prudence^ which doth goueme the 
life of man with fuch reafon, as fliee is euer carefull for 
the welfare of the body, by curbing thofe paflions of the 
mind, which are vehement and vnruly : by her the mind 
is made capable of honeft aflions, and beautifull de- 
meanours, and like a prouident gouerneffe, ruleth ouer 
concupifcence & flouds of lufts, which would elfe fur- 
round the puritie of the minde. A potion to purge the 
foule, an Antidote againft pride, and a valiant tryum- 
pher ouer flaming defires, not like ^Etnay too hotte, or 
Caucajfus too colde : but is content betweene both, and 
reioyceth in it. 

If the bodie be not dieted with moderation, it will 
proue a ftubborne feruant to the foule. vnfruitfull, fit for 
nothing but thorny cogitations, the greateft enemies to 
the fpirituall powers that can be ; for the flefti pampered 
in delicates, or kept (hort of her naturall needments, is 
effeminated, corrupted, and weakened, and many dif- 
eafes be gotten, which are all (laid by a meane and tem- 
perate dyet and the boyling lufts of the bodie affwaged. 

Thus farre of thefe Vertues : more might be added, 
if I meant to intreat of them at large : but this briefe re- 
capitulation, may feme as an introduftion, to our fol- 
lowing difcourfe. Omnis virtus^ vna virtus abfoluta, All /V**^^- 
Vertues, are but one fimple Vertue^ being chained and 
linked fo neer together, as one cannot be fundred from 
the other, without difparagement of the whole. For- 
titude is a noble Vertue, but if deftitute of lujiice, (hee is 
hurtfull to the good ; if Temporance keepe her not vnder 
(he will turne into rage ; and if Prudence be abfent, they 
all fall into error. There is a mutuall league, proximitie 
and neare acquaintance, which doth conglutinate and 
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ioyne them all in one, one muft haue relation to an o- 
thcr, and follow by degrees ; Putif, Truth, and Tern- 
fcrame, muft march before Fortitude \ In a word, Verttu 
is no other but Vitium fugere : hating Vice, and loathing 
euil, and we better knowe her by her contrary, then 
by her felfe, which doth make the imagination gesse 
at Vertue a farre off: fo that knowing Vice, is a good 
grounde of Verttu, whereby the inwardc powers arc 
helde in, with vnfpotted fimplicitie, farre more better 
then fuch as cunningly feeke to knowe what Vertu€ is, 
then willingly betake themfelues to follow it in theyr 
life, fo that knowledge is not enough alone, vnlcffe it 
be praflifed by outward aflion : for it is better to doo 
wifely, then wifely to deuife. 

So that is general 1, Vertue rightly carried, compre- 
hendeth whatfoeuer is conducing and leading to a 
good and holy life, and hee that once hath tafted the 
fweetneffe of one, is drawne with much deflre to an 
other; one good thing begetteth an other, and taking 
once a deep imprcfTion, his eftate is thereby prefer- 
ued incorruptible without chaungc : whereas if a man 
takcth holde on extcrnall goods, and leane to the 
mutabilitic of Fortune, doth often ftumble vpon ma- 
ny daungcrous Rockes, and fall into wretchcdneflc, 
when Vertue will firmely vpholde a man in the midft of 
all calamitie. 
Horatius, VUUus argetttum eji auro, virtutibus aurum, 

Silucr is cheaper then Gold, and Gold of leffe price 
then Vertue. She is of great moment and moft incfti- 
mable value, although a camall and groffe minde, can- 
not equally deeme the price of fo rare a lewell ; for 
where ignorance doth couer the minde, (he is reiec- 
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ted and held of bafe efteeme : as a fimple peafant 
trampleth many wholfome hearbes vnderfoote, which 
a (kilfull herbalift would carefully gather vp, & extract 
fome rare quinteffence out of theyr hidden fecrets. 
Wilt thou build thy fafetie vpon a fure foundation? 
then here is the rocke that no tempeft can (hake ; here is 
a flielter to defend thee from perils, a fafegard to pre- 
ferue the puritie of the foule, from beeing polluted by 
the concupifence of the body, and though neuer fo 
many ftormes of aduerfitie and fliewers of perfecution, 
beate vpon thee (being in this world as in a wilderneffe 
of woes) yet (hrowding thy felfe vnder the Cannapie 
of Vertue, thou ioyeft in the middeft of all forrow, and 
though the whole world be of an vprore, yet what is 
that to thee? thou art no whit moued thereat, for Ani^ 
mo ccsleftia tangis, thy affeftions are mounted vp to 
heauen, & thy mind aduanced aboue all earthly weak- 
neffe. 

It is not onely hard, but very difficill to finde out, 
which of tlie Vertues are moft predominant, that the 
viftory may be imputed to her, becaufe they are all knit 
in one fingle vnion, for the good of the foule. For as one 
linke of a chaine draweth an other, and an other after, 
til it come to the laft, the Antecedent the Relatiue: fo 
one Vertue is an Adamant that draweth an other Ver- 
tue vnto it. 

And though (hee take vp her lodging in a crooked 
and deformed body (as (he is euer readie to dwel where 
fliee findeth the heart yeeldable to honeftie) yet pene- 
trating with inward defire, and bringing the ftragling 
powers of the minde to a vniformitie, doth make vp the 
want of nature, with a fupply of grace, caufmg him 
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fhinc like Chriftall; for when the life is laudably lead, 
there appearcth fo great a gIor>'. that it is not oncly ad- 
mirable to the eyes of man, by rcafon of formall carri- 
age in humanitte: but alfo high pleafmg to God, by 
the intelleftuall goodncffe: Verttu, is the fpurre of 
Honour. It is not the aboundance of wealth and 
great dignitie, that makcth a man truly noble : but the 
pofTefTion of Vcritu\ which is true honour and auncient 
riches, and it is nut gotten by lo>-tering Idleneffe ; but 
with induflrie and much labour, for Ardua inrtutis via 
est, Tis labours force that carricth a man to Verttui a hard 
entrance, a continuall perfcuerance, becaufe he mud en- 
counter againft his pafTiuns, and flop the flouds of in- 
temperance : for fuch high and admirable things can- 
not be had without eflc£luall indeuour, and by how 
much the more ftraightcr the paflTagc is thercvnto ; by fo 
much the more carcfull mud hee be, lead it flip away 
through arrogance or vaine-glory : for in Vertue^ pride 
begins to fwcll, or fome Vice or other to creep in, which 
if not beate back at the firfl, wil hazard the whole frame 
of Vertiic : or becing maiftred by fome ouer-wecning 
thought, or singularly carried away with felfc-loue, a 
paflion of the minde difquieting rcafon, doth wholly 
edraunge himfelfc from her Ikatitude : loofing thofe 
complements which formerly he was poflcd of. 
Maiorno' The reward of Vertue, is true generofitie, and where 

muas. it is loyncd with great pofleflions, and hath long conti- 

nued in the houfe of a Gentleman, without corruption 
of bloud, that nobilitie is mod to be honoured, for as 
much as long continuance hath giuen it the badge of 
glorie. Plato^ diuidcth Nobilitie foure waics, the fird 
faith he, are thofe that rife from good and iud parents; 
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the fecond thofe whose parents were Princes, or great 
men ; the third famouzed for martiall exployts ; the Quadrifa^ 
fourth which excell in any kinde of learning, and iox ria nobUUas, 
Vertues sake onely are feated in the place of honour; 
there latter are veri nobileSy truly noble, made noble by Vera mbUi- 
Vertue. Yet if one (hall (land vpon his riches, parentage, tas. 
o(rice, place, dignitie, and by thefe onely fuppofe to 
win the place of true honour, he cHmeth a rotten lad- 
der: for what is all this worlds pompe, or titulary pre- 
ferments, if not atchieued by Vertue} or what doth great 
birth auaile if hee debafe it by his ill life ? or a vertuous 
memorie of his aunceftors, if hee follow not their ex- 
ample? are they not like fmoake and vapours, which 
vani(h with the Sunne? can a man without o(rence brag 
of the Vertues of his auncients, if his owne life be viti- 
ous? For hath he not broken off the fucce(rion of Ver- 
tue by wilfuU detraftion ? wherefore what worldly glo- 
ry foeuer is otherwife had, is filched, and her chaftitie 
at no hand will bee defiled with fuch badardly plants. 
Prayfes and commendations waite euer on Vertue, 
And therefore Tully in his Tufcul: queftions, defineth 
honour to be a vnion of praifes of good men, which 
ludge of Vertue without partialitie, and not by the opi- 
nion of the multitude, which looke more to a veluet 
lacket, tlie outward brauerie, then to the minde how it 
is qualified: fo that the nobleneflfe of man is his vertue, 
and they ought to be called noble & honorable, which 
are mod honeft and vertuous. 

If I (hould enter into the wonderful account which 
the Heathen made of Vertue, I might (hewe how Numa 
Pompilius, was taken from the plough, and chofen the 
fecond King of the Romanes: what was the caufe think 
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ycr f liul his Vcrtuc and wifcdome, for which they 
tliMii(;lit him worthy of fo high a calling; this they 
frtUrtu'tl tnic nohilitic: Ukewifc QuinttMs^ a poore 
lliiflMiKlm.m, wan made Diflator, which was a great 
offii«% and for three mc)neths had a Regall power, and 
whrii he had ended his office, went againe to his oldc 
Irflniiir without indignitic to his pcrfun, or derogating 
otf^dil from his worthincflfc: of this high eftimation was 
Vrrfuf amon^; them. 

Ill' llial !«i n(»l>ly borne, and dcfcended of an aun- 
III III hoiifr, Hioidd IxNire in his mind the remembrance 
of U\^ liirlh, and frame himfelfe to imitate his parents ia 
VmIiic, an well as l)cc K>oketh to ]x>flrc(re their inheri- 
fiiM", Mfid loyning thofe two in one, is truly noble: for 
If hln iiiinliriits were more noble then he, whofe dig^i- 
IJii hi* f nioyeth, his praife is diminifhed, and bccom- 
inHh a liyr uord and a rei)roach, among them that 
hiiMf h«aid iif the former Vertue ; or if they were \nci- 
n^n and tii niill \\i\\ then to auoyd the fcandal in him- 
U\U f to ahliofK* the Uke, and couct to liue in Vertue: 
In (hall \\v iHinh.ife true honour to his riches, and wor- 
thily \iv diifiifd to enioy the inheritance. And there is 
((Miif Mafon to induce him thercvnto: for of fuch a one 
tfM<M^ U a ^M-nrrall ex|>c6lation of fome notable Vertue; 
IIm: I yvtk nl «dl men arc bent vpon him as on a Commet 
or lila/Jn^ (lairr, prying narrowly into him how hee li- 
ii'ih, what he doth, to what fcience he bcdeth his mind, 
Mrtd what ^Miod hec doth in the Common-wealth, for 
whi'h he |fi borne, and as if his priuate aflions (hould 
!/<• o|H.'nly done, no one word or deed of his can efcape 
lh«' roinnion lenfurc. It is the more bchoucfull, then to 
Apply the mind to laud«ible a6lions, & to do good in the 
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place where he is, for fo much as he may appropriate to 
himfelfe a good report for well doing, & by that means 
participate the heartie prayers, and many good wiflies 
of the common people ; gaine their loue, and induce the 
with more facilitie, by his good example, to trace in the 
wholfome path that leadeth to the houfe of honour. 

Likewife the vnknowne, the iffue of a bafe ftocke 
obfcurely brought vp, if he wil be aduanced to the type 
of honour, muft addi£l himfelfe to Vertue, which will 
be fo much the more glorious at the laft, by how much 
more obuious his eftate was at firft. And this I fup- 
pofe, (hould be a fpurre or goade to pufli them forward, 
becaufe they (hall not onely bee admired by the praifes 
of the good, which are the badges and fimballes of Ver- 
tuCy but alfo acquire perpetuall fame and renowme, as 
the fumame thereof. What (hould I fay ? Vertue is a The commo- 
pearelefle and precious lewell, fo rare and excellent, ^^^^.^^V*'' 
that it can neither bee fufficiently commended, ^^''f^k^ble. 
worthily efteemed : all humane things doo faint, faile, 
fmke downe, and decay, when that oncly will abide for 
euer, an honour for youth, a crowne to age, a comfort 
in profperitie, a fuccour in aduerfitie, delightfuU at 
home, not burthenfome abroad, & a pleafant walking- 
mate to accompany a man wherefoeuer hee goeth. 
What a diuine glory is heere ? that ftriketh the be- 
holder in admiration, dazeleth his fight, and forceth 
the very abieft to reuerence him in whom it dooth 
appeare ; for (he is fo beautifull a Lady, as (hee maketh 
many gaze at her a farre ofT, that haue no power to 
come nigh her, but ftriketh into wonderment at her in- 
comparable maieftie, are metamorphofed, as it were by 
Medu/a, 
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And howfoeuer it is that many are fo blockifh and 
fencelcfle, that they wander vp and downe like vaga- 
bounds and bafe peafants, and make no account of Ver-- 
tM€ and honeftie : yet are they forced, will they, nill 
the\% to five to her for fuccour in time of want, and hide 
their mifdeeds \-nder her golden wnngs. And verily, 
no pretence or vaine (hewe can preuaile againft her, 
but that (he will haue the iuft viflory and triumph ouer 
thofe that haue defpifcd her; and when they are on the 
toppe of their hatefuU enuye, they (hall wifti her com- 
pany, and defire to imbrace her, though it bee but 
^•ith dull aifeflion, which the Poet well noteth, 

K-'. ;iJL /. Virtutcm incolumen oditmts: fublatam ex oeculis querimus 
inuidu WTien Verhu doth offer her felfe, we denie her, 
but aftem^-ard feeke her greedily. 

If thou therefore, whatfoeuer thou art, doeft n^- 
lefl to follow her in time, thou (halt be taught by 
experience, when it is too late, what it is to caft off 
thy profered happineife, a faithfuil teacher, but a 
feuere and fliarpe correflor: feeke her then while 
ftiee may be founde, and bee as readie to enter- 
taine her into feruice, as fliee is wiling to feme; 
poffeffe thy felfe of her, and fliee will Regifter thy 
fame in her golden Booke, of neuer dying ho- 
nour. 

It is not the riches of Creffus, the tryumphes of 

Woriaiyho- Cofar, the conquefts of Alexander the great, or any 
worldly pompe, can make a man truly happie, or 
crowne him with true honour, but onely Verhie. 
For if wee value men by outwarde profperitie, wee 
deceiue our iudgement, and fwarue from equi- 
tie. 

Touching 



nor is no true 
happincITe. 
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Vertues Common-ivealth. 

Touching wealth, it is like poyfon in a golden 
cuppe, and commonly where it aboundeth mod, 
there Vertue is fet by lead: a laborinth wherein many 
are loft, not onely fubiefl to chance and infraft for- 
tune, but alfo to mifgouemment, pride, ambition, and 
many other vices ; for good manners oftentimes is cor- 
rupted by ouer-regarding riches, and moderate difpo- 
fitions turned into greedie defires ; graunt it lifts vp a 
mans eftate, to make his delight fubieft to his will, in- 
deed hee is fomewhat the wealthier, but no whit the 
honefter, vnleffe as gotten by luftice, fo vfed in Tempe- 
rance, and diftributed in charitie; and if the rich man 
bee alfo a good man, let him take heed leaft they bee a 
fting to his confcience, and drawe him to finfull plea- 
fures. 

So that the verdift, muft paffe vpon honeftie, and 
the qualitie of Vertue^ more precious then the quantitie 
of mony ; for as a rich man couetous, gripple, and earth- 
ly-minded, is not to bee refpefled, fo a poore man Am- 
ple honeft, and well qualified, is to be regarded, fith 
the one is as a craggie flint ftone, the other a preti- 
ous and princely Diamond; and this was the caufe a 
Prince of Troy chofe rather to marrie his daughter to a 
poore man honeft then a rich man vicious: For it is 
better (quoth he) to haue a man without money, then 
money without a man: for VerUie is great riches, when 
Vice is like a (heepe with a golden fleece; and as the 
wife fchoole maifter Ifocrates, counfelled his Pupill De-- 
mofiy to make more account of a poore good man, than 
of a rich man not fo honeft. 

Pauper enint nan non ejiy cui rerum fuppetit vfus, Hee is Hora ad 
rich inough that is content with his ftate. icdum. 
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•Irlii til elrr- 
nt:ic 



A foolifh opi< 
nion. 



Wc mud not mcafure men. by thoTe thii^ as are sub- 
ic6l to the tottering whecle of Fortune, which as Me- 
teors in the aire vanifh aflbone as they feeme: but for 
that which is permanent, durable, conftant, and finnc, 
which is Vtrt9t€\ oncly Vfrhu^ and nothing but Vtrtue; 
and therefore lead worldly regard fliould ftriue againft 
rcafun, the immoderate care of this ltfe» muft be fprink- 
Icd with the water of prouident refpefl, in confidering 
thofc inconueniencics that rife out of the roote of a* 
boundance : Mans fclicitte, is not in riches: they are 
gotten with painc, and loft with griefe; pleafures 
ende in forrowc, vaine-glorie vani(heth ; if we thinke 
it is in witte, that is perfeA follie ; for a wife man, euer 
eftccmcth an other wifer then htmfelfe; Quoad Dtum^ 
touching God, and in this ftandeth the greateft poynt 
of wifedome, when a man doth neither exalt himfdfe, 
al>oue a ftrongcr iudgcmcnt, nor infult ouer thofe that 
be wcake» hut rcadic to fubmit his opinion, to a bet- 
ter information : and hath fuch a flender care of his 
ownc woorthincHe, that if he happe to poflefle fome 
worldly honour, doth bludiinirly receiue it, as a thing 
not dcfcrucd : fo that wc cannot find the perfefl good 
we looke for, but onely and altogether, in the exercife 
of Vcrttu, 

Yet now men hunt after Riches, as though there 
were no true honour without it, and that to be onely 
rich, were to be onely happic, and fo fet their felicitie 
on a flipperie foundation : but how falfe this opinion 
is, doth appeare alrcadie. For be it that honour, be- 
not giuen as our auncicnts did, oncly to the vertuous 
and good, yet fliall the vertuous man be praifed, be 
he neuer fo poore, eucn of his moft vttcr enemie, 

as 
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Mitdba JfmiiimasmL. T nii^^ Sarnie ix Ife Vetoes 
and wept for \ns rtrrr^ li j^: ie "«ere i^ marail iae: 
for no man, be be lynry ii' qiiii j ua . csa laSse rkatt iiaa 
him whidi V£nm£ bas^ n c L Cgd : bos izuifi. JcnS ^nl» 
maugre fats head. apgiTjLii t i aiid caznnaif Imsi iar jeb bd- 
neft man, cacn, hrff'Ti-y Iss barrr.. aaid be ix-ised t^ 
mire thofe good pens tbsl are is inxiL vben aa 
man beii^ rich, aad acfibai^ viduiv, bo^r aZ m i ?. ^ing i t i. 
(hall be davde and flaTined before l&s ^cs:. but czxrEad 
and bande bdiindc bis backe: aiid lbs jjir^ i rrrinmrr it 
hath, maugre tbe v^ondes oajigsitie. tbal vbeie tbis 
Christian veritie doCh (hhir. ibrr icctxA :be gazer to 
breake out into voodermeaxl. aad Spread ibit gionoos 
report whidi it inftly meiiteirb : jrt tbcrc be ibone io ibt- 
tifli and madde, tint tboo^ tbev kaenr tbrmirhifts btft 
flattered, fuppofe they be by & Ik- praifad. vbes be nei- 
ther fpeaketh it with his h^ut, bot far fame camall rea- 
fon, and they themfeliies knov it to be biSt wbicb bee 
fpeaketh. Beleeae no man therefore of your ovae good- 
nefle, better tiben your feife, if there bee ought in jtou 
worthie of it: if you defeme it not, tfainke afloxcdl^* they 
doo but mock and deceiue >xw, and vidi dieir tCK^ues 
feeme to bee with you, idien their hearts be againft 
you. This is a fure token, for a man to fee into his 
owne Vertue, firft hee fueth not for honour, but ho- 
nour followeth him ; and fecondly is not greened, 
though he be vnregarded, nor beareth indignation at o- 
thers happines, and this (ame thii^ is it that we call ho- 
nor : now feeing this worldly honor is of fo fmall price, A trae Tcitii. 
it is the part of a bale and vile mind, to beleeue glozing ^^^ 
and faire words» and grofie ignorance it is indeed, to 
build honour vpon the brainficke and rude opinion. 

Now 



Now what arc all the goods of this woridc? but a 
trcMihlcfomc carriage & grccuance. becaufc they briiig 
nil aflurcd comf.»rt. but doo rather with their waignt. 
|»hj<kc duwne thofe minds, that be flying towards hca- 
urn. and hindtJr a man in the paffage to glory. 

NrufTthclilTc. this might fumcwhat difmay the 
wr.iU.nifir i,f man to ftriue for Vcrtur. bccaufe com- 
monly ii h.itl» no reward in this world, but ^'andrcth vp 
411*1 downe naked, & forfaken : but this is no difparagc- 
m* nt to ii go<Kl man; for lookc what he poflcfleth, be it 
riMiri «*r U ffr, js f«) moderately expended, that it is compe- 
I* tit .iiid fnflif icnl, and this is the very fountain, whence 
ttU (ohtintmrnt pHKieedeth, for being well compofed 
within, tinaidrlh nothing without, but a iuft applaufc 
(of \m11 diiinij: only omctous. to carr>' away a good rc- 
(Mift of Itii Wrttu's, which as Trophies are hung ouer ms 
'lonihr, fi»r rttrnall monuments. Virtutis merces^ eadim 
& labor, ilia Cr trophium ejf. 

'I'lHuliing fuch as are loadcn with this worlds droffc, 
und nioilUnrd with golden (howers, liuing in voluptu- 
oiiM and vainc- pUafures, and defile thofc bleflings with 
tliiir lidU, what Ihonld we thinkc of this ? but that the 
gnat and ri( h (i«)d, is content to throw and fcatter a- 
boiit his giMids, among a fort of pcdegrant peafants, and 
infaciable lnnfc Iraclus, which greedily fcrape it vp to 
fill their Gofers, and feed their lufts : not thinking one 
day they mull recken of the well imploymcnt 
Ricliciipuffc Riches, not rightly ordered, prouoke many hurtful! 
vp men in ^nd wickcd defires: the mother of pride, contempt, dif- 
prile. (lainc, fclfe-loue, and the very fire that burncth vp all 

good motions, if not quenched with moderation; for 
they puffc vp a man in opinion to be fome bodie, when 

he 
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he IS no body, and to thinke himfelfe truly honourable, 
becaufe he is honoured of the vaine world : fuppofing 
that to be rich in coftly futes, is the onely glory. This 
makes them fpurne at all good aduertifements, and de- 
fpife Chriflian admonitions ; for how commeth it to 
paffe, that fo many great, rich, and mightie men of the 
world, are fome Athifts, Papifts, Neuters, Nulla fidians, Vaine ho- 
&c, and fo colde in charitie ? but only this, impatiencie "^^• 
of good counfell, being hard to finde a faithfull man, 
that will boldly fpeake without partiallitie : but either 
is blinded with greatnefle, or driuen to filence for out- 
ward refpefls, to keepe in fauour with fmooth words, 
efpecially when his ftate dependes vppon great men: 
there is then a Filme growes ouer the eye-fight, and 
fuch a dimneffe, as he cannot fee, no not the Sunne at 
noone dayes, be it neuer fo cleare or fplendidious, but 
be rather as cloudes to hide their fhame, or inftruments 
to incite them to more leaudneffe. For if fuch a one 
fall into a grofle errour, and by his life be a fcandall to 
the good, lining openly in fome vile crime, he fliall not 
want trencher-flies, clawbackes, and Sycophants, that 
wil crie peace, peace, when he is at warre with his owne 
confcience, and feede his humour with flattery, be his 
life neuer fo finfuU ; fuch may be fitly called feruingmen, 
for they neuer feme God, but foothe them vp to feme 
their owne turne, they pretend much loue and great 
femice, when tis nothing but fuperficial flattery: if thefe 
fee but a fmall moate amifle, a wrinkle awry, how ten- 
tible they be to mend it! but though the minde be ne- 
uer fo fpotted with vice, the eye cannot pierce it, be it 
ner fo vifible, and indeed if the humour of their mai- 
fter, take it in ill part, they may chaunce for their in- 
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tclligcncc to be tumdc out of all p rc fe rme ut ; O hov 
Thrmai,.,. they wil ftormc if controwldc in their courfc! and take 
»l).'N"n!I '. '* exceedingly ill, as though they had a difpenfatioQ to 
,1,,^ duo what they lift without reproofe, becaufe they are 

great. If Preachers crie out againft vice in gcnerall, frh^ 
is it fpecially apph'ed. he ment me, be fpttes me; and lb 
goes about to ftop their mouthcs^ by accufu^ them of 
rayling fedition, or flaundring: or if priuately adnxK 
nifhcd, then arc they bufie, factious, and ftray from their 
text : yet fur all this, a good man will not be abaibcd to 
whir{)cr into their eares priuatly, or inueigfa againft vice 
publikcly, come what will come. SiUam compareth (not 
\iifitly) lawcs to copwebs. for that great flies can bieake 
through at eafe, when the lefler are intangled: in like 
manner great men foone ruflli through the wallet 
of lawe, and breake downe Iron Gates ; when die 
weake muft abide the extremitie, and haue no o. 
ther defence but their owne innocencie. Thus doth 
might deceiue them : but AurifacrafoMUsqmidmmf what 
cannot gold bring to pafTe ? it can dim the deareft fight, 
and raife \-p an humble minde to a haughtie courage : is 
it not ftrange that a bafe pedanticall parafite, in hope of 
a leafe. or fome fmall fauour, fliould dappe his hands at 
wickedneflTe? and that a man indued liith reafon, and 
hath the \-fe of his fiue i*-ittes, (hodd be led by flattery, 
and made blinde with pbufible wordes. not to fee his 
owne faultes. though they be as thicke as the darknefle 
of E^L to be felt with the hande and not fecne with 
the e\x ? for be it he is fo obdurate, that he cannot, or 
uill not fcv them : wt muft he needs be noted, poin- 
tixl at. liue defamed, as a may-game to the worft, 
and a Umeiitable l^wtackr to the beit 

I re- 



Vertues Common-wealth, 

I remember I read once of Alexander^ if happily I A memorable 
can now repeate it, who on a time vehemently blamed ^^P ^-?j* ■ 
his Steward, for that hauing ferued him fo long, and 
bene fo conuerfant in his affaires, fo familiar with his 
priuate doings, and laie as it were in his bofome, as if 
he had bene his fecond felfe, that in all the time of his 
feruice could not fpie ought amiffe, to dimme his glo- 
rle : For it is impoflible (quoth hee) in fo many yeares, 
and fo much opportunitie, that I fhould neuer offend 
and blemifh my vertue, with fome difhonourable a6ti- 
on : deferuing either prewarning in the beginning, or 
reproofe in the ende; and fo expelled him his fer- 
uice. 

Here is a mirrour of true honour, this noble Prince, 
caft off his Steward, becaufe he concealde his faultes 
amongfl Chriflians, that fhould be infpired with high- obfeqmum 
cr wifedome, the contrary is daily pradlifed : the fer- amUos^ ven- 
uant fhall be difmift for telling truth, and honeft minds ^^^'"^• 
purchafe fhrewde rebukes ; this head-ftrong opinion is 
the downe-fall of all good order: for when men-plea- 
fers, and claw-backes, doo leade captiuitie captiue in 
the fetters of vanitie, a multitude of honeft mindes are 
in daunger to be feduced, to imitate their courfe of life. Sycophants 
For as the Marriners in a fhippe, haue theyr ^yts ear-*^*^^""^ 
neftly bent vpon the Maifter, that fitteth at tlie Jielme, [^ vctiu™ ^ 
and readie at his becke to doo his will; fo fuch men 
as ftand vp in the Common-wealth, and holde the 
Rudder of direfUon in theyr handes, are duly watcht, 
and attentiuely ouerfeene, and according to their aime 
the common fort bend their courfe. 

O howe riches mocke men with certaintie, when 
nothing is more mutable and flippery, with perfeft 
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«/«' >.rr^ h4/i {;tA h.rr. a ^reat ber>c3:ocace. bee a&cd 
^.ff. «>,<• ht'/y/h* it, i»;-kt mxocd his **.s^fr to iead 
^M/r. f'/ //' .'fj tt»'my, fcM'r.^ the ki2g did acC kaov him? 
f*9t0ff**\^ i» »,it in r':rjx;Ci cf the great £uz>e be heaud of 
K. y# f<>4« % Jf tiut be the caufc /qjcrth be* carry h hacke 
•'# l*«^rf ,i;;.iiff', ;iri'] !'.t hi'm Icauc me as I am« aad not bjr 
hif f* itti //f v/«.f!th to dJrriinifh my venues^ DL';^iMa re- 
l*^'l .<)!, Mfi'l 'r,iii'/J nothin;;, but the commoo bex»e&t 
»4 O*^. 'iUhut, wh(/|i Alexander had taken from him, by 
h^ft*ttti*/ \ttif,i»u' ffiiri anrJ it. 

f'hihtfih Mi^'/rf/fli, that when AlcxapuUr vpon a 
• '*/*«. *,#o,- Mil// ,1 i^z/z/r/: barren Countrey, thinking to 
^•*'*i #f«M/h f'/in* (;r..,f rjonqticft, found the inhabiunts 
itM,»9\w,f f'»n\»'A /v j;r,irr#: to catc. neither vfing force to 
f»\t^\\ Hit»\ V»'\t hun b.ickc. nor any meancs to diflu-ade 

him 
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him froip his warlike attempt, but as poore fnakes, were 
altogether bufied for their bellies. The King confide- 
ring their pouertie, and vnfruitfulneffe of their coun- 
trey, had pittie and compaflion on their miferie, and 
bad them aske what they would, and it fhould inconti- 
nently be graunted. Quoth they (with one confent) giue 
vs euerlafting life. Why how can I giue that (quoth he) 
that am but a mortall man ? Then why feeke you to win 
the whole world, as though you were immortall, and 
fhould neuer dye.^ Zenotty Crates^ infinite were the ex- 
amples of thofe that were rauifhed with the formoflitie 
and excellent hue of Vertue, that they contemned mo- 
ney, riches, pompe: choofing pouertie for the pure life 
of perfeftion, bearing the bitterneffe of fortune with an 
vnconquerable courage. The auntient viflorious Ro- 
maines fought after Vertue, and by their noble deedes 
and heroicall fpirits. got the palme of true honour, not 
fparing body or goods to aduance the Comon-wealth ; 1^5 fhadow 
in fo much as many of them had not wherewith to en- of vertue was 
dowe theyr daughters, nor which was leffe, to defraye ^^^^ eftec- 
Funerall charges, but what they had out of the commo J^f jj^^^f 
ftore, which by their conquefts they had fo greatly en- then the iru^ 
riched, as Scipio, Sylla^ and the great Pompey : for then body is now 
Vertue was their chiefeft riches. An example we finde of a^io*^ ^"^^ 
a noble captaine, who beeing offered a great reward ^^^ 
by his Generall for his knighthood and valour done in 
feruice, with this gratulation thou fhalt bee paide in 
riches for thy valour, and not in honour for Vertue ; 
hee refufed the one, and tooke the other, counting 
riches not worthy to bee matched with the dignitie of 
Vertue. 
The Martyrs in all ages are much to bee admired, 
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that being indued with true fortitude; did moil vv-illing- 
\y embrace their deathes; and Tuffer their bodies to bee 
rent, tome, and cruelly burned by the perfecutors, 
for the profefikxi of a good confdence; and by theyr 
mecke fuSerings» gained perpetuall honour. 

And although it falleth out as for the mod part it 
doth, that men indued with rare and Angular vertues, 
are %-tteriy forgotten, and fcarce noted while they liue; 
>'et beeing dead, the\T fame mounts vp to heauen, and 
is divulged and fpread in the earth ; for the want of a 
good thing is then moil precious when it is remooued 
fartheil off. Cato was fcarce knowne while he lined, but 
after his death. i«*as of great price ; and all thofe famous 
Philofophers, Orators* fchoole-men, that lined in dark- 
netle, and were fo bafely efteemed, yet wee fee by the 
memorie of their goodly vertues, they now liue againe 
by being recommended from one age to an other. And 
herehence fprung the multiplicitie of Heathen goddes, 
I meane from the notable vertues of Angular men : for 
the foolilh antiquitie, honoured men as gods after their 
tYi-r/Jr deathes, which e\'ther were of high dignitie while they 
MiT^ wivr. liued, of great birth, or had done fome notable benefite* 
for their Countrie: for honour and reuerence is rehi- 
bitcd for fome certaine caufe, rifing of extemall things, 
framed by V£rtue\ for honour is compounded of hone- 
H^ot^rtx ftie. HcrmeSy or Meratrius^ ^'as of fuch fame among the 
^i»^iUf^^i^ ,/Egiptians, as hee was deified and made a god, calling 
him the Meffenger of Jupiter, Mars, a great warriour. 
BaecAus, the inuenter of wine. E/culafiius, a Phifiti- 
on, PythOy was fo reuerently thought of amongll the 
Barbarians, for that by his fingular wifedome hee 
had withdrawne the inhabitants from their vices, that 

they 
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they made of his Cottage a Temple, giuing him, di- 
uine honour. What contumelies and ftrife was about 
the bodie o{ Homer, when feuen Cities were at vari- 
ance to pofleffe his corpes when he was dead. 

Septan vrbes certant, dejlirpe infignis Homeri : Aulus-beU, 

Smyrna, Rhodes, Colophon, Salamin, los, Argos, A thence. 

Diogenes liued beggerly, in contempt, but after his 
death was honorably interred in a monument of fame: 
fo that the memorie of thefe fprung from the roote of 
Vertue, and from fome notable exployt, which got 
the peoples loue, who thought the applaufe of this 
worlde was no fufficient recompence for theyr ver- 
tues. 

The flourifhing ftate of the Romaines, Athenians, 
Lacedemonians, and other dominions, were all vpheld Vertues hold 
by Vertue ; for where Vertue is eftablifhed, there Vice is ^^^'^'''' 
detefted : for as light and darkncffe, fire and water, can- 
not be put together but one will confound the others 
nature : fo thefe two contraries, cannot ioyntly hold 
poffeflion, but one will vtterly extinft the other; and 
where Vertue is wanting in a generall gouernment, that 
Common-wealth is wholly ouerthrowne. 

Oderunt peccare boni, virtutis amore, nora, 

Oderunt peccare mail, formidine pome. 

The good hate to fmne becaufe of Vertue, the bad 
for lawe ; but he is onely good, that of his owne wil, and 
honed mind, efchueth euil more for c5fcience fake, the 

for 
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for dread of mans punifliment : the euill and vicious 
contraritiife, are with-held by the rigour of luftice; and 
for feare of penaltie, the rebellion within is kept from 
outwardly working: fo that nothing but the fword of 
the magiffaate doth (lay the hot rage of his furie, when 
the confcience lyes vaft and open to all wicked defires : 
he is not to bee numbred amongft vertuous and good 
men. To conclude, where the Common-wealth is gui- 
ded by godly lawes of Princes, the lampe of Vertue (hi- 
ning in the hearts of fubie£ls, laudable fciences imbra- 
ced, luftice without partialitie adminiftred, the good 
prote6led, the bad puniftied, & peace maintained, there 
is a happie and blefled gouemment, a fweete harmo- 
nie of nature, and an earthly Paradize : for he that (hall 
goe about to counite and couple Vice & Vertue in one, 
putteth a man and a beaft together: honeftie admits no 
fuch knot ; for the end of good, which ought to be af- 
ter one fort, muft not be mingled with any thing difa- 
greeable in an other fort; for Vertue is no longer Vertue 
if mixed with contrarie qualities : we may then fafely 
conclude, that there is no goodlyer poffeffion then Ver- 
tuey and that it is perfeft folly, to couet to be rich, migh- 
tfe, and creepe vp to worldly honour, and make fo fmall 
reckening to be ftored with Vertue^ which is fo certaine, 
the tytle fo glorious and permanent : wherevpon one 
calleth it Dimidium anima mea, which is not vnproper- 
ly fpoken, for take away vertue from a man, which is the 
plain path to fanftimony, he muft be numbred among 
thofe creatures that haue onely effence, and want vn- 
derftanding, fith hee aymeth not at the purpofe of his 
creation. 
The audacitie and ftout courage of the Heathen 
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was fuch, that for morrall vertues would caft them- 
felues into daungers, many times deadly, abandon ri- 
ches, endure pouertie, abide tortures, defiring rather a 
poore quiet life to follow Vertue, then by a profperous 
(late to draw the mind into a troublefome ftirre : for po- 
uertie, performes that indeed, that all Philofophy goeth 
about to perfwade. 

But this dooth much fhake the feeble confcience 
when» we behold diuers good men endued with rare 
vertues, and ftored with good parts, notwithftanding Venue dif- 
oppreffed, difcarred, and as it were made the fcorne and'^^y^^x 
May-game of the world, finding no place of fafetie to P^"®'**^ 
reft vpon, and the bad and vicious to fit in Fortunes lap. 
Now whe we mark thefe vnproportionable accidents, 
onely with the eye of common reafon, 6 how it di- 
ftrafteth the minde! accufing through ignorance the 
iuft and diuine prouidence, becaufe he permitteth the 
good to be puniihed with miferie, and the bad to fwim 
in profperitie : but if we bend our wits to find out a dee- 
per reafon, we fhal fee that the good are not afflifted for 
their hurt, but fatherly chaftifed for their better triall, 
the wicked not fauored, but feuerely punifhed ; for God 
worketh al things for the good of thofe that are his : yet 
who can denie, but that the burthen of pouertie is im- 
portable, hunger, imprifonment, exile, intoUerable per- 
fecution, and death infufferable ? all which is inough to 
driue a man to difpaire of his owne happineffe, fuppo- 
fing God had vtterly forfake him : but the waight here- 
of is lightned & made eafie to them that fteadfaftly be- 
leeue Gods promifes, and caft their care on him, as Pe- 
ter willeth : Caft thy care on him, for hee hath care on 
thee. Moreouer, though a man be poore, ficke, difeafed, 
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An h.m.-i> n.i and waycd downc wnth a clogge of mifcric : yet can he 

rV7n L^iVmi. ""^ '^^'* ^^^ '* ^"^ ***^ *"** naked, as utterly vnable to 
,.,. v„*J''' ' hdp himfclfc or an other: for admit he hath no tempo- 

ffirnriti h. r ri^H ^'^^kU to hcl[)e that way, yet can hee harbour and 
i»K.fia..jc. ilicwc the ri^^hts of hofpitalitic : if hee hath ndthcr of 
'*'"*" both, yet can hcc vifit the fickc, and cheare vp his mind 

with ^<hk1 counfcll: if he be poorc, ficke; lame, harbor- 
U-n'o, anil comfurtlcflc himfclfe. yet can he helpe with 
liis prayers, and communicate his loue by his or3rfons 
anil dcuoiit fupplications : fo that euery one hath a 
rich ftuintainc within, which \'pon cuery occafion may 
Ik* |h»\\to(1 out, and therefore no man can pleade di(a- 
bilitir, and want of mcancs to rclieue. 

And what thou(;h a man haue fome cafuall defor- 
niitic in his body, or bee vnhappily fallen into a WTet- 
(lic'd iil.itc? yet fo Uin«; as his vertue and honeftie 
b in.iy Ik'o iuAiheil, hcc ncede not bee afhamed of bni* 

]' (in^; the Hclh, or feeling penurie, but rather boaft and 

i;lotii* in tliem. for it cannot bee any (hame or dif- 
hon«>ur, to carrie about him the vifible tokens of fuch 
((aticH. neither dcK>th it any whit impaire his credit 
i with the wife and vertuous, nor make him of lefle e- 

lli riiir with f^tKul men, much lc(Tc with God, who put- 
ttlh no (litleience iK'twccn a king and a begger, but 
ouily in (»lKHliencc to his will : but here is the ignomi- 
4 \\U\ to bee branded with the hotte iron of wicked 

lonuerfation ; as when a man (hall haue his eares cut 
III*. frmi"*)u !•"»" I*'** head, or marked in the hand for fome villai- 
#'f yffiiM#* nir, and the fpots of vice fo pregnant on his body, or 
^n|ii|r vnder a hard cenfure, for a bad opinion iuftly 
lotifrinrd: in this cafe hcc hath fmall caufc to glory or 
bnalt, Init rather blufli, be afliamed, and exile himfelfe 

from 
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from common focietie, and ftriue with humilitie to re- 
forme thofe rebellious paflions, that haue fo ftrongly 
lead him into fuch difhoneflie. 

But where Vertue doth rule, the affaires and a£li- 
ons of this life are mannaged with wifedome, and 
thofe fwelling thoughts kept backe, which as a raging 
floud Carrie away all that is not ground-faft, that any 
outward griefe is quietly fuffered, and patiently endu- 
red:* for what aduerfe fortune foeuer happens, is borne 
with contentment ; in fo much as neither pouertie, fick- 
neffe, croffes, affliftions, or what calamitie foeuer come, 
cannot moue or diftemper a ftayed minde : for beeing 
inflamed with a conftant refolution, doth fit himfelfe 
to beare the troubles of this life, with a valiant and im- 
mutable courage. 

Stilpo a Greeke Philofopher, when the citie where 
hee dwelt was burnt to finders, his wife and children 
confumed in the flame, and all that hee had turned to 
afhes, himfelfe hardly efcaping with his life, was aflced 
what he loft in the fire (quoth he) I loft nothing, for Om- Omnia mea 
nia mea mecum porto^ all that is mine I carrie about me ; ff^^^porto 
meaning his vertues, the onely proper goods of a wife 
man, which no force of fire can c5fume, nor the furie of 
no enemy take away. In like maner an other being told 
his own fon was dead, was no whit moued at y« meffage ; 
and being told againe & again he was dead, why quoth 
he, what of that > I knew I begat a mortall creature, and 
being mortall, he muft needs die : who could beare fuch 
great caufe of griefe without fome ftiew of forrow.^ but 
fuch fmal reckning did the wife Heathe make of world- 
ly loffes : for it is the nature of ma to relent, deplore, and 
be fubieft to lamentations, yet their wifedome kept it 
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vnflcr the yoakc of reafon : or wbo in thefe daics would 
fci' Kr, f i4.i.f rcfufc fuch [irercrment ^LuDicgemes? or his kade of gold, 
h •»••«. w a> Fabritius ? or cart his treafure into the fca, as Amiifftuf 
K»iai . . J verily fuppofe fewe or none would bee of that minde, 
neither \% it To needfully required ; Chriftian forrow for 
worldly lofles is fuflfcrable : riches and n'calth to a good 
man are comfrirtable, by reafon he hath greater means 
to tlo (^'kkI, for the daunger lycth in the abufe, and not 
finiply in the vfe: for to a bad man they are indeede 
thf* caufc of more euili, becaufe they minifter more 
niatirr to his wicked and finfull defire. 

A man may warmc him by a fire, though hee bume 

not liimfcirc in it : fo a rich man may moderately vfe 

hi*i riches, though with them hee ftoppe not vp the 

|,^a|>|)C to happincflc : but the deadly hatred they 

\Hnr to cxtcrnall things, (heu'ed theyr loue to Vtrtme^ 

unit the (Icfirc they had to diue into the depth of wife- 

ilornr ; A liow they ftroue about the contemplatiue 

ami a/tiu€? life! fomc choofing one, fome the other, 

(liii^;lln^ who fliould come ncareft vnder the wings 

of Vertuf, and yet for all this they laboured but in 

flat km fir and blindc ignorance, and neuer attained 

to that true ioy, by which the heart is exalted to 

litittiortalitir : for the true and abfolute Vertue is the 

tiiir kiiowlr«lgc of (iOU, the way to worftiip him 

iiit^'til, and true comfort in aducrfitie, for nothing 

fiin \wv \\KM\A without the foucraigne good: if men 

lire i|;nor.int of that, all is falfc, and theyr intentions 

{/III* iiwiie, but the Philofophicall summum bonum re- 

\\vi\ in this; namely, in the quiet apprehending of 

%%\\U\\\, and fafhioning the outward man to ciutll obe- 

ftlrni \\ and could neucr poffefTc themfclucs of that 
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heauenly felicitie, vnder which all Veriue is comprehen- 
ded. 

Pouertie ought not to moue the minde with reft- Pouertie 
leffe paflions, but to allaie the heate with contentati- °^^J5 "f * 
on, and pacifie the vnftaied affeflions, which will niore^^g„^^^ 
eafily be done, if a man confiderately call to mind, how 
many perfons in the world are in as wretched, or more 
wofull eftate then he himfelfe is, yet the deare children 
of God too : but in aduerfitie many lofe themfelues in 
difcontentment, not patiently wayting, but greedily 
fnatching, not content with that they haue be*it neuer 
fo much, but adding goods to goods, and multiplying 
more to enough with neuer fatisfied defire, tormenting 
the minde with vnquiet motions, and by that meanes 
make the freedome of life a fharpe and bitter bondage: 
for if their life were fix times fo long, as it may be by the 
ineuitable courfe of nature, yet the tenth part of that they 
haue, were fufficient to maintain them well and honeft- 
ly, and declare whereto they were borne, and inrich 
their pofteritie after ; why fhould they then be fo greedy 
and earthly minded to confume their dayes in fuch vn- 
reafonable cares? whereby they are neuer at reft, but 
in continuall flauery, fo greatly do they feare leaft they 
fhould be poore: and fo in the midft of plentie Hue in 
want, and thus become incap[ab]le of reafon, and moft mi- 
ferable of all men : for no externall thing can in them- 
felues make a ma vnhappie, if immoderate defire creep 
not in to breed rebellion, fo that ftill our former afferti- 
on muft hold : In medio conciftit vertus^ VerUie ftands be- 
tweene two extreames: in cooling the heate of defire 
with Temperance, not in feeding the belly fo much as 
it will hold, cloathing the backe fo farre as the purfe will 
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with the hope of a better life, which afluredly hee (hall 

The oomfor- cnioy if fo be he hold out to the ende in a holy and vcr- 

uble hope of tuous couife, and for forrow here, haue ioy there ; and 

a poore man. {^^ ^ hellifli life now. a heauenly life then ; when thofe 

that haue their heauen here, and wallow in folace, ioy, 

and camall pleafures in this world, mud with Diuts be 

tormented in cndlefle flames in the world to come. 

To what end then fhould a man be g^eued at mife- 
xy^ and murmur, as though hee were an abte£l, an out- 
caft, and forlome : when there (hall be a fupply of his 
wants, in aboundant meafure, and be crowned a king 
of that heauenly lerufaltm, 

Vpon a time Solon found a poore man fitting by the 
fea fide, bewayling his miferie in great difpaire. whom 
he comforted in this manner : Brother why weep you, 
what haue you lofl, is it want and pennury that nippeth 
you ? Alas for that you haue fmall caufe ; for fay you 
were in the midded of yonder great fea, loaden with 
treafure, in daunger of drowning, would you not wil- 
lingly lofe your goods to faue your life? Why*thinke 
then you were once in like perill, and haue efcaped, and 
loft but your onely goods : then now pacifie your felfe, 
be content with your ftate. Thus we fee what daunger 
a rich man is in, by the opinion of this wife Heathen. 
Vice & Vcr- Two waies arc propofed and laide open to all, the 
toe two waie*. one inuiting to Vertuf, the other alluring to vice ; the 
firft is comberfome, intricate, vntraded, oucrgrowne, 
and many obftacles to difmay a paffcngcr ; the other 
plaine, euen beaten, ouerfhadowcd with boughes, ta- 
piftred with flowers, and many obicfls to feed the eye ; 
now a man that lookes but only to the outward fhewe, 
will eafily tread the broadcft pathe, but if hee perceiue 

that 
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that this fmooth and euen way, leads to a neaft of Scor- 
pions or a litter of Beares, he will rather take the other 
though it be rugged and vnpleafant, then hazard him- 
felfe in fo great a daunger. 

The high-way that leades to pleafure is verie fpati- 
ous, it lyeth open like the fea, many tempting motions, 
to inuoke the mind : Lamea fitting by the way gorgious- 
ly deckt, the Syrens with fweete melody, to intrappe the 
paflenger, if with Vlijfes he bind not himfelfe to the maft 
of prouident refpe<El ; and many Lyos, Beares & Wolues 
He in waite for their pray. But the pathe leading to 
Vertue, though it be toylefome, laborious, difficult, a 
way vneafie to be trackt, hard to finde, craggie, fto- 
nie, thorny, and a fweating turmoyle, as the Poet defcri- 
beth: 

Nam via virtntis, dextrum petit ardua callem, 
Dificilem que additum, primum fpe6lantibtis offert, 
Sed requiem prcebet fejjis in vertice fummo. 

For Vertues rugged pathe requires, 

a (lout and painfull minde : 
And daungers new are multiplied, 

to fuch as will her finde. 
But in the ende great ioy (he brings, &c. 

Yet feeing hee goeth (Ireight to his lournies ende, 
(hall arriue at the houfe of Fame, be crowned with ho- 
nor, who will not vndergoe a poore labour, to gaine 
fo rich a Jewell } for though the rootes of Vertue be bit- 
ter, yet the fruites be fweete. 

Againe, if in things dangerous and full of perilles, Dulda non 
a man will not fticke to hazard his . life, run through fire ff^fndt, 
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and water, abide hunger, colde, and willingly beare a 
thoufand mifcries, incident to long and tedious iour- 
nics, to diue into the bowelles of the earth for golde, 
traffique to Orinoque^ the Indians, and farrc remote pla- 
ces, to feede the long dcflre of this (hort life, as the Poet 
faiUi: 

Impiger extrctnos currit marcator ad Indos^ 
Per mare pauperiem fugiens^ per/axa, per igneis: 



Many waies 
leading to 
(hamc 



How ought they the to hunt after Vertut^ the bright 
fonne of profperitie, which can raife them vp, tanquam 
I puluere & Into, out of duft and claic, to the high pitch 
of euerlafting honour. 

But as many waies croflTc the Queenes high-way, fo 
Vertue is wanted and thwarted, with many fmoothe 
paths, if by exafl care they be not auoyded ; and though 
there be a fpatious oppofition, an Antitlujis, yet no fuch 
difference at the firft fecmeth, for long pacing breedeth 
content, by reafon the mine is nummed and brought a 
fleepe, with fuch varictie of obiefls, as dazle the fences, 
and fixe the opinion fo firme in an ill courfe, that he 
findeth himfelfe enexorable to tume head, and fet foo- 
ting in the way of Vertue, 

Neuertheleffe, though Vertue is fo noble, glorious, 
honourable, immortal!, &c. (that neither my dull wit, 
rudeneffe of fpeech, or this little volume is able to ex- 
preffe her infinit praifes : but had rather need of prompt 
eloquence, and cunning mod excellent, and much lei- 
fure therevnto) yet Vice is painted out with fuch good- 
ly colours, and fo gorgioufly fct out with ponipe, that 
lumping with the naturall impediment, a man is foone 
lulde a fleepe in plcafures, and deluded by phantafma, 
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a dreame, a (hadow : as it was with Calippus, that dreamd 
he was a King, and whe awooke he was a begger : or the 
foole of Syracufa^ who being oppreft with melancho- 
ly, thought all the fhips that arriued in the hauen, were 
laden with his marchandize ; fo doth it mocke the ima- 
gination, with flattering allurements, and drawe a man 
by litle & litle to his own deftruftion. O tis an amiable 
diuel, a fweet fmne, a lycorous poyfon, a fmiling cut- 
throate, a weeping Crokidile : fo that by this the minde 
is drawne from all celeftiall contemplation, and from 
that heauenly regard which the fingularitie of that di- 
uine fweetnefle doth require, and by that meanes be- 
come carelefle & negligent, in the purfuit of Vertuey and 
haue no defire to be partaker of her vtilitie and profite, 
but are wholy circumuented and carried away by Iniu- 
ftice, luxurie, pride, couetoufnefTe, felf-loue, and fuch 
like ; for this fleeting ioy, is a fweet delight ; but as the 
Poets faine, that drinking the water LetluE, breedcth for- 
getfulnefle : fo vice and pleafure, makes the mind obtufe 
and carelefle of all holy vertues, whereby the whole man 
is tranfported into all Hcentioufnefle. And for this caufe 
are pleafures compared to the Syrins, that appeare lone- 
ly in fight with golden locks, chirry lippes, rofie cheeks, 
&c and all that part aboue the water goodly, beautifull, 
and pleafant to beholde: but the tayle hid belowe is 
fliarpe, crooked, venomous, that (he no fooner draweth 
a man vnto her by a wanto countenance, but prefently 
flings him to death ; for paine & pleafure are two twins, 
for he no fooner letteth his minde flip to one, but the 
other is readie to caft him into a miferable efl:ate. And 
therefore to ftiun pleafures, it is good to behold her be- 
hind and not before, to cofider what trouble, torments, 
diflionour, and ignominie, waits vpon her, for after her 
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ghcfts arc furfcitcd with dainties, (he makes the ende as 
fatall and ominous as the Centaurs feafts : a futile Sjrmm^ 
that tclles a pleafing tale to breede fecuritie, dropping 
hony from her lippcs, but hath the poyfon of Afpes vo- 
der her tonnruc, a (landing ponde, cleare aboue but all 
(ilth and muddc below: and therfore the wife fchoole- 
maiftcr, warncth his fcholler to (hunne plcafures. for 
ad De- fcarc of fmart ; fowre things follow fweete, and icy hea- 
uincfTc. VolupUis efca malorum^ faith he, Pleafure is the 
bait of cuil : and hor, ad lollium, 

Spcrne voluputtis nocet enipta dolore t'olupias. 

lidiwife- Yet many repute themfelues wife and excellently 
«• fccn, though they are nothing daunted at fuch a htdious 

monftcr: and fo arc wife only in opinion, and with this 
fottifli cogitation enterprifc matters infamous, yea of- 
tentimes to the vtter mine & oucrthrow of themfelues^ 
and by this meancs run headlong into all manner vice, 
not fufpcAing the m5(lcr-like danger ouer their heads. 

He that followes pleafure, is as the fpider that labou- 
reth all day to intanglc a flic, or like a wanton boy that 
blowes vp feathers into the aire, and fpends the time in 
running vp and downe after them ; for what is pleafure 
but a puflc ? and what is all painfull and ponderous la- 
bour but a copwcb if wc (hoote not at this marke, to 
caft anchor in the harbor of Vertue ? for if we couet to be 
honoured, otherwife then by Vertue, we climbe a rot- 
ten ladder furc to fall ; for vaine-glory is a blaze which 
foone vaniflicth, gliftering for a while in fome outward 
pompe, in the darkncffc of this world, carrjnng with 
it fome (hcwe of Gcntric, when tis but the fcumme 
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of Vice, Pride, and fwelling Ambition : for what gaine 
is it for a man to win the whole world, and loofe his 
owne foule? to daunce in pleafure for a while, and Hue 
in woe for euer ? What great matter was in Darius and 
Alexander, Tamberlaine and Baiazethy Ozfar and Pompey^ 
that ftroue for the monarchiall gouemment, and to be 
fole Potentates of the world? but that the after times 
might fmg with Melib. 

Hcec memini & vUlum, frujlra contendere Thyrfin, Edog, 7. 

Ex illo Coridon, Coridan eft tempore nobis. 

What was their happines, but vnquiet & perturbati- 
ons? and neuer attained to that theyr ambition fought 
after, but fnatching at vncertaintie, like Efops dog, loft 
that they were fure of before : fo that all this worldly 
ftrife was but to fatisfie the hungry defire of a fewe 
dayes, to purchafe fuch honour as finkes into obliuion, 
leauing no happie memorie behinde of any notable 
vertue. 

But the onely warre-fare is ftriuing for Verttie, by The beft 
refifting the paflions of the minde : this is both a valiant warrc-farc 
and an honourable expedition, a true Martialift he is 
indeed, that by ftrong hand labours to fuppreffe his re- 
bellious lufb, and is ambitious of nothing but onely 
Vertue, as Themiftocles, that faid, the monuments. Tro- 
phies, glory, and great fame of Miltiades, would not fuf- 
fer him to take his reft, for that exceeding defire he had 
to imitate him in Vertue, that fo he might rife vp to like 
honour. Former prefidents are fpurres to quicken ^^ piuiarck. 
mind, to embrace that Vertue portraied out by our aun> 
tients, and a meanes to make vs vigilant and watchfull, 
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Icaft by floath wc become blinde, ignorant, and grope 
in the darke with Polephemus : and this is mod euident* 
that fo long as we h'ue in pleafure, the minde is neuer il- 
luminated with diuine moyfture: for while the time is 
fpent in voluptuoufneflfe, a blaft of vanitie, a bubble of 
water, the excellent faculties of the foule are deprefled 
and weyed downe with bafe & feruile defignements. 

But hauing thus rudely run ouer the profitable (hi- 
die of Verttu, in this homely manner, as the dulneflfe of 
my wit, and fhortneflTe of time would fuffer, it now re- 
maincth to blaze out her enemie Vice, & more liuely to 
paint out thofe capitall euils which oppofe themfelues 
Adiometrical againft honeftic. And in this the method of the aunti- 
oppofitton be- q^^ Philofophers is to be obfcrued, who were not con- 
Vcrtii *" *" ^^"^ ^^ explain the morall vertucs, with a bare and fim- 
ple demonftration, but alfo fct to euery one her contra- 
ry and repugnant vice, that by due cpnfidering both, 
we might embrace the good and fhun the euill ; and 
that by the glory of one, the other might be more vg- 
ly and loathfome : for when Vertue is vifibly painted out, 
inuironcd with Vice, we haue her in greater admiratio, 
and her excellencies in higher regard, & therefore Forti- 
tude hath audacitie on the one fide, & timiditie on the 
other fide, fcience, ignorance, & finifter perfwafion, and 
fo euery one, the more & the lefTe, whereby we fee not 
onely the Image and reflexion, but the very abflrafl 
and eflence of them both, & although one would think 
that Temperance, a heauenly Vertue, were inough to 
moue the fobrietie, yet if the many enormities that come 
of the contrary be omitted, a man is hardly diflwaded. 
Therefore Diogenes being demaunded how one (hould 
keepe himfelf fober, by beholding (quoth he) the beaft- 
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Hneffe of drunkards ; for it is manifeft, that when a crab- 
bed vifage and a misfhapen body, (hall (land by an ami- 
able & louely perfonage, the deformitie of the one doth 
much illuftrate and beautifie the other. Veftus was euer 
faireft when (he flood by Vulcd: fo that viewing this yl«- 
tithifisy honour and (hame, perfeft bliffe & neuer dying 
forrow, & looking to the finall endes, & the reward that 
they both yeeld at lad, we may be flirred vp with an ar- 
dent zeale, to deftroy Vice, & maifter that comberfome 
feruant paflion. 

Now the chiefe motiue herevnto, is diligent educa- 
tion & training vp youth in difcipline, whereby a vniuer- Good educa- 
fall good is attained ; for this is the maine pillar that hoi- ***^° ^ ^^ 
deth vp & vnderprops the gouemment, without which ^ ki^ome* 
no Commo-wealth could fland & peaceably continue. 
And therefore it is in the power of parents, to make or 
marre the world ; for if children be not well nurtured, 
how (hall they bequeath that to pofleritie which they 
neuer deriued fro their aunceftors.^ or if fuperiours and 
magiflrates, giue not good example in their places, how 
(hould they induce other to pietie? for as Atlas is faig- 
ned to fupport the heauens with his (houlders, fo muft 
the world be held vp by difcipline, & thofe vices cut off 
with the fword of reformation, that fight againft hone- 
ftie ; for her valour and courage will foone weaken by 
impunitie and euill example ; but as the cutting off the 
head of a ferpet killeth the body, fo the immoderate paf- 
fions of y« mind rooted out in the beginning, the whole 
body of this hidious mofter voluptuoufnes is deftroied, 
and the tranquility of the mind poffeft with greater ioy ; 
for being once taught to loath Vice, & traded in wel do- 
ing, irom the cradle, is thereby fo well qualified, as it 
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doth not eaftly chaunge any good oourfe it Yndertakes^ 
but vpon well grounded reafons. For hauing focne 
knowledge of it[s] owne inward good* findeth nothing 
without of fo equall rate, for which it (hould alter and 
tume, but being firmly fetled in an booeft courie, kee- 
peth a fweete concord betweene the intelkftiuc and 
the morrall, and yeeldeth it felfe futable» to the veituous 
difpofition of the minde; the excellencies idiereof, is 
manifcftcd with fuch rare dcmonftrations» that it neuer 
fubicflcth it fclfc to bafe inconftancie and feeble ha- 
zards, cxfHrlling Vice, as an enemie to all good ende- 
uour. 

Hrfiocriut To proceed, Vertut cannot bee gotten without 

Aorl decdocrt imploymcnt of the minde and body in commendable 
fT*'* arts, Sccuritic and eafe draweth to Vice: if a man 

then will build vpon a pcrfe6l afTurance, and make his 
cftatc durable, hcc mud bend his whole endeuours to 
honed labour, & not onely do well, but continue there- 
in to the end. But if a man fuppofe to be richly vertu- 
ous for one good deed ; as in paying duties, tmpofiti- 
ons, talla(;es to the poorc Church, or Commd-wealth ; 
if taxed according to his abilitie, and forcibly exa6led 
from him, it is but the fuperficics and blaze of Vertu€\ 
for InUntio animi non aflus perfecit aflum : the willingnes 
doth approue the a6l : or if a man do a good deed by ac- 
cident and haphazard, to blinde the opinion, and by a 
counterfeit fliewc fccke to infmuatc into a good re- 
port, when othcrwifc the whole fcope of his life be viti- 
ous and cuill» what lawde can hee iuftly mcrite ? but 
where intirely the minde is bent therevnto, and infla- 
med with her pulchritude, fo that he perflft and holde 
out therein. As for example, as he is not to be termed a 
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Taylor, that onely mendeth his garment, or he a (hoo- 
maker that onely patcheth his (hooe, vnleffe he make it 
his whole art, and expofe himfelfe therevnto, as to his 
trade and occuption : fo in like manner, he that ftum- 
bleth vpon one good aftion by chaunce, is not by and 
by to be deemed a perfeft man ; but he onely that doth 
well, and perfifteth in fo doing, and as his trade, bee 
wholly occupied therein. For as the minde of the hus- 
bandman is euer vpon cattell, tillage, and fuch things 
as belong to his calling, Saylors vpon their (hips, & foul- 
diers on the warres, and fchollers on learning, fo muft 
the whole difpofition and carriage be occupied in Ver- 
tuey as on the day-ftarre that guideth to the hauen of 
reft. 

It is not therefore one or two good deeds, or fuch 
things as are done by chaunce-medley, or peraduen- 
ture without a fetled minde, that Verttie honoreth, for 
euery man goeth fo far in common honeftie : but when 
the integritie of the heart is ftirred vp by deuotion to 
ftreame out a continuall ftore of good workes, with a 
mind willingly difpofed therevnto. 

Neuertheleffe, if our eye-fight and vnderftanding 
could pierce inward, or that we had the eyes of LifiXy to 
penetrate the fecrets of the minde, we might fee many 
rauening wolues, couered with a fheepes (kinne, and 
the nature of a cruell and fauage Tyger lurking in 
fome, that outwardly carrie a femblance of Vertue, a 
ciuil courfe, & an hypocrite clad with the mantle of ho- 
neftie: for fhee carrieth a generall good liking of all 
men, and (as Plato faith) if (he could be vifibly painted 
out to the eye, euery one would bee wonderfully 
rauifhed with her perfeftions, and therefore the euill 
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fcckc to hide their vices vnder her (hadow, and drawe 
the curtainc of pollicie in the portraiture of pietie: 
for (land he ncuer fo obftinate in a defperate ftate, and 
bee really pofTcft with wickedneiTe, yet in no cafe 
will hee willingly fecme to be that in (hewe which hee 
Ifyt^ocrific is is indeed, Kut labour to hide it what he may, and co- 
()«iui*ie imj»ic. ucr the fliame of cuill with a fimple (hadow, if it be but 
with figge-lcaues, and deaurate and guild ouer his 
fpottcs and fores with the tinflure, and d)rc of holy- 
ncffe. For the puritie of Vertui makes men deteft their 
ownc euill, and though Vice breake out, and be ne- 
ucr fo pregnant, yet will they cunningly blinde the opi- 
nion, and flye to her for fuccour: and albeit thcyr 
eyes bee dazclcd with the fplendour of VerUu^ and 
cannot choofe but admire her beautie, yet haue they 
no power to follow her, but pine away, and giue her no 
Jlor, entertainment, which the Poet well noteth, Virtus lam- 

datur & alget. 

Vertue (faith hee) is praifed of many, but (he may 
(larue for colde before they will take her in, and warme 
her by their fire. 

Thcfc are right counterfeites, that haue nothing 
but a clowde or fkinne of Vertue^ which as a flender 
painting is waflit off with cuery dafli, a glofe, an I- 
mage, that they kccpc fo long as they haue pleafure or 
profit thereby : they may well be compared to vaine- 
glorious women, who becaufe they want beautie, co- 
lour their faces with painting, to get that by art, that na- 
ture hath denied them. 

Yea there be fome that fecme the very Images of 
fanftitie, lowcly, courteous, modcft, humble, their eyes 
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fixed on their graues, their haire (horter then their eye- 

browes, as though they were myrrours of religion Deceitful dou- 

and pietie, and by robbing Vertue of her beft apparell, ^*^ Scalers. 

decke themfelues with the habite of honeftie, and 

yet haue nothing within but artificiall knauerie, fraud, 

deceit, and hypocricie : for if outwardly ftretcht to 

fliewe theyr inward good, they then appeare as they 

are, and lay themfelues open to theyr owne fhame : 

the touch-ftone of triall can foone diftinguifli them a- 

right ; 6 how fuch fmoothe fronted hypocrites can 

dally with the time, and cut out their manners to the 

beft fafhions, onely to pleafe thofe who meafure others 

good by their owne integritie, and as long as the Sun 

fhines, goe by the fhadowe of others, but their light 

failing, foone leaue their earneft following, and is fo 

hotly bent in his colde zealc, that he is neuer without a 

boult in his mouth to (hoote through his fimple neigh- . 

bour. 

But becaufe I will not be too Cinicall, to anato- 
mize particular imperfeftions, I will bee fparing: 
I could neuertheleffe paint out fome, that as long as 
gaine hung on their profeffion, were not flacke to ouer- 
take the beft men : but the world flyding, their meanes There be too 
failing, and the gaine they reaped by fuch their profef- ™^"y ^^^^._ 
fion decaying, theyr hotte loue to pietie melts away ^^ *^ 

like fnowe before the Sunne, and as dogs, turne back to 
their owne vomit. So that heere is the depth of poli- 
cie, in fifting the carryage to the humour of good 
men, that tracing the path of counterfeit holyneffe, 
might gaine both fauour and aduancement For as I 
faid before, if Vice ftiould come in her own ftiape, fewe 
or none would giue her entertainment, and though 
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inwardly imbraced of fome, yet outwardly detefted of 
all. 

Thefe are like blades that haue painted fheathes, but 
canker-fret and ruftie within. And as the Cameleon 
hath all colours faue white, fo haue they all parts sauc 
honeftie. 

The fifli Polipus (as fome write) hath this properties 
that it can turne it felfe into the likenefTe of a ftone, or 
feeme to be that which is next it, and fo vnder colour 
of not feeming as it is, doeth rauen vppon other filhes. 
So in like manner do colde Chriftians prey vppon the 
fimplicitie of honed mindes, and fit themfelues to all 
companies. If among good and vertuous men, then is 
he like them, fetting himfelfe in his beft properties, and 
feeme to haue that which euery honeft man ought to 
haue, and fo by that means hide great vices vnder a thin 
colour of Vertue, that by fo fitting his habit to the time 
and place, is for the humour of euery perfon, and thus 
by craftie and difguifed diffimulation, live in outward 
happineffe, by praying vpon the good opinion of other 
men. 

But as Socrates faid to an humble hypocrite, his pride 
might be feene through the rents of his cloake : fo this 
falfe and double dealing cannot fo long be hid, but it 
will breake out at one rent or other, and deteft his pilfe- 
rie, according to the chaunge of times. 

And albeit the puritie of truth is not hereby any 
whit impeached, being euer one and the fame: yet by 
this we may fee the nakednes of old Adam, that wil at no 
hand appeare as he is. 

But this idle (hewe and falfe appearance, 6 how dan- 
gerous it is to the truth ! being poffeffed with nought but 
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trcacherie and cofonage, a capitall plague, it is for the 
wicked to make (hewe of goodneflfe, and may fitly be 
forted to the Apothicaries painted boxes, that haue no- 
thing within but poyfon, or fome deadly compound : 
for which the- Pharifes were (harpely reprehended by 
our Sauiour in the Gofpell, and as the Lorde complai- 
neth by the Prophet, They hofiour me with their lippes : 
hut their hearts are farre from me. And therefore he is no vcrtue is not 
good man that can reafon of Vertue in words, but hee in vaine wonU 
that hath a true poffeflion in deed, whereby the confci- ^'"^ *" ^^"" 
ence is lead to deale iuftly, in a continued courfe of well ^^^^ ^ 
doing : for it is no paine to giue milkie words, fweete 
tearmes, and make a vaine florifh of honeftie, to choake 
the hard opinion, which otherwife might iuftly be im- 
puted : for this is but vaine-glory, which is euer gaping 
with open mouth for popular applaufe, for doing fome 
thing that hath a Ihew of Vertue, to get praife of the rude 
multitude. 

And though by profperitie a man be dignified with 
glorious titles, yet if it fpring not from Vertues roote, it is 
but a baftard plant, a rotten carkaiTe with a painted (kin. 
And howfoeuer they mocke the world for a while with 
the badge of honeftie, yet the all-feeing eye of heauen, God fear- 
to whom darknefle is light, perfpicuoufly obferueth all cheth into 
their deeds, and will bring them forth euen as they are ^^^ ^^'^*^' 
naked and vncouered: But as fuch fallacies, and dillufi- 
ons, are incident to a bafe and feruile condition : fo are 
they eucrmore abhorred of an honeft man. 

Neuertheleffe many there be that binde themfelues Lying is be- 
apprentife to vniuft collufion and fraudulent dealing come an oc- 
in fo much that lying and faUhood is become an occu- momrft m^. 
pation, faire and fmoothe words carry away all their ny men. 
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gaincs, tncrcafcd by opprdlion, and by dduding the 
fimplc, make bad wares vendible, and that which is cor- 
ni{)t, x-nholfome & naught, (with many proCeftations) 
\tter for good and excellent, and that at vnreafonable 
rate too. It is la^-full for euery man to maintaine his 
charge, and by his calling in which he is (et, which to o- 
mit is worfcr then an Infidell : but with this caution, e- 
uermore profit, mud guc with honefUe, and not immea- 
furably carried with greedy aflfc^liu, to multiply gain by 
vniuft means ; that that is cofcionably gott£ is profitable ; 
and nothing profitable, that is difhoneft: but to pull a- 
way either by \'furic, extortion, briberie, or fraudelent 
dealing, is repugnant to honcftie : or to encreafe a com- 
moditic by an other mans difcommoditie, ryueth afun- 

^^' 3- dcr the common fellowlhip of mankinde. Tm/fy hand- 

ling this argument in his offices to his fonne AfarJkf, 
faith ; If two runne in a race, each one ought to ftriue fo 
much as he can to win the prize : but in no cafe he muft 
not trip his fellow, keep him back with his hand, or call 
blocks to ftumble on, for that is not equal : fo in like fort 
(faith he) while we run a race in this world, it is good 
to get that may feme the turn, in an equall & iuft courfe : 
but it is neither right, nor honcft, to racke, extort, and 
purloyne from other, and by fctting the confcience on 
the tainter-hookes, to rife vp by his fall. 

It was ordained by the Athenian Lawe, that the 
feller, (hould laie open the faultes of the ware to the 

//^. J 0j!f. buyer, and feeing he felleth, to fell with the beft aduan- 
tagc to him that buyeth, with this or the like promul- 
gation. 

Adtuxif expo/tit, vendo mmtn non pluris quam cateri: 
fortajfi etiam minoris, aim ntaior eft copia, cui fit iniuria f 
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Here is my ware, I offer it to fell, I fell mine for no 
more then other men, perhappes alfo for leffe, feeing I 
haue more ftore, to whom is the wrong done? but hee 
that (hould obferue this in our dayes, would either be 
thought a mad man or a foole ; fo farre is this griping co- 
uetoufneffe rooted in the harts of many, that they make 
no confcience to get gaine ; Fas aut nephas^ by hooke or 
crook fo they may come by it : in fo much that this gree- 
die defire hath eaten vp all remorfe of confcience, that 
labor all day with deceit, and rife vp early to wealth, by 
the fpoyle & vndoing of other. O how pleafant & fweet 
is the fauour of gaine to the camall man, be it neuer fo 
iniurioufly gotten ! Vefpafian the Emperour, delighted 
fo in powling and pilling his fubie£ls, that nothing was 
exempted from his tallage : not fo much as the very vrin 
made in euery houfe, but he had tribute for a certaine 
quantitie, for which being maligned and ill fpoken of, 
his fonne diffwaded him from it, as a thing bafe & dif- 
honourable : but putting fome of the piding mony in a Vnlawfull 
perfumed napkin, held it to his fonnes nofe aflcing him g*"*« j^ ^^^^ 
how it fmelt ; meaning thereby, that though it was had J^i^d^""^'"^ 
of a filthy excrement, yet the money fauoured well 
enough ; Suauis odor lucri ex qualibet^ and that gaine is 
fweete of whatfoeuer it commeth. 

All lying, in making bargaines is vtterly forbidden, 
falfe waits & meafures abhominable, and wealth gotten 
this way clogs the foule : for it is neuer profitable to do 
euil, becaufe it is euermore hatefull : and becaufe it is al- 
wayes honed to deale iuftly, tis euermore profitable. 
No man by the ignorance of an other, ought to increafe 
his owne gaine : and no greater iniurie can be vfed 
amongfl godly Chriftians, then falfely to mocke the 

vnder 



50 



\T5dcnbtnding. Nothing couetoufly, vniuftly, wrong- 
fully. «• waueringiy, is fit to be done. 

He that is therefore fet vp in a trade, and hath to deale 
with men in bargaining, muft be wane lead he be carri- 
ed into vnconfdonable getting; and be content with 
a reafonable gaine without exa£Uon, for the ignorance 
of the bux^er. cannot excufe the deceit of the feller. 

Xeuerthekffe, many (hop-keepers» keep fmall con- 
fcieace in \ttering their ware, their fhops, (hops of de- 
ceit« for now almod all men crye out, that there is no- 
thing but cofonage in bu}*ing and felling, and not with 
out caufe : for let a fimple man come to buy a peece of 
doath. or what other thing he needeth in fome of their 
ihops ( I will not fay all, for no doubt fome deale honeft- 
ly) if hee be ignorant and vnfkilfuU in that hee buy- 
cth, is fure to pay double the value, or at leaftwife much 
more than it is worth : and yet wil they fweare and pro- 
Mi-v lia^ ^^^^ ^"^ heape vp a many oathes, that were it not to him 
vponthefim- hc could not hsLX^ it fo, and that it is farre better then 
p!;citic of the the mony he paieth ; the buyer thus deceiued, yet thinks 
^^^^' himfelfe greatly friended : but if he bookes that he fells, 

and that the buyer comes vpon truft, then (hall he pay 
well for Inke and paper, that in the ende he muft buye 
his commoditic twife. Yea, craft is crept into the bo- 
fome of fome, with fuch Foxe-like fubtiltie, that they 
laie open their ware as nettes, to catch young Gentle- 
men, who hauing good friends and aflured poffibilitie 
(hall haue what he will vpon truft : prouided his lands 
be bound for paiment ; and fo long feede his humour 
with coyne and commodities, that they creep at laft in- 
to his whole poflTeffions. 
A man muft not onely vfe a lawfuU trade, but alfo 
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vfe it lawfully, without deceit ; and though it be neuer 
fo bafe, yet if followed with diligence, will maintaine 
his eftate honeftly, fo be it that he alwaies keepe within 
the efTenciall properties thereof: yet there be fome that 
haue fuch wandring wittes and ftiittle heads, that neuer 
reft till they haue afTaied all meanes, leaue the limits of 
their calling, and runne into by courfes, and either fall 
into a loytering life, or attempt that wherein they haue 
no fkill, whereby their follies many times are made ma- 
nifeft to the world ; for none can iudge of an Art, but he 
that is an Artizan, hereby hindring his neighbour, who 
hath fitted himfelfe to it by experience, deluding the 
common-wealth, and offending the lawe. Appelles rule 
is quite forgot ; Ne futor^ vltra crepidam. The fliomaker The painter 
muft not goe beyond his latchet, the plowman meddle ft>5^e t^» ^^ 
in matters of Art, nor fchoUers teach Coridon to holde thaf iUsnow 
the plough, but euery man to keepe within the com- forgotten. 
paffe of his owne flcill, and not like wild coultes to 
breake into other mens paftures : But many bufie fel- 
lowes that haue ftiort armes, yet will clafpe many 
things, fuppofing that to enterprife is fufficent to exe- 
cute, and that to beginne is onely inough, though 
they neuer make an end, and thruft into many trades, 
and heape one thing vpon an other, in fo much that it 
often falleth out, that being Solicitus circa multa^ bufied 
in many things, proue vnfit for any thing : let the vnum 
then be preferred that tyeth a man in compaffe of good One thing is 
abilitie. For as a fwift currant running in one kill, is very ^eceffane. 
forcible, but if deuided into fmall angles is leffe power- 
full : fo in like cafe fo long as a man holdeth out in that 
hee was brought vp in, it is effeftuall, but if hee once 

ftraggle and fcatter into other Arts, doth vtterly wea- 
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ken and difable himfelfe, and is vnfit for any notable 
enteq>rife, and by leaning his peculiar trade, is poT- 
fed with fuch a greedie difcontent, as hee reptnetfa at 
the profperitie of his neighbour, which is the finite of 
enuy. 

Others there be fo luflcifli and idle, that thoi^ 

they haue both meanes, ftrength and abilitie, yet will 

follow none at all, but be better content with hunger 

and eafe, then labour and profite, or elfe by vnlawfoll 

(hifts come to a fhamefull ende : but as the gripplenefle 

of the one is to be auoyded, fo the fecuritie of the odier 

is to be hated. It is meete that euery man fcdlow his 

owne vocation, and being ordained for one thing, not 

to fall into an other: If fit for one, to holde that, and 

Soikidokl feeke no other: if apt for poUicie, to leaue the Mini- 

Father Uti- ftrfe : if fit for the plough, to leaue the Pulpit, and 

■^' vfe that for which hee is moft pregnant: for one of 

thefe require a whole man, and not the leaft part of 

a man. 

Three things vphold a Monarchie in peace & tran- 
quillitie, Scil: tu fuppUx, ora, tu proUgi^ tuqmg labora^ Pray 
Three ihinci thou, defend thou, and labor thou : thefe 3. imploy the 
intended in happincffc of eucry (late ; the firft the Ecdefiafticall dif- 
^ °^ cipline : the fecond, the politique ftate : and the third, 

the (late fubiugate : fo that by thefe, & in thefe, a peace- 
able gouemment is maintained : and thefe are the im- 
ployments of the particulars members of a politique 
bodie, within the limits of which, euery one muft keepe 
and containe himfelfe. 

But if any man fall into extrauagant courfes, hee 
flippeth into thofe euils that ilowe from the complexi- 
on of nature. Wee fee howe many are rapt vp with 
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greedie defire of getting, and neuer fatisfied with that 
they haue, or can come too, eyther by violent extortio, 
brabling fuites, and vniuft vexations, that they had ra- 
ther fpend ten pound in lawe to feed the malice of the 
mind abroad, then by loofing ten pence, to haue it qui- 
etly ended at home. 

I and now a dayes fome are fo madde & brain-ficke, 
that they fall together by the eares for the value of a 
ftrawe, and make hard ftiift though they be neuer fo 
poore, but they will be Termers, and trot to Weftmin- 
fter three or foure times a yeare, though their wiues and 
children begge in the meane while : and what get they 
in the end after their long fuites, faue a flap with a Foxe- 
taile (as the faying is) and come home by Need-ham 
crofle, and fooles acre, then crye they out, might ouer- 
comes right, would I had knowne thus much before, a 
vengeance take the lawiers, I am vndone : they weepe, 
the lawiers laugh, and the diuels fmgs. The common- If it were not 
wealth is a den of controuerfies, a man cannot brooke ^^^ ^°°^® ^^' 
a pettie wrong, but by & by he runs to fome make-bate quaiuficd and 
fome petty fogger, who no doubt is forward enough to confdonable 
put fier to towe, and the bellowes to blow the coales of Lawiers, the 
contentions: filling the head with quirkes & quiddits, ^^^™*^^'' ^^ 
who being hote before, is now of a light fier, till he be in ^oyi^ g^te 
law, the world fliall not diffwade him. Lawiers fwarme out the bow- 
as thick in England, as frogs in Egipt ; they norifti ftrifes, *^^ ^^ ^^* 
beate downe charitie, and purchafe to themfelues great ^^^^' 
inheritance by the difcords of brabling clients. 

Againe, fome for a priuate gaine, will murmur at a 
common good, and rather wifh a dearth to benefite 
fome fewe, then a plentie, that may bring profit all: 
if they haue ftore of come, they had rather keepe it 
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ftill in their bamcs, till it be muftie and naught, or fuflfer 
vermine to fpoile it, in hope of an excefliue price, then 
by bringing it out in due time, to haue a reafonable 
gainc ; and this is a true experiment, that fuch moathes 
are To auaricious and couetous, that they had rather 
kcepc their grains till it be corrupt and foiftie at home, 
or fend it to our enemies abroad, to (lame and weaken 
our ownc ftatc, then to rclicue their bretheren with the 
crop of their encrcafc. Certainly though they would 
feemc Chriflians, and men of good fpirits, yet are they 
not equall, no nor any whit comparable to the Hea- 
then, fith tlicy thought nothing too deare for their 
countrcy, neither life, goods, nor anything eUe, and 
thcfc thinkc all too much, be it neuer fo little. And to 
what end fcnieth this grccdie dcfire of gaine, but to 
make logger-head the fonne, march before the cormo- 
rant his father in fome worldly pompe, and to couer 
his fine daughter Sib, with Copweb-lawne to catch 
butterflyes : this is not the high-way to honour. 

We fee that ptaine Corydon, that hath no more wit 
then to knowc the price of Sattin and Veluet, and toies 
> to make him foolc-fine, cannot be content to hold the 
plough, and be one of thofe Aratores optimos dues Retp: 
good common-wealths men, keepe hofpitalitie, and 
fpcnd his rcucnewes moderately, and doo good in the 
place where he dwells : but being crept vp to wealth by 
the death of his mifcrable otde father, mud inftantly be 
dubd a gentleman of the lirll nead, and purchafc armes, 
though it be at a dcarc rate, and bee a fnioakic gallant in 
youth, though he beg his bread in age, and lafli out that 
riotoufly, that his father got mifcrjy ; and as one well 
faith, tedding that with a forke in one ycare, that was 

not 



Vertues Common-wealth. 

not gathered together with a rake in twentie: And this 
lumpeth with that which is affirmed before, that the 
goods of a wretched mifer holdeth not long together, 
but as it hath bene badly gotten, fo tis as leaudly fpent. 
He is now of no efteeme vnlefle hee be cut of the fafhi- 
on, and can fwagger and braue it out, fweare himfelfe 
into fmoake with pure refined oathes, and fuftion pro- 
teftations, take Tabacco with a whiffe. and be odly hu- 
morous. And in no cafe it muft not be forgotten he is a 
Gentleman, and therefore to ftiun the ftab, you muft 
prouide a facke-fuU of worfhipfuU titles to coole his 
bloud, when (God wot) his grandfather would haue 
bene glad of a cruft of browne bread : but what fhould 
he be toucht with bafe birth or bad life? is he not now 
a Gentleman, and hath wherewithall to hold it vp ? but 
fuch generofitie is like a copper Ring new guilt ouer, 
that wareth off with the leaft perfecution. 

Now thefe cannot truly fay that the honour of their •'^^'^«'»/»- 
houfe did firft rife in them, or that true gentilitie is deri- "^^f"'^'- 
ued out of their loines to fucceffion, becaufe they are 
neither poffeft with any notable Vertue, nor created 
noble by accident, but haue onely a little pelfe, which 
with fwallow-wings, is flying away as faft as their rio- 
tous courfe can lay it on. 

Yet will their infolence arrogate to themfelues ho- 
nour, as though it ftood onely in riches and worldly 
glory, and many vaine titles will they plucke by vio- 
lence from the rude world : for fimple ignorance gi- 
ueth humble reuerence to wealth and a gay coate: but 
though by the curtefie of wife men, and fimplicitie of 
fooles, they haue many faire titles, yet let them not 
thinke they are any whit the more honourable, vnleffe 
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they haue the temperance of the minde & body before 
remembred. 

We haue here in common vfe to buy and fdl, diuers 
peeces of filuer and gold, which pafleth from man to 
man as good payment, fo long as the mettall be currant, 
and the Princes ftampe vpon it : but if we finde a peece 
counterfeit, and the true (lampe fet vpon bafe mettall, 
we prefcntly naile it to a pod, and wifli the coiner han- 
ged, fo that all the eftimation b in the mettall, and not in 
the print: fo in like manner, though a man be neuer fo 
Counterieit ^^^ & neucr fo highly aduanced, yet if Vertui hath not 
geotilitie framed him fit for thofe places, wife, affable, temperate, 
but foolifh, malicious, and vainglorious, he is no other- 
wife, but as the print of honour fet vpon bafe bullion, 
and fo commits horrible trcafon againft the maieftie of 
Vertue, 

There bee fome that hunt after honour, and fome 
that be hunted after by honour: touching the firft, they 
are fuch as by bribes or double diligence creepe into a 
place or office of preferment, and neuer reft night nor 
day, till by money & friendfhip they haue got it a hun- 
grie eye to fpye out, and an impudent face to thruft in, 
and beeing warmcly feated, ftrout vp and downe with 
fwelling termes, as if they had rifen by fome degree of 
Verttif. The other fort are fought after by honour, and 
they bee fuch that Vertue frameth fit for that purpofe, 
that firft growc excellent in fome high defert; for thefe 
beg no place, nor foift into office, but if it come, they 
vnwillingly hold it, and be no whit the more puft vp in 
opinion, but iuftly excrcife the fame, not fo much 
for theyr ownc priuate gaine, as for the generall 
good. 

Libcralitie 
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Liberalitie is a mediocritie in giuing benefites, the Liberalitie b 
bloud and ftrength of fciences, a Verttie diuine ; and to *^? artires, 
fpeake briefly of her properties, firft and chiefly a Hbe- ^^^^f^Jg^J 
rail man is ready to reward honeft[l]y his friends alliance, ning, and the 
and fuch [as] are neare him, to fuccour orphanes, widowes, worlds Para- 
beftowe poore maidens in marriage, and raife vp foun-^^*^ 
dations, and mend decayed ftruftures, for the good of 
pofteritie, & is ftill occupied in fuch memorable works: 
and he is onely a franke man, that diftributeth his fub- 
ftance meafurably, and where it is fit, and muft confider 
to whom he fhould giue, that is, to the needie ; how 
much ? according to his owne abilitie, and the others 
neceflitie : and when ? in feafon and in due time, for li- 
beralitie refteth not onely in the quantitie of the thing 
giuen, but in the naturall difpofition of the giuer. And 
this is one of the chiefe fpecies of luftice, to follow the 
worthines of the perfon in confidering his good parts : 
for if gifts foUowe not Vertue, it is a great difparage- 
ment to her followers : nothing is liberall but that A liberal! man 
which is iuft, which is the ground of all ; for luftice is ^ * genenOl 
euery Vertue : if her (houlders be bowed downe with ^^°^^^^ ™*°* 
want, to be raifed vp againe with gifts : for there is no 
Vertue, but too much miferie deftroyeth : in fo much 
that if a man be as prudent as Cato^ as iuft as Manlyus, 
as magnanimious as Scipio, and as temperate as CuriuSy 
yet neuerthelefle, if thefe vertues bee not eftfoones 
cheriftied by beneuolence, they will foone faint, growe 
feeble, and be daunted. Tolle glorias cupiditaiem^ & omne 0/or. lib, i, 
Jhidium virtutis extingties, faith one. Take away the 
defire of glorie, and all ftudie of Vcrttte is vtterly 
extinfl : for true it is, that no man eyther for his pri- 
uate good, or common profit, will apply the minde to 
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any Vertue, vnlcfle he be held vp and comforted in ad- 
uerfltie, or rauifhed with an immortall hope, becaufe 
the faculties of the minde are wholly ftudious to holde 
vp his poorc dying life. Againe, who would bend him- 
felfe to Art, Science, Facultie, or any kinde of learning, 
if there were not fome glory? for what moueth the 
Lawier to beate his wits on LittUtons Maximes? or to 
be fo earned to findc out the differences of caufes, to 
bring them to a head, but glory? the Diuine to ftudie 
the myflerics of Gods wonders? or the Phifition to 
diue into the fecrcts of nature, if they aymed not at pre- 
ferment ! To conclude, honour nouriflieth Art, and for 
the regard of dignitie, do learned men (faiue to exceede 
in facultie; fo that aduancement is the mother of Ver- 
tu€S Common-wealth \ yet neucrthclefle is it not fo tyed 
within the limits of a circle, to keepe there and goe no 
further, I meane in refpe6ling Amply the vertues of the 
Doneiy as to reward Vertue, and nothing but Virtue ; for 
the vicious being in want, mud bee likewife cherifhed, 
though not for his ownc fake (hauing nothing in him 
of worth, yet becaufe he is a Chridian brother) & ther- 
forc the Apodles willeth vs to do good to all, but efpeci- 
ally to the vertuous. 

So that a franke minde doth as well march before 
and Icadc the way to Virtue, as nourifh her in whom 
fhc is fird fet The fubdance of a rich man is not fo to be 
fhut vp that liberalitie cannot open it, nor fo vnlocked 
to lye abroad for euery body, but a meafure to be kept, 
which mud bee referred to abilitic : for as it is not the 
part of a libcrall man to be too pinching and niggardly, 
as to with-hold from good dutie, fo is he prodigall that 
fpendeth his faculties vpon flagitious and vile perfons, 
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or vpon bad and leaud courfes, but onely where there 
is a figne of Veritie prefent, or an introduftion to a fu- 
ture honeftie: for the imployment of money is not ho- 
neft, vnleffe it be to fome good end ; neither is he a wife 
man that is fo foole-large in diftributing his goods, to 
wafte his patrimonie, efpecially vpon fuch vaine things 
whereof a ftiort memorie or none at all doth remaine, 
neceflitie not prouoking, nor ftiewe of honeftie indu- 
cing: fuch vnaduaned mifpence bringeth nought but 
ignominie and (hame : for what credit is it for a man to 
lafh out his mony in feafts, playes, huntings, hawkings, 
and fuch vaine fports that foone vanifh? It is the grea- 
teft folly that may bee, that the thing that a man doth 
which is honeft, to endeuour it may no longer be done : 
for as a wife man omitteth not to do good at all times, 
fo hee vfeth the matter with fuch moderation, that 
he keepeth a ftore by him to helpe with when occafion 
is offered. 

How infamous among writers is Comodus, Nero^ 
Caligula^ Heliogabalus^ and other like monfters, which ProdigaliUe is 
exhaufted and deuoured infinite treafures in banquets, a raging fire, 
brothel-houfes, and fuch abhominations : was this libe- 
ralitie? fhal they not fuffer reproach to the worlds end? 
and fhal not all prodigall fpend-thrifts, that waftfully 
confume their wealth, be partakers of the like fhame? 
Surely yts^ when they are not transferred with the 
rule of meafure, to doo that which they may continue 
to do, and fith they haue meanes to do good, to raife vp 
a happie memorie by dedicating theyr beneuolence to 
pofteritic: and this was the caufe our auntients fet forth 
the pifture of a Gentlemen with his hands open, to fig- 
nifie that liberalitie was the honour of a Gentleman, 
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and that to giue was alwayes heroicalL 

Now what aduantage then hath a rich man, that by 
rewards may purchafe immortalitie, and outftrip the 
furie of Vice with good workes? if fo be hee abandon 
vaine glor>% and do that he doeth with finceritie. 

PYom a good man, gifts paflc with a free donation, 
not looking backe for requitall, nor blowing the trump 
when he giucth almes : yet can wee not fay, but grati- 
tude as a hand-maide, is euer attendant ; for though a 
poore man cannot acquite againe in meafure, yet is he 
forced, will hce, nill hee to confeffe a debt beyond mca- 
fure ; for a good mind doth alwayes remunerate a good 
tume. 

Bmmms. Bmi/a^a male locata^ maUfaHa arbitro. 

Good deeds mifplaced, become euill deeds. 

So that it is a great decay of Vcrtue, when the merits 
of the vertuous are carclefly ouer-paflcd, for when men 
are ledde by paflfion, not by reafon, many worthy fpi- 
rits run out their liues vnprofitably, confume their daies 
* in condolcment, and repent the time fpent in fcience, 

when they might haue gotten fome adulterous trade. 
Now I fay when Vcrtue doth knocke at tlie doore of li- 
bcralitie, and can haue no entrance, no maruell though 
flic be frozen with colde, & goe a begging from doore 
to doore : but the iniquitie of the time hatcheth many 
euils in aduancing where Vcrtue doth not merit, in rai- 
fing vp fuch as are voyd of all good parts. Now whc no- 
table imploymens are vnworthily bcftowed, and giuen 
by corruptio, the power of Verttie muft needs be weake- 
ned and growe colde, and be feeble as the Orator faith ; 
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Mali enim fe res habet, cum quod virtute effici debety id Offic. lib, 2. 
tmtaiur pecunia. The matter (faith he) cannot goe well, 
when the fame that fliould be wrought by Vertue^ is ac- 
complifhed by money : this ouertumeth all, for no man 
will willingly embrace her, if fhee bring no aduance- 
ment : fo that in this there lyeth a two-folde mifchiefe, 
one the difcouraging of learning, the other in the 
corruption ; for he that buyeth an office muft needs fell 
it againe, and by extortion wring the confcience with 
iniuftice : and therefore Cato would that no olde offi- 
cer fhould be remoued till he dye, or for fome notable Officers 
crime. For (faith hee) new officers are as hungrie flyes, ^"^."S^*^ ^^ 
that neuer leaue fucking till their bellies be full, whereas ncffe. 
the old ones being ful before, fucke more faintly, fo that 
the oftner they are chaunged, the more do they gnawe 
and fting the Common-wealth : and get what is more 
common then buying and felling of offices ? for there is 
almoft now a dales, no office, but is bought, fold, & offe- 
red to him that wil giue mod, as a bankerout felles his 
goods : for if he can but nickhornnize his name in fome 
ordinary fac Jimile, he may ftep vp to dignitie : Nd genus Hor, ad 
& forma Regina pecunia donate though he want all good »««• 
properties & intelligible parts. If a hungry flye, a fmatte- 
rer, either for enuy of the partie that is already poffeft of Hungry flycs 
fome office ; or to fatisfie his defire of priuate gaine, (for bioud-fuckcrs 
by this it fhalbe beft knowne) do feeke vniuftly to afpire 
by crowding and wrefting the other out, & therein la- 
bour, Omnibus neruiSy by direft and indirefl means, it 
may wel be thought he hath opened the gate of his c6- 
fciece, to corrupt & falfe dealing. And therfore if a ma be 
not lawfully called, it is a point of wifdom to (lay & haue 
an vnworthy opinio of himfelfe, & be pacified with his 
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trim as a gentlewoman, and euery one ftudious to deck 
themfelues in braueric, when their manners arc out of 
all good order : like the Mufition that is very carcfull 
to fet his firings in tune, and let his manners be (till out 
of order, the minde is fet vpon fafliions, fangles, & gaw- 
ifh cloathes, now one, and then an other, ncuer con- 
tent long with modefl and fober attire, it is too mcanc, 
too bafe, too beggerly : for now he or (he that can put 
themfelues into a monflrous fafliion, a fmgular habit, 
and be ftraungely drcft vp, are in theyr owne opinion 
very gallant, but in the iudgemcnt of wife men they are 
Pride as brief but a blowne bladder, painted oucr with many colours^ 
in England, ftyft full of pride and enuie : the braueric without, fliew- 
in SodoroT** ^^ ^^ arrogancie within ; for as there is no fire without 
fmoake, nor no vifible griefe. but an inward feftering, fo 
in whom fo euer fuch badges of vanitie appearcs, it is a 
fure token there is a ftinking puddle of vain glory with- 
in. Some iuggle theyr lands into gay apparell, and clap 
it vp in a fmall roome that contained a great circuite, 
and holde it a point of pollicie, to put their lands into 
two or three truncks of new cloathes, that wearing their 
lands on their backs, they may fee that no ftrip or waft 
be done by their tenants : but when they would Iuggle 
backward their cloaths into lands againe, alas and wela- 
day they are fo thrcdbare & out at th'elbows, that they 
will not match the former value, and fo is dubd Sir lohn 
Had/and \ a knight of pennyleffe bench. Thus to make 
IdoUs of their carkaflcs for a while, begger themfelues 
for euer. And many fuch bafe pcfants that haue witlcffc 
wealth, or wealth without wit, are puft vp with fuch pre- 
fuming thoughts, as they ambitioufly aime to tricke vp 
themfelues in coftly fuites, and couet to match, nay to 
exceed men of good worth and place : but this is defti- 
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ned to fuch high mindes, that when they are crept vp 

to the toppe of fuch brauerie, they often fall to great 

(hame, being the firft fteppe to the downe-fall of beg- 

gerie : but howfoeuer they incroach into vaine-glori- 

ous tytles, yet wife men meafure all eftates by their ver- 

tues, not by pompe and outward brauery, and defpife 

not him whome birth, time, place, or office, maketh 

worthie of fuch coftly ornaments, but holde it lawful! 

and commendable to fit their degrees in apparrell, an- 

fwerable to their callings : but if we fhould enter into 

the intollerable abufe of Pride, wee might paint out 

fome that are dying theyr faces with painting, to be 

more louely and amiable, and ftretch their wits aboue 

Ela to be the originall of fome new toye : but who is fo 

foolifh to count them the fairer for that ? but rather the 

fowler : for that face that is flubbred & ftarched with fo 

many ointments & drugs, is more liker a fore & fcurffe, 

then a naturall face : God hath giuen the face, and thou Painted faces 

defileft it with myre & dirt ; wouldft thou be faire, to be abhominable. 

more amiable ? why, filence, fobrietie, chaftity, are beau- 

tifull ornaments, and richer then any orient pearle, and 

with wife men more ineftimable : but indeede if thou 

wouldcft intice the eyes of them that behold thee, nou- 

rifli luft in young men, and drawe them after thee, then 

this is the way : but in my opinion, it is impoflible for 

thee to get a good & vertuous hufband with wh5 thou 

maid Hue quietly & wel, by fmering thy vifage : for whe 

he feeth that thy face was but florifht ouer, he fhall finde 

thee a deceitfull crocodile, and fo loathe and hate thee 

more afterward, then ever he loued thee before. 

Now what are thefe thus patcht vp by their owne 
workmanfhip, but the leaft part of thefelues : they canot 
be cotent to be as God made them, but as though they 
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were hudled vp in hade, and fent into the world not 
fully finifhed : and to this end feme their drugs, balmes, 
The diucll the oyntments, paintingfs, Lac vir^inis, & certere quid non t 
rulS^°^ to mend the lead mote amiffe: fye vpo thefe frownfmg 
kingaickes, Irons, poking ftickes, perriwigs, embroided fore-tops, 
&& &c which are all an euident token of that filthy ken- 

nell of mudde wherwith they are poffeft: for what is 
all this but to impeach the Creator, and difable the all 
omnipotent workemanfhip of nature ? for when they 
haue done what they can, they paint but a muddy wall, 
and fet a glofle vpon a counterfeit : for though they 
(hould bathe themfelues in milke euery day, as Cleopa- 
trUy yet will they crye out with Quid, lam tneos vultus Ru- 
ga fefnilis erat. 

And ouertaken with time, the vifage will bee 
wrinckled, rugged, and hard-fauoured, and the whole 
body crooked, infirme, weake, and bent downewardi 
and force them, mauger their heads, to behold theyr 
graues, where vnder a clod, they and theyr gay cloutes 
muft bee buried ; the memembrance whereof (hould 
make them vaile their plumes, and tume pride to humi- 
litie: but the abundance they wallow in, like Epicures, 
drowne the minde in fenfualitie, choake vp the vnder- 
ftanding, and kcepes it backe from the contemplation 
CoWcharatie of future happincffe. And notwithftanding they are 
nowadaycs. fo nch and fumptuoufly arrayed, and carrie fo much 
golde about theyr neckes, and fo hung with coftly 
Jewels, yet will denie to giue a halfe-penny to them 
that haue neede : 6 ftonie heart ! that can fuffer the 
poore to be in want, yea dye for hunger, and thou ftuft 
ful of delicates, cloathed in filkes and fine garments, and 
let them lye naked in the ftreetes : or if the extreame 
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necefTitie of fome poore Lazarus moue compunflion, 

to giue an almes, it muft be done in the eie of the world, 

and fet downe in capitall Letters, and commended to 

pofteritie, as a worke of eternal memorie. In like maner 

if we defcend lower, we fhall fee Pride ruffle in bafe Ru- Euery bafe 

ftickes, for euery one will be in the fafhion, howfoeuer Tapflcr or 

they come by it ; the feruant cannot be knowne from P^^^^J* ^»*^ 

DC as nnc as sl 

the Maifter, the maide from the Miftris, nor fcarce any Gentleman, 
mans eftate diftinguifht by his apparell ; but euery flo- 
uenly feruingman, and greafie fcrape-trencher will ex- 
ceede the boundes of his calling, and creepe into ac- 
quaintance with veluet, fattin, and fuch coftly ftuffe, too 
high I wiffe for their lowe eftate, and laie all they can 
rap and rend on their backes, in fwaggering and vaine 
apparel, to feeme a clout of lowfie gentilitie, that pro- 
uing bankerouts in youth, are faine to weare ragges 
in age. And euery Countrey-wench that hath but 
foure nobles a yeare and fhiftes, muft be trimly trickt 
vp like mayde Marryan in a Morrice daunce, and her 
ruffes fet aboue the common fize, and bee in the fa- 
fhion, though fhe get it with fhiftes; but the fhifts that 
makes her laugh, fendes her often home by weeping 
croffe. 

But it is vndoubtedly true, that fuch as are fo curi- 
ous, to dight vp thcmfelues in quaint attire, forget to 
adorne the minde with humilitie, modcftie, fhame- 
faftneffe, and fuche feminine vertues as becommeth 
theyr fexe, and vtterly omit to decke the foule with the 
fparkeling lemmes of fober-befeeming qualities. Con- 
fider what you are, and whereto you muft: a painted 
poft doth but deceiue the eye, and a painted bodie the 
foule. Is there a new fafhi5 come out ? be thou then the 
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fird to put it downe, follow not the guife of the worid, 

but fcckc for thofc virgine vcrtucs that will make you 

Hue admired, as a wife and fobcr matron ; for the vanitie 

of apparcll (hewes the lightnefle of the heart, and the 

A Cure whore vcr>' badge of inconftancie, whc many female feq>ents 

r* * ^*TkI!^ '^ *^ '" waite to dcceiue young wits with traincs of louc, 

louc like a **"^ ^^^ ^^^ ^X\<i\x gay bodies to fight, as pleafing obiefts 

ialle fire foooe to intrap the foule, that tender youth may make anna- 

out tomie of miferie by their owne woes. 

A beautifull ftrumpet is an Adamant that drawes, a 
Panther that allures, and of the nature of quicke-filucr : 
for as this mettall doth mingle it felfe with gold where- 
foeuer they meete ; fo they refpefl nothing in a man 
but money, and on that fet their louc, and prize w*ealth 
before any inteniall Vcrtuc, For as they are a painted 
continent of flatterie, the Image of inconftancie, and 
the cabanet of euill : fo the habitation of fuch fcorpi- 
ons, is likened to hell, Noctcs atqtu Jus fiaM atri lanua 
ditis, night and day the gates (land open to receiue all 
commers, and by their fwcete words and loofe maners, 
drawe foules to Gclunna. Thefe ictte with heads aloft, 
hung with rich abilliments, coftly Jewels, and braue 
attire, when fetters for their feet, and manacles for their 
hands, were more feemlier for fuch fhameleflc Curti- 
zans. 

Thcfe are as baites to take men, as hookes do fifhes, 
and as Hictta, flattereth when flie meaneth to kill, and 
the Crocodile weepe when (he pretends murder : fo do 
they imbrace their louer with a dagger in his bofome, 
and feede him with fwcete words, wanton toyes, till 
they bring him into foolcs paradize : but when the 
ftorms of aduerfitie begin to flow, their louc doth cbbe : 
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and whe my yong nouife his purfe is dried vp, the great 
(hew of loue doth abate: And therfore thefe mermaids 
may be fitly compared to glorious flowers, that haue 
(linking fmels, puft vp with pompe & lightneflTe, and c6- 
taine nothing within but deceit and treachery: in fight 
louely & sauerous : but in taft moft deadly & venimous. 

O vaine mind! that buildft thy reft vpon finful fport, 
and makeft (hipwracke of chaftitie for gaine, as though 
there were no God, or at leaft that he were idle and did 
not regard the aftion of men : (hall they not one day 
they knowe not how foone, be conuented before his 
feat, and giue account for euery idle word ? much more 
for pride, couetoufneflTe, whoredome, and fuch like ab- 
hominable deeds : and being conui6led by their owne 
cofcience, wil they not be danted at the woful sentence, 
Goe ye curfed? &c. no doubt yes, their courage will 
quaile, & their pride abate: filthie fports & fweet finnes 
are (hort and foone vade : but the guiltineflfe tarrieth ftil 
behind, and clogs the foule to eternall deftru6lion. 

Againe, by riches is corrupted the Judgement with 
partiallitie ; for doth not the vaine world value a man by 
mony, by the outfide not the infide, and iudge him rich 
if poflTeft with fome worldly honour? For let a poore 
man be neuer fo honeft, wife, temperate, and his minde 
neuer fo beautifull, yet if his backe be poore, in want, 
need, and out of fa(hion, and hath neither money nor 
friends, he (hall haue Tom Drums entertainment : Si ni- 
hil attulerisy ibis Home for as^ Why money is the finewes, 
the bloud, and foule of man, without which all is no- 
thing be it neuer fo excellent : for vnleflTe the purfe be 
well lynde with crownes, neither Science, cunning, 
Art, honeftie, or any Vertue, is auaileable to aduance 
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to dignitic (without fomc mechanicaU indeuour) for 
gold makcth a way to cucry thing, yea and openeth the 
gates of hell as the Poet faith. 

Omnis enim res^ 
Virtus, fama, dtcns, diuina, hnmandque fml€kris 
Hot. imfir- Diuitijs parent : quas qui conjiruxerit, ilU 

"'^* ^ *• Clarus erit, fortis, fapiens, etiam & Rex : 

Et quiequid volet, hoc vcluti virtute faratam 
Sperauit magna laudifore. 

So that a man hath all thcfe properties in the vaine 
opinio of the world, if fo be he be ridi, but if poore, not- 
withftanding he be ftorcd with good vertues, yet is he 
not reputed as he is : hath he mony ? yea : is he rich, and 
hath he great pofleflions ? yea : why the let him be ho- 
noured, and deemed vcrtuous, gratious, and what hee 
will, though in truth and vcritic he be nor fo nor fa A- 
gainc, is he beggerly, hath he no money nor meanes? 
why then let him packe and walke along, no penny, no 
Pater nojler : for hee is as one dead, among the liuing ; 
though indeede properly this percmptorie fcntencc 
ought not to be fo applied ; but rather to Vertue, and lit- 
erature, without which the bodie is dead, although it 
Hue. 

What cannot this humpifh clemet bring to paflfe ? can 

it not couer a mafle of ill humors ? and caufe the fon to 

betray his owne Father? as a leau:l fellow faid once. If 

Atrnefpeech n^y Father were a hangman, my mother a harlot, & my 

of a Cannibal* felf no better : yet if I haue mony, I am liked wel inough, 

and neuer toucht with their mifdeeds : fo that there is 

no 
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no vice that wealth doth not fmother : a rich man as 
proud as Tarquine, as cruell as Nero, as doggifh as Ty- 
man, as couetous as Dines, and as foolifh as Lobellinus^ 
yet all thefe vices are hid with greatneffe, and though 
counterfeit mettall, yet with a true ftampe may currant- 
ly pafle: but a poore man, in whom is great wifedome, 
and many good parts, Si res augujla domi, if coyne be 
wanting, he is defpifed, reiefted, and neuer vfed in ex- 
ployting waightie matters : fo that a man is neuer 
thought wife, learned, vnleffe he be rich, and fwim in 
the ftreame of wealth : and though he fpeake well, and 
to the purpofe, yet is he neuer gracious, as the Poet 
faith, Rara tefiui faamdia panno. A poore mans fpeech is Satyr, 7 
feldome pleafant, and wifedome vnder a ragged coate 
feldome canonicall : which the Philofopher wel found, Learning 
when ofTring to prefle into the prefence with his fimple *^"^ °"* ^^ 
weedes, was fhut out by a grim Cerberus, but fhifting^^^ 
his cloathes, was admitted without repulfe : wherefore 
comming before the king, hee turned all his obeyfance 
vpon his owne cloathes, faying: I muft honour them 
that honour me, for my cloutes brought that to pafle 
which all my Fhilofophie could neuer accomplifh. 
And thus is the rich beautie of the minde, meafured by 
a beggers weede, and gay apparell preferred before a 
minde well qualified : fo the rude opinion lookes at 
nothing but the outward pifture, and magnifie an ig- 
norant Afle, fo he haue a gay coate, & fet him on a high 
feate, where by filence he may feeme wife : for the wife- 
dome of a man faith Salomon^ is knowne by his fpeech. 
But as by knocking on a veflell, the cracke (if any be) wil 
foone be feene, fo if toucht with an argument, his crackt 
vnderftanding will foone be manifefl. 

L 3 Great 
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Great places are pofleft with men of weake iuci^e- 
Simpk men incnt, that haue no iotte of worthincfle, but wealth and 
dimbe to high worldly fame, and can feme for no other vfe but for a 
P'****' Nomenclator to tell the clocke, call a fpade, a fpade, and 

recken vp the proper names of things : yet if trimly fpun- 
ged vp in fome formality (though he haue little wit, and 
fmall honeftie) it is inough to raife him vp to fome dig* 
nitie : but when fuch an one is exalted into the impara- 
tiue moode, how moodie his maifterihip is, fo toade- 
fwolne with pride and ambitid, that he is ready to burft 
in funder, & fo rapt vp in conceit of his high place, that 
he vtterly forgets his firft creation. Oh it is a worid of 
fport to hcarc how fome fuch clouting beetles rowle in 
their loblogickc, and intrinficate into the maior of the 
matter, with fuch hide-bound reafons, that he makes a 
pittifull learned face: one fpreads his armes, deares his 
throate, as who fliould fay, attend, attend, for now hee 
fpeakes, whofe conclufions are vnanfwerable, but fin* 
ding the propofition too deepe for his (hallow wit, fud- 
denly darts backc, and briefly huddles vp his headlefle 
matter. An other (hakes his emptie head, and diues into 
the bottome of his bottomelefle braines, to (inde fome 
intricate and tedious circumftance, into which when 
he is entered hee cannot (inde a period and full reft, fo 
many Tautologies and itterations come into the way, 
that vnlefle fome Ariadne lend a threcd to pull him out 
of Dedalus laborinth, hee muft needs be loft ; or at leaft- 
wife when he is gotten out, is fo m>Ted with his owne 
. (lyme, that he becommeth a fcome to wife men, in lay- 
ing open his owne weakenefle: yet who more talkatiue, 
and rcadie to ftop the mouthes of men able to fpeake, 
then fuch infcncible tatlcrs? for drunken fortune hath 
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this opinio of it felfe, that looke whatfoeuer it fpeaketh 
is authenticall, and droppeth fr5 the mouth like the O- 
racles of Appollo. There is nothing therefore fo holy, 
fo pure, fo honeft, fo chafte, but money will corrupt, vio- 
late, and batter downe : fo that thefe emptie bottles, a- 
pi(h geftures, and anticke faces, if wealthy, rich, & well 
monied, all groffe imperfeftions are ouerfliadowed. So 
that whe men are fotted in the alluremets of this life, & 
dedicate their whole labours to fo wicked a faint, they 
foone loofe the vfe of their goods, & become partially 
affefted : if pafTion rule, & not reafon, all goes to wracke; 
for if either prodigallitie rule the purfe, whereby the 
mind is ftrongly carried into temporarie ioy, or fo grip- 
pie and couetous as to doo nothing but (crape in the 
dunghill of this world, why thefe extreames doo fo 
vrge the opinion, that they headlong run at randome 
into all licentious and loofe liuing, in fo much as they 
do not perceiue to what ende they are aduanced aboue 
other men, and made fo rich among a company of beg- 
gers. 

Many there be (the more is the pittie) that although 
God hath abundantly multiplyed his bleflings vpon 
them, that they cannot iuftly fay they want any world- 
ly thing, yet bee they fo neere to holde fall that which 
tiiey haue, that they doo as it were, fingle them- Hard-hearted 
felues from all common duties, and lay afide that Chnftians. 
regarde of the publique good, which theyr confci- 
ence and priuate abilitle doth inftantly tye them vn- 
to; let vs note them a little, who will fooner fhift 
and wrangle off honeft duties then they? will they 
not brabble and fophifticate for verye fmall pay- 
ments ? and will they not wreft and winde lawes 
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to their owne fence, if they may faue but a penny ? and 
beare the repulfe of fuperiour rebukes the to part with 
ought (hall contradict their froward nature : is this the 
dutie of good fubiefb ? do thefe feeke the peace of the 
(late ? doth not the Heathen man fay : Norn /alum nobis 
nati fumiis : we arc not borne for our felues alone, but 
for our countrey alfo : (hall Chriftians be worfer then 
Pagans ? Let this great dutic therefore be confidercd, 
feeing thou haft ftore, with>hold nothing that is due: is 
not hcc a caytiflTc that will fee his mother dye for hun- 
ger, and he hath bread to relicue her if he would ? why 
the Common-wealth is thy mother, euery poore Chri- 
ftian is thy brother, wilt thou fee them fami(ht before 
thy face and not fuccour them, hauing inough ? Thou 
haft thy wealth to that end, if thou couldeft fee it, and 
vfe it aright. NcuerthelcflTe, we fee how men of good 
place and reckening, will hide themfelues in comers. 
Hue priuatcly, oncly to kccpe their purfes, that they 
TheCUieit may be lyable to no impofition, and crowde into Ci- 
eitreaiiily pe- ^j^g^ Boroughs, and priuiledge places, or like non refi- 
Inmatcsana ^^"^ rowlc vp and downc from one lodging to an o- 
iJle fiiiniliet, ther, to the intent that being vnccrtaine where to be 
when y« Coan- had, thcir ftatcs may be vnknownc, aud by this meanes 
iTrn*^'^ both ouerthrowc hofpitalitie, dcfraude the Queene 
and Common-wealth of neccflTaric duties, and depo- 
pulate the countrey. Is it not a token of a couetous 
minde, that men of good polTcfTions and faire liuings, 
(hould breake vp houfe, and foiourne onely with one 
or two feruants, that they may hoorde vp theyr rents, 
when they arc fuflficicntlye able to kecpe a good 
houfe themfelues } furely it is a fignc of a bafe condi- 
tion. 

Further- 
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Furthermore, many wealthy Yeomen, & rich Far- 
mers that are rifen vp to goods inough, doo tread the 
fame path. For wheras erft when they dwelt vpon their 
owne, they kept good houfes, and were no fmall ftay 
to the places where they liued, are eyther couetous of 
fome vaine-glorious title of gentilitie, or otherwife fo 
miferly greedie of wealth, (for one of the two I know 
not which) thruft themfelues in like maner, into Cities, 
Corporations, and Liberties, and yet holde theyr 
Farmes ftill in their owne occupying : for they haue 
fuch long armes, that they clafpe many great liuings. 
And alfo \y\ng vpon the aduantage, take Farmes ouer 
their neighbours heads, ten yeares before their Leafes 
be expired : And what do they with thefe pluriiied li- 
uings ? but place fhepheards, heards, vnderlings, 
and fuch thred-bare tenants in their ftockes, and that at 
fuch vnreafonable rents too, that the poore fnakes that 
dwell vnder them are driuen to weake fhifts, to fare 
hardly. Hue barely, moyle and toyle the whole yeare 
to fcrape vp theyr rent, not fauing at the yeares ende 
for all theyr paines, fcarce the price of an old Frife 
lerkin : for theyr Lorde knowes better then they 
what profit will arife, and how euery thing will fall 
out : and if hee thriue vnder him, then doth hee ftretch 
and racke it to the vttermoft, till at laft hee bring the 
whole gaine into his owne bagge : and fo by this means 
can hardly beare ordinarie charges, much leffe doo 
workes of fuperrerogation, being kept downe fo cru- 
elly by their greedie Land-lords. 

Now thefe haue not onely theyr meanes brought 
in vnto them by the fweat of poore mens browes, and 
fleepe in peace and fecuritie when others watch and 
labour, (a great blefling, if rightly weighed) but will 
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clofcly and cunningly feekc to fliift off all duties by 
withdrawing them into oldc corners. Oh that men of 
fuch abilitic (hould haue fuch Iron niftie hearts* to hide 
their heads, (hut their hands, and whip deuotion from 
their doores! doo they not fecke to fubuert and weaken 
the (late as much as they can, by iivith-holding that part 
of dutic required by the lawe of nature? but the grce- 
dincfTc of gainc caufeth vnrelenting hearts, for one 
would poflTcflTc all alone. 

O how are men deceiued in their owne eftate, that 
being rich, are yet euer poore, becaufe opinion is ne- 
ucr fatisfied : whereas if we onely refpeft nature, no 
man can be f>oore, Natura cnim vt aii Pkilo/o. fiaucis mi- 
nimifq ; conttnta nature, is content with neceflfitie. But 
to bring all this to a head, though fome bee carried widi 
the ftrcamc of pride, fome with the flouds of deflre, 
fome prodigall, fome pinching ; and though the coue- 
tous man gape for more, more, and like hell mouth» 
neuer fatisfied, yet will they hide theyr plough-fores 
vnder the carpet of liberalitie, as now and then to 
giue an almcs againft a good time (as they call it) to 
beate downe a hard opinion, intimating thereby to 
bee good free-hearted men, when all the yeare be- 
fidc, they fcrape and clawc it from other by the ex- 
ccfTiue prices of theyr baddc commodities, and by 
pinching them with many vncharitable gripes, and 
yet will they hide theyr want of loue vnder Vertue and 
Religion : and why fo ? becaufe it carrieth a generall 
good liking of all men : for although many haue no 
religion at all, nor one fparke of a vertuous man, yet 
for all this wil they feemc to louc and embrace it intirc- 
ly, becaufe of the vnfpottcd fimplicitie they fee in the 

true 
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true profeffors thereof: and that chiefly, becaufe this 
outward fhewe is fome meanes to aflwage the heate of 
(harp reprehenfions ; and that vnder colour of this they 
may Hue in fome good report of the common fort : for 
if they fhould not hide the malice within, with a fhewe 
of holineiTe without, but permit the rebellion to rufh 
forth, they would be hateful! to others, and difquiet 
theyr owne peace : to hold friendfhip therfore with the 
world, it is expedient for them to be hypocrites and de- 
ceiuers, and therefore will they performe many Chri- 
ilian duties, and communicate with the Saints, yea 
and crowde to the Church doore of true deuotion, and 
both pray and vfe good exercifcs in their families, fre- 
quent Sermons, yea and ride and goe fix or feuen miles 
to heare a good Preacher: are not thefe good things, Cunning de- 
and the very properties of a true Chriftian ? yes verily : cducars. 
but all this is but done in pollicie to mocke the world : 
how know you that? why looke into their courfe of 
life ; if any vaine opportunitie be ofTred, wil they not fol- 
low it ? if the wicked call to goe, will they not run ? will 
they not dice, carde, fweare, fwagger, and be drunke? 
are they not vfurers, extortioners, proud perfons, and 
fo cold in charitie, that no Chriftian dutie can heat their 
loue ? fo it is an eafie thing to fee their hpyocrifie, if a 
man but caft his fight vpon their conuerfation. 

And in like manner, many at the end of the yeare 
(as a charitable worke) will keepe open houfe, and fet 
ope their gates, for al the rake-hels & loofe vagabounds 
in a countrey, and fill idle bellies with their flefh-pots, 
when the poore, blind, lame, and ficke, are faine to lye 
in the depth of miferie, without comfort, helpe, or 
fuccour: and to what ende is this great fuperfluitie? 
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forfoothe, to rcioycc for the blcfled fcaft of Chriftmas : 
The faUeTre Indccdc this fcaft e dooth bring great caufe of ioy, 
oftnieioy. f^^. ^^^^ \yxmg all loft in Adam, and heires of damnati. 
on, are ncucrthclcfle by the comming of the Mejfias, 
the fonne of God, who tooke on him our flefli at this 
time of the ycare, to vndcrgoe the wrath of his father 
due to vs, redeemed vs from hell, and made vs inheri- 
tors of heauen : here is caufe of ioy, what a happie me- 
morie is this ? how ought this feaft to be celebrated In 
magnifying the Almightie, and lauding hb name for fo 
great a bcncfite ? but what a commemoration is here ? 
when they turne true ioy into camall iollitie: doth this 
true ioy ftand in eating, drinking, rioting, feafting, mum- 
ming, maflcing, dauncing, dicing, carding, and fuch like^ 
that tafte wholly of Heathens fuperftition ? is God ho- 
noured by this? nay rather is hee not more difhonou- 
red at that time of the yeare, then all the yeare beiide ? 
So that a counterfeit ioy is fet vp in ftead thereof, me- 
ditation and mcrcifuU workes are pulled downe, and 
Epicurifme fet vp, which doth vfurpe and imperioufly 
beare rule ouer all holy dcfires : for in this is theyr 
deuotion, in vnlawfull and fmfuU pleafures, to gur- 
mandize and wafte in exceflc the good blellings of 
GOD ; and thefe men will not fticke to laih out a 
whole maffc of money, in dedicating feaftes to di- 
uell Bacchus, and maintainc Playes in theyr houfes, 
as filthy as the Lupercalia in Rome, fpend whole nights 
Vtrg, and daycs in reuelling, and toafte themfelues by 

theyr great fires, and as the Poet fayeth, Regifico 
luxu parata epnla, haue their Tables fumifhed at ex- 
ceeding and princely charges, to ftuffc the guts and 
feede the bellcy, and wifh with PolmixCy that they 
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had throates as long as Cranes, fo that they might tafte 
their fweets with more leifure : In fo much that by this 
vnreafonable exceffe and gluttony, in a few daies waft 
out that riotoufly, that would relieue many poore peo- 
ple if meafurably beftowed. Thus I faye like Epi- 
cures they confecrate the memorie of this bleffed feaft, 
with fuch a ioy, as fauours altogether of the drofle and 
dime of the earth : and this is liberalitie forfooth, chari- 
tie and Chriftian loue, when it is but prodigallitie, vain- 
glory, and hypocrifie. 

Moreouer, although they be too too flacke and ho- 
neft duties, yet will they fcotch at no charge may bring 
pleafure, or holde vp fome vaine-glorious memorie, as 
in building great houfes, to be chrlftned by their names, 
when many of them are but as Abfolons pillar, a monu- 
ment of folly, a fpeftacle of vanitie, and a prey of time, 
many chimnies, little fmoake : large roomes, wherein a 
man may walke and chawe his melancholy for want of 
other repaft, and neuer be put to the charges to buye a 
tooth-picker. And to what ende is this great building 
and cunning Architect ? but to ftand in the gaze of the 
world, and make the padenger cry out with admirati- 
on, 

O domus antiqua heti quam difpari dominari Domino. I Ennius, 

O gallant houfe, full well do I fee, 
How vnlike a Lord hath lordlhip on thee 

Indeed here is the two-folde benefit it yeelds, not 
only in fetting many poore labouring men a worke, but 
alfo a Princely edifife and ftately building, is a great ho- 
nour to a kingdome. But fuch are worthie blame that 
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ouerthrowe their (late by building, not being able to 
vfe one roome well for thofe many they build : for if a 
man of reafonable wealth fall into this humour of buil- 
ding gay houfes, if he did fmall good before, is now vt- 
terly vnable to do any at al, his new foundation hath ea- 
ten vp all his olde meanes: this is the fimple pollide of 
fome men that loue to tx^er themfelues to pleafe the 
eye. Againe, how prouident men are to graft their chil- 
dre into great (locks, that may not ea(ily be (Iriken with 
the thunder-claps of aducrfitie, & though the ftocke be 
neuer fo rotten, infefled, & biadcd with Vice, ytt if rich 
and mightie, it is Inough: and furely this Ethicall poUi- 
cie were highly to be aduanced, if fo be that our conti- 
nuing Citic were here : but feeing all things are frailer 
momcntaine, (hort and tranfitoric, that we cannot cer- 
tainly number to morrow among the dayes of our life, 
wliat a mecre madncfTe is this, to be fo in loue with the 
flattering fmiles of tliis life ? and fo myred in the dung- 
hill of pleafures, as to doate fo much vpon it : for verily 
men fecke their owne danger, whe they make the thing 
that is indifferent, to be vnlawfull : do they not with Or^ 
phetis catch the ayrc ? fcckc the (hadow, & loofe the fub- 
(lance? win eartli, and loofe heauen. 

Yet thcfe aboriginies, earth-bred wormes, with 
high lookes, and infolent bragges, will (land vpo termes 
of gcntilitic, and dcriuc their pedigree euen from Cad- 
ivallader^ the laft king of the Britons, whe in fadnes they 
are not fo much as fprinkled with one true drop of gen- 
tle bloud, neither one propertie of a Gentleman, vnleflTe 
it (hould only (land in wealth & great po(re(rions, which 
is contrary to our former a(rertion : for if true gentrie 
be a mind excellently dcckt vvith rare vertues, not only 
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by propagation of nature, but by Integritie of qualities ; 
not in beautie, but in Vertue ; not in riches, but in honor ; 
not in pride, but in comelinefle; not in coftly and curi- 
ous diet, but feeding the hungry, and cloathing the na- 
ked ; not in fumptuous building, ioyning houfe to land, 
kin to kin (with refpe^liue marriages) but onely in the 
true poiTeffion of Vertue \ then albeit a man wallow in 
wealth, liue in pleafure, fare daintie, goe princely, hung 
with pearle, fweetly perfumed, hawkes, horfes, hounds, 
and in a word, haue whatfoeuer pomp & glorie his hart 
can wifh, or the world affoord : yet if he be not noble in 
Vertues, but ignoble in vices, and haue not these good 
parts that carry a vnion of good mens praifes, he is but 
pirat Sr latro, a theefe and a robber ; and all his rich pain- 
tings & goodly buildings, are but monuments of fhame 
and bafenefTe. Is not Vertue then more honorable then Vcrtue more 
riches ? doth it not raife a man to immortalitic ? & doth honnarabie 
not riches ouerthrow his happineffe, if not duly ouer- ^^*^° "^^^^* 
watcht with Temperance } and if fo be a rich man looke 
narrowly into his ftate, and caft vp his accounts well, he 
(hall finde himfelfe a very bankerout, and to owe more 
then he is worth : for why hath hee more plentie of ba- 
ftardly riches then other men, but that hee is a bayliffe, 
ftcward, & FeofTer in truft, to difpofe & lay out in almes 
and charitable workes ? Now then if hee apply them to 
his owne vfe, what reckning can he make, or how wil he 
anfwer it at the great affifes, when it (hall be obie£led by 
the king of glory. When I was naked, yon cloathed mee not : 
when I was hungry you fed me not t &c. Goe into euerlaJHng 
fire^ &c. And therfore thefe great rich men of the world, 
haue obie£ls before theyr ^yts^ and are hemde in with 
poore on euery fide: heere is one crying for bread, 
there an other for cloathes, the ficke to bee vifited, 

the 
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the lame and infirme to be comfortedy the ftraunger to 
be lodged, fo that they cannot turae their eyes no way, 
but they haue motions to Ib'rre vp charitie, and wofiili 
clamors founding into their eares of want : and yet had 
diuers of them rather doo anything then relieue theyr 
neccAities, to giue tenne pound for a Hawkey then ten 
pence to cloathe the naked. The Rauen foriakes her 
young ones aflbonc as they are hatcht, becaufe feeing 
them of an other hew, thinkcs them of an other kind : fo 
in like maner fome rich men looke aloft, fnuffe & fume 
at their poore brethren, and cafl off all deuofion & bro- 
therly loue, becaufe feeing them humbled and brought 
lowe in the world, iudge them vtterly vnhappie, when 
verily they are not only of one felfe-fame iffue & parent, 
but alfo more acceptable to God in their bafe eftate, the 
they in all their royaltie. 

Is it not lamentable, to fee a number of poore win- 

terftarued people lye pining in miferie, which might 

Coldchihti« tx^ relieued, if it were but with the furplufage of 

in thde dakt. their vainc expenccs, and comforted with that, which 

Among manj they waftfully confume ? For do but view thefe Idnde 

»y»«» of men, and you (hall fee they will fpare for no coft to 

build faire houfes (as I faid before) though they impo— 

uerifh thenifclucs for cuer : galleries, bowUng-allies, 

walkes, and whatfoeuer may bring delight ; to ride with 

great retinew to Hiew their pompe, and maintaine their 

quarrels, to feede idle bellies with their flefli-pots, that 

are no fooner vp but run to vaine fports : but if a poore 

man be fallen into want, or an houe/l caufc craue fome 

reliefe, a penny is as hardly gotten from them, as fire out 

of a flint-done, or if it doth at lad come, it is many times 

more for fafliion to ihunnc reproach, then for charitie 

to 
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to the caufe. Biit fome perhaps will fay, it is my owne, 
and may I not do with mine owne what I will ? but tis 
neither fo, nor To : for it is not thine, thou art put in truft 
to laie it out, to helpe and fuccour thy poore needy bro- 
ther. Perhaps thou wilt fay againe, I brought him not to 
beggery : did I lame him ? did I vnparell him ? o r did I 
vnhoufe him? wherfore then (hould I recompence him 
whom I neuer wronged? Are Bees bounde to gather 
honey for droanes? and muft I keepe life in rattes and 
myce, and fuch vermine as are bred by the infeftion of 
a plentious yeare? Indeed they are made poore, but tis 
becaufe thou art rich ; that thereby thou mighteft exer- 
cife thy loue, for there (hall be poore alwayes to fet cha- 
ritie a worke : yet fome are fo farre from loue, as they 
fall into barbarous cruelty, that they had rather cut their 
throats, then cherifh them with beneuolence : as it is re- 
corded of a B. B. of Con/lance^ that vnder colour of gi- 
uing almes, aiTembled all the poore in the countrey to- 
gether, (hut them vp in a barne, fet fire to it, and burnt 
them vp together, counting it a worke meritorious: and 
no doubt for fo doing, he was cannonized a faint by the 
impietie of Antichrift. 

If one of thefe Bacchanalls, deliuer to his fleward a 
great fumme of mony to lay out in domefticke affaires, 
and he laui(h it out in ryoting, drunkenneffe, and leaud 
company, will not his maifler pull his coate ouer his 
eares ? brand him for a knaue, and turne him out at his 
gates? no doubt he would be as rigorous as fo leaude a 
prancke fhould deferue : why then how do they thinke 
to efcape? being bailiffes and flewards, to the Lorde of 
Lordes, who hath committed his treafure to them, 
with a charge to laie it out in fuch merciful! workes as 

N he 
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he hath appointed, and they runne with it to the mar- 
ket of vanities, and expend it in prodigall vfes. Surely 
A note for it will bee a mad reckening when they (hall come in 
bdly-godf. with Item in Pheafants, Patriges, Woodcockes, fawfes, 
fops, and delicates for the body, fo much. Item in ftrai^^ 
fafhions, and new fanglcs for my backe, fo much: vpon 
dogges fo much: in vainc building fo much, and fuch 
like. I fuppofe thb bill of Items will bee fcarce plea- 
fmg to theyr maifter that hath put them in fo great 
truft. 

Then feeing God hath made thee rich, and thy bro- 
ther poorc, be neuer the more puft vp with pride and 
difdainc, but (ludic how thou mayefl difcharge fo great 
a reckning as thou haft to make : think this with thy felfe, 
he that made me rich, could haue made me poore ; it is in 
his bountie, not my defcruing ; I do but poflfefTe that of 
which an other is owner, who can difinherit me when 
he will : why then fhould I bragge as if it were mine 
owne? and though my brother be poore, yet peraduen- 
ture he is richer to God then I ; I fee no difference be- 
tweene vs, we are both of one moulde, faue that I haue 
more chaffe and rubbifh then hce, which is fcattered 
with eucry guft of windc: fo that if hee well confider 
his ftate, and cxpoftulate with himfelfe in this manner, 
that loade of riches that is now fo heauie, will be more 
eafily borne. 

The Poets faine, that Pluhis the god of money is 
lame when he commcth, but hath wings fwiftly to de- 
part : fignifying that as riches are long in getting, fo they 
are fuddenly loft : and therefore a man ftiould be rich in 
charitie and poore in defire, and impart the benefite to 
the needments and ncccflfitic of other. 

For 
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For as there is a diuine coherence between the mem- 
bers of the bodie, though they haue all a diftinft and 
peculiar office, yet they all minifter to the common fo- 
cietie : fo in like manner we being members of that bo- 
die, whereof Chrift is the head, ought to bend our a6li- 
tiitie for the health and welfare of the fame, and to beare 
fuch a mutuall coniunflion and fimpathie, as feeling 
members, to open the bowels of compaffion on fuch as 
are in want : and this onely is Vertues Common-wealth. 

Neuertheleffe there be fome well difpofed and very 
forward to all good duties in faying, till it come to do- 
ing : but then they winch like a gald horfe, 6 they can- 
not away with charge : If my abilitie faith one would 
anfwere my willingnefle, I would do this and that, or 
if I had fo much wealth, I would relieue the poore bet- 
ter, they fliould not goe emptie handed; or if I had fo 
much wit, and fuch means, I would countenance good 
caufes with the beautie of honor: and fo do they vaunt 
of that they would do, and yet do not that they ftiould 
do. I demaund what good doeft thou with that little 
thou haft? thou art wife and politique, or at leaft thou 
thinkeft fo, how doeft thou vfe it ? if thou art vnfaithfull 
in a litle, no doubt thou wouldeft be fo in a great deale : 
for as he is inconfident to whom mony is deliuered vpo 
truft to paie to an other, & doth either keep it back all, or 
deliuer but halfe ; fo hee that hath much or litle & doth 
not difpofe it as he oght, is not worthy to be trufted with 
more. Perhaps thou wilt fay, fuch a ma is of great wealth 
and he doth litle good or none at all, why then fliould I 
that am of leffer value do any thing ? that is no excufe for 
thee, nor caufe of fufpence, for thou art to looke to thy 
owne dutie, and not weaken thy owne charitie, by the 
negligence of other men. 

N 2 An 
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An other w3 boaft of diat litk he doth, and be Oat 
tmmpe of his owne pnufe: ia}rui|^ I giue thus mudi 
weekly to the poore, and do thb and diat good : but he 
is to examine himfelfe if it be according to his wealth 
and place or no, for otherwife an other man dodi as 
nrach that is Cure behind in fobftance, and with whom 
hee would bragge without meafure, in oomparatiQe 
termes : but fome thinke if Aey do a little good, dioi^ 
it be nothing in liew of their ftat^ or if they doo not a 
great deale of hurt by ptUing. powling, ftrife, fadions^ 
and fuch like troubles, they haue d<Mie fo much good, 
that God is bound to paie them fomewhat back again. 
But according to the Poet 

£Jl quadam prodire tenus : fi mem iatmr vitro. 

^^' Here would I enter in a field of matter 

more then much 
But gfaefle that all is out of frame, 
and long it hath bene fuch. 

Although it were better to be occupied in pra£lifing 

thofe bookes alreadie written, then to write more, (this 

lad age being fo full, that it doth exceed all others): yet 

the neceflitie of times, by reafon of controuerfies, do 

prouoke the learned to fpende their labours that way: 

and not only fo, but in explaining the fcriptures, and 

Noendeof difcouriuig of Sciences, which worke is not only ne^ 

making nu- ceilary, but commendable ; whereby a generall good is 

ny bookM. brought in : this godly vfe of writing cannot be difliked 

of any vertuous man. 

But forafmuch, as fome are diuerfly aifeded, they 
obfcrue not this decorum before notedt but fall into 

vaine 
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vaine tangling, and fo conceited of their owne wits, and 
haue fo many crotchets in their heads, that they pub- 
lifli great volumes of nice and curious queftions, ambi- 
guities, & doubts, as many of the Affe-ftronomers, that 
are very inquifitiue to knowe if the world were created Curious (Unw 
in the Spring or Autumne, the night before the day, gazers. 
and how Moses could write credibly of the worlds crea- 
tion, liuing fo many yeares after; as though God could 
not as well tell him what was paffed, as he did the Pro- 
phets what was to come, and fuch deep fecrets, as thogh 
God had called them to counfel. In like maner fome are 
buficd in Natiuities, Deftinies, Dreames, Palmeftrie, 
and Phifiognamie : in a word, who is able to expreffe 
the foolifh curiofitie of fome men, that are neuer fatisfi- 
ed in thefe vaine & idle ftudies, but fpend whole yeares 
in fearching after doubts and fallacies, and in the mean 
time ouerpaffe thofe things which he hath vouchfafed 
to reueale vnto vs, fufficient for vs to know : Noli altum 
faperey it is no time well fpent to foare fo high in things 
(hut vp from common vnderftanding and reafon, and 
chiefly feeing they are no ground of faith, nor meanes 
to edification. 

But by this, the Romaine marchant hath fetched in 
his greateft gaine, I meane by falfe reuelations, and The Pope 
fond opinions, as Purgatorie, the Econimicall gouern- l«of«tl> no- 
ment of the heauenly powers, the manfions and cham- ''"^ ^ 
bers in heauen, the degrees of Angels, and Archangels, 
Cherubins and Seraphins, and a thoufand other fond 
imaginations, foyfted in among them by their fchoole 
dunces, which they falfely deriue from Dionijius Aria- 
pagita, one of the feuentie Difciples : fo that by thefe in- 
tricate fallacies, and fubtill filogifmes, wherewith they 
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are maintained, many poore foules are infnared, and 
call headlong into a laborinth of blinde fuperftition. 
This curiofitie therefore is a daungerous difeafe, and 
a fore that muft be healed, leaft it fefter and run ouer the 
whole body. 

Others there bee that haue fuch a leaprofie of wit, 
that they to difquiet and trouble the eftate, feek for in- 
nouation, and difplant all good order eftablifhed, not 
onely thereby amazing the weake Chriftians, but alfo 
alinating the hearts of many from their due obedience. 
Touching thefe that carpe at the prefent difcipline, I 
will fay little, onely this much by the way : that al- 
though many things may bee mifliked in a pollitique 
ftate, & not feeme fo precifely good to them that looke 
a farre off with flight imagination : yet may be wel per- 
mitted and toUerated in pollicie, to keepe peace and 
quietnefle-: fo be it the fundamental! properties fland 
fafl, which otherwife could not but bring much confu- 
fion and diforder : and therefore it is no fure opinion (as 
the learned fuppofe) to goe about to change lawes, and 
breake downe difcipline, which is alreadie eftablilhed, 
leaft all comelinefle and good order be therewith ouer- 
throwne. 

Some do nought elfe but fcrape the puddle of con- 
tentions, to finde matter to wrangle, though they haue 
no caufe to carpe. 

Epi/i. i8. //. I. Alter rixatur de lanafospe caprina : 

propugnat nugis armatus. 

And thefe are fo ambitious of their fophifticall vaine 
of wrangling,^ that they put their brabbles in print, to the 

view 
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view of the world, and out of the rancour and malice of 
their hearts, fpew and belch out fcandals, flaunders, Bufie con- 
rumors and falfe reports : by that meanes kindle flambes trowlers. 
of contentions in a peaceable ftate, and diftemper the 
quietneflfe of mens affeAions, and this is chiefly bent a- 
gainft good men : for the qualitie of grudging enuie is, 
to be ficke with forrow and virulent hate, at the profpe- 
ritie of other : for hee that is exhorted by the defert of 
Veriue, is fubieft to fcandalls, and the back-biting of the 
[en]uious. 

But the hauen I intend to harbour in, is to fpeake 
fomewhat of thofe vaine, idle, wanton Pamphlets and 
lafciuious loue-bookes, which as fire-brands, inflame 
the concupifcence of youth : for in my opinion nothing 
doth more corrupt and wither greene and tender wits, 
then fuch vnfauoury and vituperable bookes, as hurtful 
to youth, as Machauile to age, a plaugh dangerous, and 
as common as dangerous. 

The lazie Monkes, & fat-headed Friers, in whom was 
nought but floath & idlenes, bred this contagion ; for li- 
uing in pleafure & eafe, and not interrupted with cares, 
they had time inough to vomit out their doltifh & redi- Vaine bookes' 
culous fables, & this was the fubtiltie of Sata the, to oc- the fpoUe of 
cupie Chriftian wits in Heathens foolery, but now this J^^^ ^°^"^ 
age is more finer, mens wits are clarified, the dulnefle of 
that time is thruft out, an other method is brought in, 
fine phrafes, Inkehorn-termes, fwelling words, bumba- 
(led out with the flocks of fundry languages, with much 
poUiflied and new-made eloquence : with thefe daintie 
cates they furnifh and fet out their filthy and vicious 
bookes ; now what do they, but tye youth in y^ fetters of 
luft, & keepe them in the thoughts of loue7 for do they 

not 
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w=dL ^fcBsag W3n5i tickle and ftirre vp the affefti- 
H at C j nnrrfif of ixat food paffion, to be more 
rseuaajb- intflS? and doo they not labour in vaine 
^' """i fe s: tttWt and poifon delicate youth ? are not 
^^ ' r laic ?::eazs of camall loue, hift, and vnchafte ar- 
pnsacsr ac msj mxries of abofe, by which the minde 
i iX3::vne 23 nuuy peflilent wiflies. For when as young 
iiikcs Jane Scked in the fweete iuice of thefe ftinking 
*w«fl'^ . duar CDaaeriation and manners are fo tainted 
sad ictted with Vice, that they can neuer be fo cleane 
'wadatd, but £baie filthy dregges will remaine behinde. 
I msEf li k rrr tftetn to fawning curres, that neuer barke 
ml xbcT bite : or a gaye painted coffer, full of toades and 
vesenmus beafis: So in like manner many of thefe 
baaices hane gtorioos ontfides; and goodly titles: as if 
when: a tnan tooke them in hand, he were about to read 
finne ang^sikall difixxxrfe: but within, full of (Irong ve- 
:n:nie. tempered with fweete honey: now while the 
mrwfi* 5s occz^Med in reading fuch toyes, the common 
rfirm^ vf man is not idle, but doth fecretly infnare the 
»cje 13 fecnritie. And fome of good partes, and 
brj .IT if i ffi with no conmion gifts, both of art and na- 
tsar; not being ledde by the fun-fliine of Vertue, infeft 
t&e puiitie of wit with prophane inuention, in fome 
Ioc£c fubiecl; as patrons of Vice, and nurfes of impie- 
tie, and fpend the blefledneffe of time in vnneceffary 
babling. 

Other bafe and feruile wits runne rafhly into any 
finfull argument, and crowde to the preafe with might 
and maine, not fo much regarding the generall hurt, as 
ibme fixe-penny allowance : nay, euery triuiall mate 
and cafhired Clarke, will bewray his folly in print, and 

with 
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with a tumultuous confufion of words, lay out a deale 
of amorous prattle, though he be as tedious to his rea- 
der, as a muddie way to a wearie traueller. Now what 
is to be found in thefe bookes ? but filthincffe and groffe 
ignorance ; as for learning, there is none to be found in 
them, which neuer came neare the fliadow of learning 
themfelues, and as little wit, but a fewe fine words of 
luft, which are chiefly ment to bend the minde to wan- 
tonnefle : yet are they led with this vaine fuppofitid, that 
if they haue ben luld a fleepe but one night on the Mu- 
fes lap, are able to publifh any tiling with well deferued 
commendations : and I muft needs fay, that I my felfe 
haue read in them, and taken great delight in their foo- 
lifli lyes ; but furely I could neuer find either goodnes or 
wit, vnles Vice be Vertue^ or to tel a bawdie tale be wit. 

Neuertheles, I would not haue any man think, that I 
inueigh againft, or difcommend Poetrie ; for in al ages it 
hath bin thought neceflarie : but only againft thofe abu- 
fers of Poefie, who vnder the name & title of Poets, foift 
in their wanton & lafciuious verfes. The true vfe of Poe- Modeft Poe- 
trie ftandeth in two parts; the one in teaching the ^vay J"^^^°^^^' 
to Verttu\ the other to moue with delight therevnto: for 
honeft delight ftirreth vp men to take that goodnefle in 
hand, which otherwife would bee loathfome & vnplea- 
fant : fo that when it is bent to a good end, and cuery 
thing laide out in his due annalligie, with fome ioy the 
affcflions are thereby inuoked to a ferious confiderati- 
on, to imitate that goodnefle wherevnto it is moued. 
Thofe bookes that both delight and perfwade with 
learned difcretion, & out of which fome wholfome do- 
cument may be extrafted, though it be fimple, yet is it 
praifeable. Difdaine not (faith the wife Heathen) the 

O fimple 
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flmple labour of an other, though thou bceft neuer fo 
great ; efpecially if he fpeake good words. Againe, con- 
fidering the diuerfitie of mens minds, and how diuerfly 
they are difpofcd, all honeft delight is not to be difpro- 
ued, becaufe euery man may finde both pleafure & pro- 
fit : for as I fay, by a pleafant difcourfe the minde is more 
chearefuUy carried, both to read & meditate, to mufe 
and ftudie, & the memory more willing to holde that it 
hath conceiued : So that Poetrie is no other thing, but a 
Huely prefentatio of things ingenioufly difpofed, wher- 
by Vertue is painted out with fuch frefh colours, that the 
mind is inflamed with her excellent properties 

Now whofoeuer (hall difcent from this true vfe, is 
no Poet, but a vaine babler : for what are all thefe fcur- 
rillous tales, & bawdie verfes? do thefe moue to Vertue 
with honeft delight? nay doo they not rather ftirre vp 
bawdrie and beaftlineffe? for are they not full of Paga- 
nifme and ribald fpeeches, to ftirre vp the minde to (hady 
idleneffe? is this Poetrie? verily they are as vnworthy 
the name of Poets, as Chirrillus, who had nothing to 
grace his verfes by, but onely the name of A Ilex. 

But if a man fuperficially & flitely glideth ouer thefe 
pye-bald Pamphlets, they are like a pleafing dream, that 
mockes the mind with filken thoughts : but if feene into 
with a fober iudgement, hee fhall finde in that faire bea- 
ten path, many Adders & Snakes lye in waite to byte 
him by the heele. 
A Legend of For if a view be had of thefe editions, the Court of 
lyes. Venus, the Pallace of Pleafure, Guy of IVarwieke, Libbius 

and Arthur, Beuis of Hampton, the wife men of Goatam, 
Scoggins leafts, Fortunatus, and thofc new delights that 
haue fucceeded thefe, and are now extant, too tedious 

to 
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to recken vp : what may we thinke ? but that the floud- 
gates of all impietie are drawne vp, to bring a vniuerfall 
deluge ouer all holy and godly conuerfation : for there 
can be no greater meanes to affright the mind from ho- 
neftie, then thefe pedling bookes, which haue filled 
fuch great volumes, and blotted fo much paper, theyr 
fweete fongs and wanton tales do rauifh and fet on fire 
the young vntempered affeftions, to praftice that 
whereof they doo intreate : who by reafon of theyr 
infancie and imbicillitie of wit, are foone feduced, and 
with wine-puft eloquence, doo fo artificially lim out 
the life of vanitie, as they eafily take the impreffion of 
that which is portrayed out vnto them : and on this 
rocke (lands the enfigne of their glory, if fmoothly 
and pithily they can tricke vp a tale of fome beaftly pr[i]a- 
pus, of lawleffe luft, and rip vp the genealogie of the 
Heathen gods, to carrie the minde into wonderment: 
6 how they will diue into the bottome of their braine! 
for fluant termes, and imboffed words, to varnirti theyr 
lyes and fables to make them glib, and as we vfe to fay, 
to goe downe without chewing, which as poyfon doth 
by litle and litle, difperfe it felfe into euery part of the 
body. 

From hence rifeth fo much foolifli idle prattle, the 
Seruing-man, the Image of floath, the bagge-pipe of va- 
nitie, like a windie Inftrument, foundeth nothing but 
prophaneneffe, and fome are fo charmed, as they fpend 
their whole life in vaine reading, becaufe they fee in the 
as in a glaffe, their owne conditions : now fuch vaine 
fragments as fit their humors, they fucke in, and fqueefe 
out againe in euery affembly. 

It is too true, that one fuch wanton toye dooth 

O 2 more 
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more breed Vice, then twentic godly treatifes can in- 
duce to Vcrtue: nor twentie Sermons preached by the 
beft Diuine in Englad, doth not fo much good to moue 
to true doftrine, as one of thefe bookes do harme to in- 
tice to ill liuing: they corrupt good learning, & fubucrt 
all fan£limony, and by a tedious pratling ouer-fway the 
memory from that good purpofe whercvnto it ought to 
be imployed, not informing the iudgement in matters 
worthy to be learned. 

From whence then crecpeth in this pe(lilence» but out 
of thefe vaine bookes ; for euery mifchiefe by litlc & litle 
crawleth vpon the good manners of men, which vnder 
fome fliewe of goodnes is fuddenly receiued, which by 
a voluntary admittance at the firft bccometh habituall, 
efpecially when the fpirituall faculties are defiled with 
much conuerfatio : in fo much that many that hold pla- 
ces in facred affemblies, become affefted to their phra- 
fcs, Metaphors, Allegories, and fuch figuratiue and fu- 
parlatiue tcrmes, and fo much vaine eloquence, as they 
yeeld no fruitc at all to their auditors, but driue them in- 
to amazement with a multitude of Inkehome-termcs 
fcummed from the Latin, and defufed phrafes, as they 
flye aboue the comm5 reach, when the mod profitable 
and bed affefled fpeech is that that is mod congruable 
and fitly applied to the intendment & vnderdanding of 
the hearers by familiar and ordinarie termes, not fophi- 
fticall. darkc, and obfcurc, nor too bafe and barbarous: 
but fuch as are animated by their prefent abilitie to 
fpcake more then other men, and be addifted to affefta- 
tion, haue commonly a dearth of iudgement, fildome 
edifie. but gallop oucr prophane writers to (hewe theyr 
vaine reading. 

Demofl/urus 
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Demojlhenes beeing called to declaime againft the 
rude multitude that had affembled themfelues in the 
Forum of Athens, anfwered he was not yet readie, if he 
that had Faccecia ingenij, the very foule of wit durft not 
fpeak in a ferious manner without preparing himfeife be- 
fore, how ca fuch that come far fhort of him in prompt- 
nes of naturall wifdome, prefume to handle holy things 
fo raflily with humane learning, for it is an impudent 
boldnefTe for a man to take vpon him to teach others 
that which he before hath not bene taught : but I may 
fpeake as Tully fpake of the Orators of Rome, Sed tamen 
videmus quibiis extinllus Oratoribtis quam in paucis /pes 
quanta in paucioribtis facultas quam in multis Jit audacia. 
Wee fee (faith he) what noble Orators are put out of the 
way, and how in fewe a hope remaineth, in fewer a 
skill, but in many a boldneffe, that dare fet vpon any 
thing. 

To returne, doo not thefe idle pernicious bookes 
poyfon the well difpofed manners of youth, and mace- 
rate and kill the feedes of Vertue that begin to bloome ? 
for doo they not vfe more vaine eloquence then confi- 
dence in matters of wifedome? So that all that which 
they do, is but to make a mutinie. Men need not fowe 
for weedes, for they growe faft inough : fo we are pollu- 
ted inough by kinde, though we be not more defiled by 
cuftome: thus do they proceed like cankers to eate off 
the tender buddes. 

Neither do they want fome Mecenas to Patronize 
their witleffe workes, and to haue fome applaufe, bend vaine workcs 
the fcope of theyr argument to fit their difpofitions ; wel rewarded. 
yea, and many times thruft their dedications vpon men 
of graue and fober carriage, who will not fticke to re- 

O 3 compence 
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compcncc their idle labours. 

Now if the principall fcopc of all our a6lions and 
counfels, ought to be to fome good ende, and that it 
mud needs pafle as a Maxime, that nothing can be good 
but that which moueth to Vertut^ the it mull cofequct- 
ly follow, that all prophanc and lafciuious Poems, are 
as an infeflious aire that brings a general! plague, be- 
caufc they ftriue againfl honeftie. 

And if Plato, fawe fo great caufe to (hut them out of 
his common-wealth, as noyfome to the peace and tran- 
quillitie thereof, what ought our Platonifts to do? fith 
they more abound hccre then eucr they did there : or if 
we had but the zealous affeftions of the Ephefians, we 
would loathe the price of fo great iniquitie, and (acri- 
fice them at a ftake, though they were of neuer fo great 
value. But happily it will be demaunded how Ladies, 
Gentlewomen, &c. (hould fpend the time, and bufie 
their heads, as though idlcnefTe were not a vice badde 
inough of it felf, without fire to be added, and as though 
there were not a Bible, and many good bookes where- 
in they might be vertuoufly exercifed. 

Of good wits well imployed what good would en- 
fue, by fctting out the praifcs of the immortall maieftie^ 
that giueth hands to write, and wittes to inuent, what 
matter might they not finde : but honed and neceflfa- 
ry, in which they might firft want words to vtter, then 
matter worthie to be vttercd : efpecially thofe that arc 
not only by their outward fclicitie freed from troubles 
and perturbation of minde, imbracing content in the 
bofome of peace, the nurfe of Sciences, but are alfo ina- 
bled, and fufficiently gifted to publirti any thing of 
worth, 6 how willing is Vertite to crowne them with 
honour I But 
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But this contagion, ought ferioufly to be confidered 
by men of riper iudgement, and by fuch as haue autho- 
ritie to fuppreffe the abufes ; for is it not lamentable ? that 
a Pamphlet difcouriing nought but Paganifme, fliould 
be fo vendible, and vertuous bookes want fale, the one 
brought vp thicke and three fold, the other lye dead, for 
there commeth forth no fooner a foolifli toye, a leaud 
and bawdy ballad, but if fung in the market, by the di- 
uers quirrifters, they flocke to it as crowes to a dead car- 
kafle, buying them vp as Jewels of price, be they neuer 
fo ribauld, filthie, or dorbellicall ; but bookes of Chriftia- 
nitie, of modeft argument, that tend to reftifie the iudg- 
ment, lieth ftil in the Stationers hand as wafte paper, not 
fo much as looked after : fo that by this we may plainly 
fee, what a froward generation we are fallen into, where 
in fuch bookes as are mod hurtfull and daungerous, are 
moft deuoutly coueted. 

But if they would obferue the Philofophers rule, io Pythagoras 
abftain from fpeaking fine yeare, I doubt not but in that ^^' 
time, they would be fitted and fully eftabliflied, to write 
with fober iudgement, as men of vnderftanding & rea- 
fon : or if the Apoftles rule were followed, Be fwift to 
heare, and flowe to fpeake, they would be more confi- 
derate, and not runne out the courfe of their liues in 
fuch vnprofitable ftudie. 

But touching tlie defence fome make, to approue 
this vaine writing, it is too ridiculous, and not worth an 
anfwere, that they doo by this meanes polifti & refine 
our Englifli tongue, and drawe it from barbarifme, into 
a more finer Cadence of words : but thofe bookes that 
polifh the toong, & depraue the life, are dangerous, and 
in the fcntence of wife men, in no cafe to be allowed : 

for 
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for it were better for a man to be dumbe, then by fpea- 
king to approue a wrong, and accufe the innocent : and 
better it were indeed that they had not only no lear- 
ning at all ; but alfo that they had no eyes to fee, nor 
eares to heare : for as it is in the Gofpell, it were much 
better for a man to goe blinde into heauen, then with 
two eyes to be caft into hell. Neither can I fee but that 
they drawe our language from the auncient tenor, by 
mixing it with fo many ftraunge countries, that it fee- 
meth rather more artificiall, then naturall: and more 
bafer then the common lawe, which is compounded of 
French, Englifti, and Latin, &c. 

The harih tooting of Pans pipe, was more pleafing 
to Mydas eare, then the fweet harmony of Apolloes harp, 
Vainemen, but this fault was in the ludge, whofe fimplicitie could 
iadge vainly, not diftinguifli them aright : in like manner, many are 
better content with vicious bookes, bawdie fongs, foo- 
lifli and wanton ditties, then in the well feafoned wri- 
tings of holy men, and this is for want of iudgement, 
being as blinde as he was foolifh. It may be faid of fuch, 
as Pythagoras faid to a leaude fellow that foothed him- 
felfe in conuerfmg with badde company, I had rather 
quoth he be acquainted with bawdcs, then wife Phylo- 
L, Max. fophers. No maruell quoth he very fadly, fwine delight 
more in dirt, then in pure and cleane water. 

Of fuch bookes as moue to good life, and bring a 
benefit to pofteritie, we haue but too fewe, and can ne- 
uer haue too many: but of fuch as followe their owne 
fancies in fpewing out their wandering imaginations, 
we haue but too many, and it were to be wiflied we had 
none at all. Good men are not only othervvife imploy- 
ed, but alfo greatly difcouragcd, for if they fet forth any 
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notable booke of diuinitie, humanitie, or fuch like, they 

are in no requeft, but to flop mufterd-pots, & what is the 

reafb ? but this, euery Stationers (hop, ftal, & almoft euery 

poll, giues knowledge of a new toy, which many times Good bookcs 

intercepts the vertuous difpofitio of a willing buyer : fo ^y^ ^*^^^- 

that hauing time, and incouragement, labor what they 

can, to deface good mens workes, with the multitude 

of their finfuU fopperies. 

Hee that can but bombaft out a blancke verfe, and 
make both the endes iumpe together in a ryme, is forth- 
with a poet laureat, challeging the garland of bales, and 
in one flauering difcourfe or other, hang out the badge Many Poeis 
of his follie. O how weake and (hallow much of theyr ^'^'o^ ^'^^ 
poetrie is, for hauing no fooner laide the fubieft and 
ground of their matter, and in the Exordium moued at- 
tention, but ouer a verfe or two runne vpon rockes and 
(helues, carrying their readers into a maze, now vp, the 
downe, one verfe (horter then an other by a foote, like 
an vn(kilfull Pilot, neuer comes nigh the intended har- 
bour: in fo much that oftentimes they fticke fo faft in 
mudde, they loofe their wittes ere they can get out, ei- 
ther like Chirrillus, writing verfe not worth the reading, 
or Battillus, arrogating to themfelues, the well deferuing 
labours of other ingenious fpirits. Farre from the deco- 
rum of Cfuiufer, Cowers, Lidgate, &c. or our honourable 
moderne Poets, who are no whit to be touched with 
this, but reuerently efteemed, and liberally rewar- 
ded. 

Then feeing this naughtie kinde of writing dooth 
plucke vp the feeds of Vertiie by the rootes, and quench 
that little fire affoone as it beginneth to kindle, they 
ought to be (liunned as Serjjents & Snakes, and youth 

P chiefly 
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chiefly to be kept from reading them. 

The Libeller is puniflied according to the qualitie 
A fit compa- of his Libell, either by pillorie, whipping, lofle of eares, 
"^o"- fine, imprifonment, and fuch like: the thiefe hanged, 

the traitor drawne, and euery one puniflied in that kind 
he doth offend in : are not thefe filthy bookes libells ? do 
they not defame, difcredit, and reproach Vertue and ho- 
neftie, by expounding Vice with large comments ? do 
they not fteale away all holy deuotion, poyfon good 
wits, and corrupt young people ? fliall hee be par- 
doned by courfe of lawe, that offends in the higheft 
degree? and fliall hee be counted a maifter of wife- 
dome, that teacheth nought but fooliflineffe to the peo- 
ple? wherefore then fliould this fo great mifchiefe goe 
vnreproued ? 

To conclude, he that can read, fliall finde bookes 
worthy to be read, wherein is both wifedome and lear- 
ning, pleafant & wittie, fober and chad, that both profit 
The profit of the life, and ioy the mind : but before all other, to read 
reading good thofe diuine bookes, that both lift the heart to God, and 
° ^' direft vnto Chriftian duties : for fuch is Fomefttum fidei^ 

nourifliing faith, Lexio alit ingeniumy fo the bookes bee 
wife, vertuous, chafte, and honefl: ; touching the for- 
mer, they are but fl:inking infeftious writings, which as 
mudde and dyrt defile the body, fo do they pollute the 
foule. 

By reading good bookes, the minde is ftored with 
wifedome, the life bettered and fetled in quietneffe: fo 
that ftill all reading be referred to the Bible, fro whence 
all Vertue is deriued. For this caufe S. Paul admoniflieth 
Timothie to giue attendance to reading: for albeit hee 
was trained vp in the fcriptures from a childe, and had 

all 
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all Epliefiis vndcr his charge, yet hec ftirreth him to 
reading; for by reading more knowledge is not one- 
ly gotten, but alfo the decayes and breaches of the me- 
morie is againe renued ; and vnleffe there be both a 
powring in of more, and a continuall reftoring of that 
which is loft, all will drop away, and leaue a man emp- 
tie: for the memorie is like a ruinous houfe, readie to 
fall downe, which if not eftfoones repaired, will foone 
become inhabitable. 

Touching Enterludes and Playes, I will omit to The grounded 
fpeak how the beft iudgements conceiue of them, their opinion of 
reafons being ftrong and manifolde, to thruft them out 1^*^^ ''"^ &P^: 

, . . -.^ % A y /-I t lymen againil 

as thmgs indifferent, and make them fimply vnlaw- piayes, muft 

full. be authentick. 

For although they are not fimply forbidden in ex- 
preffe words, yet if it once appeare the true vfe be loft, 
and cleaue to a bad report, it is the part of euerie man, 
to fliun and auoyd the fame, and rather drawe other to 
reformation, then violently fuflFer himfelfe to be fwayed 
with the like affeflion. 

And this agreeth with that of Pauly If indifferent i. Cor, 8. 
things giue offence to the weake, they ought to bee 
remooued : for the freedome of thofe things giueth 
courage to the defeft of grace, to be more vngraci- 
ous. 

Nothing is lawfull but that which tendeth to the 
glory of God, and profit of man in comelineffe : fo 
that the end of all ioy and myrth, muft be to glorifie the 
Creator. 

Thofe pleafures of the body & mind which are of good 
report, are indifferent if modeftly vfed : honeft exercife 
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doth much relieue the debilitie of nature, and quicken 
the dull fpirits, which would elfe be depreffed and ouer-. 
laden with moderate labour. Idleneffe is to be condem- 
ned as the bel-dame of all euil : but idleneffe is not one- 
ly in doing nothing, but alfo in doing things vnprofita- 
ble. Efchew euil, and do good : it is not inough to ab- 
ftaine from euil, but we muft do good alfo. 

Some Playes, as they are now in vfe, are fcandalous 
LuftfullCo- and fcurrillous, detraft from Vertue, & adde to Vice, and 
medies hurt- ^^ y^^y May-games of all fin and wickedneffe : for, for 

Chronicles ^^^ "^^'^ P^^' ^^^ haue nothing in them but fcurrilli- 
honourable, if tie, or fome groffe fliewe of doltiflmeffe, to make the 
circuOances, finfull mouth of laughter to gape, and often fporting at 
^^' that which (hould rather moue pittie and compunfti- 

on : Stages of defoluteneffe, and baites to entice people 
to lightneffe. For is not Vice fet to fale on open Thea- 
ters? is there not a Sodome of filthineffe painted out? 
and tales of camall loue, adulterie, ribaldrie, leacherie, 
murther, rape, interlarded with a thoufand vncleane 
fpeeches, euen common fchooles of bawdrie? is not 
this the way to make men ripe in all kindeof villanie, 
and corrupt the manners of the whole world? And 
there wanteth no Art, neither to make thefe bawdie 
difhes delightfull in tafte. For are not their Dialogues 
puft vp with fwelling wordes? are not theyr argu- 
ments pleafing and rauifhing? and made more for- 
cible by gefture and outward aflion? furely this muft 
needes attraft the minde to imitate fuch vices as are 
portrayed out, whereby the foule is tainted with impie- 
tie : for it cannot be, but that the internall powers muft 
be moucd at fuch vifible and liuely obiefts. And prin- 
cipally, youth are made pliant to wantonncs & idlcnes, 

and 
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and the tender buddes of good maners vtterly rooted 
out. And many times (which is moft finfuU) intermixe A finfull 
the facred words of God, that neuer ought to be hand- ™"^^'"®- 
led without feare and trembling, with their filthy and 
fcurrillous Paganifme : is not this abhominable pro- 
phanation? is not that humble reuerence of the ora- 
cles of God, hereby blafphemed, and bafely fcomed ? is 
this fit to be fuffered where Chrlft is profeffed? muft 
the holy Prophets and Patriarkes be fet vpon a Stage, to 
be derided, hift, and laught at ? or is it fit that the infir- 
mities of holy men fhould be a6led on a Stage, where- 
by others may be inharted to rufli carelefly forward in- 
to vnbrideled libertie? doubtleffe the iudgement of 
God is not farre off from fuch abufers of diuine myfte- 
ries : as wee haue an example in Eufebius^ lib. 8, to this 
effeft, of a certaine Poet, who mixing the word of God 
in a Heathinifti Play, was fuddenly fmitten blinde for 
his prophaneneffe. 

Furthermore, there is no paffion wherwith the king, 
the foueraigne maieftie of the Realme was poffeft, but 
is amplified, and openly fported with, and made a May- The State 
game to all the beholders, abufing the ftate royall, moc- °'^''y^*"^** 
king the auntient Fathers and Pallors of the Church ; wronged, and 
and albeit the holy Ghoft vouchfafeth them many faire the vulgar foit 
tytles, and honourable Epethites, yet notwithftanding ^^"ded. 
they are fo impudent, as to traduce them on the Stage, 
and imploy them in bafe oflfices: for looke what part is 
more fcornfuU then other, is imputed vnto them. Muft 
not this breede contempt to them and their places, and 
impeach fo holy a funftion? no doubt yes. For when 
the faults and fcandalls of great men, as Magiftrates, Mi- 
nifters, and fuch as hold publike places, (hall be openly 
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a£led and obie6lcd to the fences, or faigned to bee re- 
pleniflied with vice and paflion, it muft needes breed 
difobedience, and flight regard of theyr authoritie, 
whereof enfueth breach of lawe, and contempt of fu- 
periours: there neede not bee a quickening, or calling 
backe againe of the fcapes of fuch men, to make them 
odious and contemptible, for euerie fault they com- 
mit, be it as fmal as a pibble, yet is it fo big as a mil-ftone, 
becaufe they (land in the gaze of the world, and foone 
fpyed if they offend neuer fo litle. 

This Vetus comcedia was inuented to good purpofe, 
the fubieft, matter of morall documents, the affembly, 
the Senators and chiefe Cittizens : and as Tully calleth 
them, Humana vitcB fpeculum, a glaffe of mans life: for 
when they reprefent the a£ls of vertuous men, time, 
AuntientCo- place, and perfons confidered, they are (deemed by 
medics, abfta- fome to be) fufferable, and that for this caufe, when as 
clcs of Vertue. ^^ comely decdes of good men are feelingly brought 
^ to remembrance, it cannot but moue other to imitate 

the like goodneffe: or on the other fide, when the 
fpots and errours of our life, fliall be a6led to our owne 
fliame, it is impoffible that we fhould be content to be 
fuch, and not loath our owne euill, as when a bracing 
Thrafo, a ftrutting Philopolimarchides, a double dea- 
ling Parafite, or fuch mad humours as raigne in com- 
mon diforder, difplayed according to decorum, no 
fpe6lator but is driuen to prye into himfelfe if hee 
haue the like faultes or no : for I thinke verily that 
no man will allowe fuch abhominable aflions in 
himfelfe, when they are fo vifibly painted out in o- 
ther. 

And albeit fome benefite might come if circum- 
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fiances were obferued, yet now is it farre otherwife, for 
thefe moderne Playes, wherewith the world is now fo 
peftred, are altogether made vpo lafciuious arguments, 
and ferue as the very Organs & Inftruments to vanitie: 
the honour due to God, and reuerence to man, is laid a- 
fide, Vertue difroabed, and Vice exalted ; and in (lead of 
morallitie, fi6lions, lies, and fcurrillous matter is foyfted 
in, and is cunningly conueied into the hearts of the affi- 
ftants, whereby they are transformed into that they fee 
a£led before them : for the rufticke and common fort, are 
as Apes, that will imitate in themfelues, that which they 
fee done by other. Or if they ftuffe their Scene with 
fome one good precept, or well-worded inftruftion, 
what power hath that to moue to Vertue} when it is im- 
mediately prophaned with their exhorbitant foolerie, as 
pure water in a foule and muddie cefteme. 

The indicorum of Poets, & greedineffe of Hiftori- 
ans, iumping in one (impathy, haue changed the inted- 
ment of the former ages. 

For as Menander in Greece^ which is thought to bee 
the firft inuenter of Comedies, Aefchilus, or The/pis^ the ffor, in arte 
deuifer of Tragedies, aymed at Vertue in blazing out theA^'^*^*- 
deeds of honeftie, with graue and fober termes, which 
indeed were rude & imperfeft, by reafon of the infancie 
of the time, vntil they were afterward adorned with the 
choice flowers of Sopltocles and Euripides, of whom it is Quintal. 
doubted whether is the better Poet. ^^» 'o. 

Thefe did labour by modeft delight, to drawe men 
by example to goodncfle : neither can T imagin, but that 
they obferued many particulars, as well in the choife 
of their Auditorie, as of good matter, without gree- 
die defire to multiply excefliue gaine, and no doubt 
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Wifedome 
doth euer 
miflniftit 
felfe. 



were played priuately in their Accademies, at fome 
fet times, at which were prefent the chiefe Burgomai- 
fters, Senators, and graue Fathers of the citie. 

But if we oppofe our quotidian Enterludes to them 
of former time, and confider the multitude of ours, 
with the paucitie and fewneffe of theirs, wee fhall fee a 
great diuerfitie as well in the method of writing, as in 
the time, place, and company : for now nothing is made 
fo vulgar and common, as beaftly and palpable folly: 
luft, vnder colour of loue, abftraft rules artificially com- 
pofed, to Carrie the minde into fmfuU thoughts, with 
vncleane locution, and vnchafle behauiour, as groping, 
colling, kifTing, amorous prattle, and fignes of Venerie, 
whereby the maidenly difpofition is polluted with lufl, 
and moued to impietie. 

Againe, if a man will leame to be proud, fantaflicke, 
humorous, to make loue, fweare, fwa^er, and in a 
word clofely doo any villanie, for a two-penny almes 
hee may be throughly taught and made a perfeft good 
fchoUer: fo that publicke Sermons are made of all kinde 
of naughtineffe, and the bridle of wicked libertie laid 
on euery mans necke: and herein fbandeth their glory, 
if by pleafing the vulgar opinion, they gaine a plau- 
dite, at which they flreake their plumes, & fpread theyr 
pride. 

When Plwjion had made an eloquent oration be- 
fore the people, and feeing them clap their hands for 
ioy, queftioned fuch as were next him, if he had vttered 
any foolifh and vnfeemly thing : teaching vs by this, 
that we ought alwayes to fufpeft the rude multitude, 
for that their weake iudgements can hardly difcerne 
betweene Vice and Vertue, and their affeftions fo dull, 

that 
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that they commonly embrace the euill in (lead of 
good. 

In like manner Hippomachus hearing one of his fchol- 
lers praifed for his fidling, bade him ceafe playing, for he 
was fure there was fome great errour in the fingering, 
that hee was fo applauded of the ignorant: what true 
glory then can they iuftly merit, that are praifed by the 
witleffe and braine-ficke multitude? And as thefe cop- 
per-lace gentlemen growe rich, purchafe lands by adul- 
terous Players, & not fewe of them vfurers and extortio- 
ners, which they exhauft out of the purfes of their haun- 
ters, fo are they puft vp in fuch pride and felfe-loue, 
as they enuie their equalle$, and fcorne theyr inferi- 
ours. 

Now the common haunters are for the moft part. The common 
the leaudeft perfons in the land, apt for pilferie, periu- fpedlators and 
rie, forgerie, or any rogorie, the very fcum, rafcallitie, l*lay-gaddcis. 
and baggage of the people, theeues, cut-purfes, fliifters, 
coufoners; briefly, an vncleane generation, and fpaune 
of vipers: muft not here be good rule, where is fuch a 
broode of hell-bred creatures ? for a Play is like a fincke 
in a Towne, wherevnto all the filth doth runne: or a 
byle in the body, that draweth all the ill humours vn- 
to it. 

For what more fitter occafion to fummon all the 
difcontented people together, then Playes ? to attempt 
fome execrable aftio, commotions, mutinies, rebeHios, 
as it hapned at Windhd in Norff. in the time of Ed, the 6. 
where at a Stage Play (according to a drunken cuftome 
there vfed) the horrible rebellio of Ket and his compli- 
ces, by a watch-word giuen, brake out, to the trouble of 
the whole kingdome: and doth it not daily fall out 
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In common experience, that there is cither fighting, 
whereof enfueth murther? robbing and thecuerii^ 
whereof comracth hanging ? or fpotting the foule with 
wickcdncflTe. that he bccommeth the very fonne of Be- 
liain and arc they not growne odious to good men, 
and ill reported of? are thefe indifferent to be vfed ? 
nay verily, if a man loue his owne fafetie, he ought to 
withdrawe himfelfc from fuch vaine fpeflacles. 
PUycsiathe But cfpccially thefe noAumall and night Playcs, 4it 
night, rcry vnfcafonablc and vndue times, more greater euils muft 
ncccflfarily proceed of them, becaufe they do not onely 
hide and coucr the thiefc, but alfo entice feruants out of 
their maiflers houfes, wherby opportunitie is offered to 
loofe fellowes, to effe6l many wicked (Iratagems. In a 
word (as they arc now vfcd) they corrupt good man- 
ners, and fct abroach the veflcll of all vncleaneneffe ; the 
eare is tickled with immodcft fpeeches, the minde im- 
printed with wanton geflurc, and the whole affections 
rauiflied with finful pleafure : in fo much as many leaue 
their honed callings, liue idlcly, and gadde to thofe pla- 
ces where the diucl difplayeth his banner, liuing fo long 
vpon the fpoiic of other men, till at laft they are eaten vp 
by Tybome. Nay many poore pincht, needie crea- 
tures, that liue of almcs, and that hauc fcarce neither 
cloath to their backc, nor foode for the bcUey, yet will 
make hard (hift but they will fee a Play, let wife & chil- 
dren begge, languifh in pcnurie, and all they can rappe 
and rend, is little inough to lay vpon fuch vanitie. Ne- 
ucrtheleffe feme will obie£l they are neceffarie, and fit 
to be allowed in pollicie : and why fo ? becaufe they 
are mcancs to occupie idle people, and keepe the wor- 
fer fort from worfcr cxcrcifcs : for if Playes were not 
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(fay they) fome would to dninkenneffe, fome a who- 
ring, others to dice, cardes, riotting, and fuch vile prac- 
tifes, which by Playes is all preuented. This proueth 
them as lawful! in London, as the common Stewes in 
Rome, or Venis : for is this a fencible reafon, that of ne- 
ceffitie one finne cannot be pulled downe, but an other 
as bad or worfe, muft be erefted in (lead of it ? it is no 
found argument, to difpence with one to efchew the o- 
ther, and fo by fhunning Carribdis^ fall vpon Scilla : but 
how (hall we fpend the time? as though there were no 
exercife to be vfed, but that that leadeth to mifchiefe. 
Time flyeth away apace, and therfore we are comman- 
ded to redeeme the time, feeing we haue but too much, 
when we wilfully loofe and abufe it Idleneffe is a finne 
great inough of it felfe, though it haue no nourifli- 
ment by fmfull games and fports: but doubtleffe if the 
caufe were remoued, the effeft would foone ceafe, and 
the time bee fpent in more honeft endeuours, and by 
litle and litle (the lawe obferued) the men would be wai- 
ned from fuch intollerable abufes. 

Other will belch out this blafphemie, that a man 
may edifie as much at fome Play, as at a Sermon : this I 
eafily graunt, if fo be when he goeth to Church, he lea- 
ueth his heart at home ; or at lead it is fo flintie, that no 
good thing will penetrate, the diuell fitting at the el- 
bowe, and eyther rockes him a fleepe, or amazeth the 
minde with wandring thoughts : fo that filling a place 
as a Cipher in augrime, heareth a buzzing found in his 
eares, but is neuer truly toucht in his heart Befide, the 
aflFe^lions are not alike : for at a Play the whole facultie 
of the minde is altogether bent on delight, the eye ear- 
neftly fixed vpon the obieft, euery fence bufied for 
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the time, the care narrowly waitcth to catch that that 
is vttcrcd, fending it to wit : wit to reafon : reafon to 
memorie, which locketh it vp in a closet, lead it flip out 
againe : the diuell in Uie meane time like a quiet fellow, 
doth not trouble the aflc£lions with (Irange delufions; 
and why fo ? bccaufe they are occupied in his worke. 
Furthermore, a man is not wearied be it neuer fo tedi- 
ous, becaufe they doo not oncly (as I fay) feed the eare 
with fwcete words, equally ballanced, the eye with va- 
riable delight, but alfo with great allacritie doth fwifUy 
runne oucr in two hourcs fpace, the dooings of many 
yeares, galloping from one countrey to an other, 
whereby the minde is drawne into expeflation of the 
fequell, and carried from one thing to an other with 
changeable motions, that although hee were vnac- 
quainted with the matter before, yet the cunning Art 
hee fecth in the conucyance, maketh him patiently at- 
tend the Cataflrophx : when as at a Leflure and ho- 
ly exercife, all the fences are mortified and poflTeft with 
drowfinefle : fo that by this then we may fee our cor- 
rupt nature, and the fore that runneth ouer the whole 
body; for the minde is nothing fo tentible at a good 
in(lru£lion, nor the eare fo audible, as at a vaine and 
fportiue foolcrie : 6 how dull is the afleflions to the 
one, and how prompt to the other I how the tongue 
will itterate and repeate the one with great loye^ 
and fmoulder vp the other in drowfie melancho- 
lye. 

Many well gouerned Common-wealths, did not 
oncly note them to bee infamous perfons that acted 
them, excluding them fr<3m offices, and giuing teftimo- 
nie in caufes crimminall, but alfo fupplanted and beate 
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downe Theaters and common Play-houfes, leaft any 
things fhould be imprinted in the peoples harts againft 
honeftie. 

Lkurgiis baniflied all Players, Pypers, Sophifters, 
&c. 

Ouid for his wanton Ars amandi^ was exiled by An-- 

gtijbis. 

luuvtally as an inftrument of obfcenitie and bawdery, 

was driuen out of his countrey, becaufe by their wan- 
ton Elegies, they made the mindes obfequies to loofe 
liuing. 

A good old father being demanded what he thought 
of Playes and idle Poetrie : anfwered, they were very 
good to infeft young wits with vanitie and needleffe 
fopperie. 

The groffeneffe of the Heathen was fuch, that they Foule idolla- 
dedicated Playes, games, mummeries, maskes, &c. to ^»« '^^ y* ^^^' 
their Idols, to pacifie their (fuppofed) difpleafure. And ^°' 
although there is none but abhorreth fuch foule Idol- 
iatrie, yet the diuell hath fuch a Heccatombe of facrifices 
out of obfcene and filthy Playes. To bee fhort, men 
ought to recreate themfelues comely and decently, 
and vfe exercifes of better report, and leffe hurt : for 
what faieth Saint Chrifostome to the faithfuU of his 
time ? In no cafe (faieth hee) frequent Theaters, 
leaft you bee branded with infamie. It is no fmall 
offence (faieth Ciprian) for a man to difguife him- 
felfe in the garments of a woman, vnlesse in cafes of 
great neceffitie, to faue the life, &c. 

And therefore it were to bee wiftied, that all 
loue-bookes. Sonnets, and vile pamphlets, were bur- 
ned, and no more fuffered to be printed, nor filthy 
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Playcs rchcarfcd, which arc the bcllowcs to blowc the 
coales of luft, foften the minde, and make it flexible to 
euill inclinations: vnlefle firft fecne and allowed, by 
fome of approucd and difcrcct iudgcment. 

To conclude, it were further to be wiflied, that thofc 
admired wittes of this age, Tragxdians^ and Comedi- 
ans, that garnifh Theaters with their inuentions, would 
fpend their wittes in more profitable (ludies, and leaue 
off to maintaine thofe Anticks, and Puppets, that fpeake 
out of their mouthcs: for it is pittie fuch noble giftes, 
(hould be fo bafely imployed, as to proftitute their in- 
genious labours to inrich fuch buckorome gentlemen. 
And much better it were indeed they had nor wit, nor 
learning at all, then to fpend it in fuch vanitie, to the dif- 
honour of God, and corrupting the Common-wealth : 
but he that dependcth on fuch weake (laies, (hall be fure 
of fhanie and beggerie in the ende : for it hath fildome 
bene fcene, that any of that profeflion haue profpered, 
or come to an affiired eftate. 

Haft thou wit, learning, and a vaine to write wic- 
kedncfle ? addc wifedome to thy wit, and couet to write 
goodneffc : fo (halt thou in ftcad of curfing, be bleflfed, 
and immortally praifcd of the good and honeft. The 
floud of wittie foolifhnes, hath a long time ouerflownc 
the bankes of modcftie, the world is full of idle bookes, 
and friuolous toycs, neuer in any age was the like : tume 
thy pen, write not with a goofe quill any longer, clenfe 
thy wit of groffe folly, and publifh things profitable and 
ncceflary, new, and good, to the building vp of Vertu€ 
and godlinefTe. 

Againe, is the minde and body wearied with vnrea- 
fonable care and labour? reft, cafe, and inoflfenfiue paf- 
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times, are then mod fitteft and in feafon : for we are not 
created to follow fports and pleafures, and fent into the 
world to play: but for graue and waightie ftudies, and 
to vfe honeft mirth, when the body is tyred and no lon- 
ger able to endure trauaile, vnlefle it be againe refreflied 
with fome aftiuitie, and not otherwife : fo that fuch as 
fpend the time in vaine trifles, gadding after Playes, and 
idlely runne vp and downe, breake that ftraight iniunc- 
tion made by God to Adam : In the fweat of thy browes 
fhalt thou eate thy bread. What whoredomes, drun- 
kenneffe, fwearing, and abhominable Sodomie is daily 
praflifed? doth it not inuite and call vpon Magiftrates 
to draw the fword of reformation ? do they not crie for 
vengeance to heauen? furely there was neuer more fil- 
thinefle committed then now, the word contemned, 
Preachers defpifed, and a direft oppofition againft all 
honeftie, that were it not for fome fewe that fland in the 
gap, fire and brimftone would fall from heauen & con- 
fume the wicked like Sodome and Gofnorralt. For doubt- 
lefle the fins of Sodome, are as rife here as euer they were 
there, pride, gluttony, cutthroat-enuy, felf-loue, vnmer- 
cifulnefTe to the poore, and fuch like, and thofe not pri- 
uate : but vniuerfall in all places, and amongft mod men. 

The next enemy to Vertue is IdlenefTe, a burthen of idleneffe the 
impediment, a vice fo deeply rooted in fome, that it ca-^o^ieofall 
fteth them headlong into infernall bondage: the toade^^ ' 
out of which iffueth nought but drunkenneffe, whore- 
domes, pride, ignorance, errour, blindneffe, beggerie, 
and a thoufand moe miferies. Time is like fo many ligh- 
ted lampes, that with care & diligence ought to be kept 
with oyle : which with dampilh idlenefle are foone put 
out, and by negligence let fall : for mans life of it felfe is 
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not fo fliort by nature, but it is more (hortned by finne, 
and the length of time haftned on by iniquitie. The 
foule is of too fine a mettall and fo pure a temper as to 
loue to do nothing, but will be imployed in labour ; yet 
becaufc fhe is imprifoned in the walles of flefh, follow- 
ed! her fluggifli inclination : the body by too much eafe 
is like a pampered ladc vnfcruiceable, and her dexteritie 
and faculties being made blunt and dull with floth, be- 
commeth wholy vnfit for honed labour: for if he remit 
and giue his minde to idlenefle, ill corrupting mo- 
tions crecpc into the foulc, which polluting the purer 
parts, do by little and little carry him to all impietie, vn- 
till the whole man become nothing but the fonne of 
Belial \ by it a wide gap is opened, for adultery to enter 
in at, and therefore Diogenes was wont to fay, by doing 
nothing we Icarne to do cuil : and lud (quoth he) is the 
trade and occupation of loytercrs : and as that grand- 
maidcr of wantonncflTc Ouid, in his booke De remedio «- 
mot\i\s faith ; Ofiafi tollaSyf^riere Cupidinis arms. And it be- 
ing aflccd how the Emperour ^giflus became an adul- 
terer, it is anfwered. 

Omd, In promptu caufa ejl defidiofus erat 

It is a plainc cafe he was idle. For if the bodie be not 
fet on worke, the minde gocth aftray, whereby this litle 
world is foonc oucrthrowne by the inuafion made a- 
gaind it by concupifcencc : as whc a man doth fad long 
Thccaufeof and abdaine from bodily foode, the emptinefle of the 
^^ftiJ^^^*^*^ domacke and paflagcs, drawcth into the bodie windie 
humours and infc6lious vapours, becaufc according to 
Philofophie, there is no vacuum, but a prefcnt fupply of 
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to the manners of youth. Tiilly reports that none durft 
walke the ftreetes of Rome without bearing about him 
fome figne of his profeflion, leaft hee (hould bee im- 
peacht of idlenefle : and in his oration, Pro Archita poe- 
ta, hee faith of himfelfe : What time other men fpent in 
fports, playes, bankets, dice, cardes, tennice, &c. that 
faith he, I beftowed in poring on my booke : which is 
vndoubtedly true, for furely had he bene idle and gi- 
ucn to paftime, as many ftudents are in thefe dayes, hee 
could neuer haue bene that notable and excellent fum- 
mus Orator, 

There is nothing fo precious as time, which being 
wilfully or willingly ouerflipt, is impoflible to be recal- The pi(5lure of 
led, for that (he is deafe and cannot heare, and therefore ^^"^^* 
(he is painted with lockes before, but bauld behind, be- 
caufe holde may be taken in the comming, but her back 
once part, is irrecouerable, and the lowder (he is called. Mora trahu 
the fafter (he flyeth. pencuium. 

It were a world to note the idlenelTe of many in 
thefe times, and what multitudes liue with doing no- 
thing; or at leaftwife in doing things vnprofitable and 
di(honeft : yea, what numbers there be both in Citie 
and Towne, that liue like Drones & idle Gra(hoppers, 
as a right wife and honourable Counfellor reported in 
the Starre-chamber, that in the citie as hee verily was 
perfwaded, there were at leaft a thoufand families that 
could giue no honeft reckening of their life. Some like 
^fops labber[er], fit beating their heeles againft a ftall, fome 
fri(ke from houfe to houfe, as bufie-bodies : others in 
curious obferuations and fault-finding with the gate, 
apparell, fpeech, and defefts of other, and fat themfelues 
with bufie apprehenfions. 
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This peeuifh nature is deriued from that olde Witch 
Ltmea bath Lameo^ who as the Poets frame, had broadc profpe6Uue 
many childre. ^yes to pull out and in at pieafure, and at her going a- 
broad, would put on and be very curious and circum- 
fpefl in peering and poring about to fee what was a- 
mifle in her neighbours houfe ; but at her return home^ 
would locke them vp in a cap-cafe, and fatte downe to 
fpinning as blindc as a beetle, and neuer fawe what was 
amifle in her owne houfe : fo in like manner, many 
both fonnes and daughters (he hath, that cram the fore- 
part of the wallet with fmall dcfefls, when the waight 
of their ownc bchindc, is readie to pull them backe- 
ward into all contempt : and many female finners fre- 
quent great aflcmblies for nothing elfe but to fpye out 
new fafhions, of which they make large coments at 
their retume, neuer reft night nor day, till they be trickt 
vp with like trumpcrie, and if they fpye a hole in theyr 
neighbours coate, a moate amilTe, a wrinckle awry, 
then there is to do and to do, and turning it ouer againe 
and againe, as men ted hay, with wot you what neigh- 
bour, fuch a man is too familiar with his maide, he is a 
bankcrout, an hypocrite, a bufie-body, ftie is a muddie 
queane, a filthy beaft, a lumpe of kitchinftuffe, and fuch 
like: is not here good ware which they offer to fell, to 
euery ones difgracc? and thus they pafTe away the time 
in vaine and idle obfcruations, and vtterly forget to 
looke into their owne bofome, and prune and correft 
their owne deformities, which no doubt they (hould 
finde labourfome inough to reforme. 

Euery day ofTereth a new occafion to doo good, 
and therefore no one houfe ought to flip away with- 
out fome profitable thing done : but as Cajar in his 
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Commentaries fetteth downe his diurnal affaires, eue- Oefar Com, 
ry dayes bufmeffe : fo a man mud exercife himfelfe dai- 
ly in fuch things as belong to his calling, and to liue fo 
that his company may be defired, and by his life to 
yeeld benefite to the place where he liueth, and not fo 
to Hue, as if he were borne onely for himfelfe ; but as Pla- ^^^*'' 
to saith, for our friends, parents, countrey, and fuch com- 
mon duties which are the finall endes of euery mans 
labour : but he that regardeth neither of thefe, his com- 
pany cloyeth the ftomacke, and therefore to be fpewed 
out as an vnprofitable wafter. Callings are diftingui- 
(hed into fundry profeffions, according to the neceffitie 
of the time, becaufe euery man may not onely haue 
wherein to imploy himfelfe and to benefite others by 
his trauell, but alfo to haue helpe by the facultie of 
his neighbour : yet all come into thefe two, either in 
minde or in body, the Magiftrate, Minifter, and fuch as 
holde publique and facred places, do labour in minde 
with good counfel, in gouemment and do6lrine, which 
is the more excellent calling : others are manuell or 
mechanically which is the more wearifome & toilfome : 
without thefe no common-wealth can (land ; for as it 
is a great pollicie in maintaining difcipline, fo is it not a 
Uttle cheriflied by other callings. The Husband-men 
which Tully calleth the beft citizens, in tillage, paftu- 
rage, and ftoring the Realme witli graine. It is not e- 
quall nor agreeable to nature, for a man to liue prow- 
ling and (hifting by the labours of other men, and prey 
vpon their earnings, but to labour himfelfe in fome cal- 
ling, that his company may be enioyed 

The Philofopher did meafure out their reft, and in- 
uent meanes to breake their fleepes, and fliaking off the 
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if aatare, were content onely to refrefli 
Ae poores might be more pliant to per- 

him of nothing he had done in all his 
■J riM 1 2s of two things ; one in going by water 
sig^ haue gone by land : the other in pafling 
:r idWy, and doing nothing, 
lated it fo much, that leaft it ibould abate 
cc his fouldiers, and raife tumults, kept 
■■■■inirf in appointing Judges to trie out fuch as 
f rVtnfelues mod valiant in the warres, to 
j3ae mrards due to their deferuings. Hfm- 
cslc idigaDsd 5r trie vcwkes of Homer, in fo much as he 
"vcvid JST X T3i3sr his head when hee flept, to read in 




i ^pefld the time in catching flyes, 

Difgmes in rowling his Tubbe vp 

iiDwae. Jlfj:r::ffriMS in carrying heapes of (lones 

TiiiK:* Tn? DiaiDe. And if we confider the workes, la- 

resumes of the Fathers, Philofophers, 
Ctatuc^ Hji^ooographefs, Poets, and Schoole-men, 
IK au^ ib^ :3i£v made precious vfe of time, and by ta- 
£ii^ ^i}«i ct cppc«tunitie» left a memorie thereof to po- 



\%'he!t n^iis had mifpent one day, and it was gone 
Men: ie w^fcs aware, cried out. Amice diem perdidi, O 
JKT jrtssbi I luLue loft a day. Appelles would not loofe a 
il^ ^rtriiCttC dutdowing a phifnomie. 

It is r^fttccabred of the Emperour Oilauian, that in- 
{n«c^ ^ ioone in martiall affaires, and his daughter 
dt tt*f^^**g cloith, as well to get their owne liuing, if ad- 
,»;jnli^ iiigtteJL as to keepe them from idleneffe. 
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Euerie one therefore ought to apply himfelfe to 
fome honeft bufineffe, and ftirre vp his body and mind 
to fome commendable fcience : for by labour and ex- 
ercifc, Vertue is purchafed, when by daftardly idlenefle 
the poores become foft and delicate, through which 
they fall into fports, playes, and immoderate pleafures : 
and being emptie of all good motions, the diuell foone 
takes vp his lodging, and keepes open houfe for all vi- 
ces : the very rotte and fpoile of youth, the fummons to 
beggerie, which like a beadle doth fcourge in the ende 
with the whip of repentance. ' 

Haniball after all his great viftories, by idlenefle was 
was wrapped in delights, and loft his honour. 

Alexander at Babilon ouerthrew his glorie and his 
further hopes by dalliance, and quenched that forti- 
tude and valour with which hee was fo really endu- 
ed. 

Sarditiapalus was exiled his kingdome through idle- 
nefle and carelefle gouernment. 

Time flyeth away with wings, and therefore a wife 
man will lay holde of her forelockes while it is to day, 
to inrich the minde with the experiments of thofe 
things that bring perfefl bleflednefle. For it may bee 
fuppofed that God would neuer haue put a foule into 
that body which hath hands and feete, inftruments of 
doing, but that it was intended the minde fhould fet 
them on worke, and imploy them in aftion ; and not 
to holde fo diuine an eflence in the dungeon of idle- 
nefle. 

We are borne to labour, as well as the birds to flye. 
Salomon fendeth vs to the Emet to learne wifedome, 
to conflder her induftrie, who like a good Econimift, 
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prouides in Sommer for Winter, whereof Efope affoor- 
deth a pleafant conceited fable : The Ant & the Grafle- 
hopper (faith he) walking together on a funnie banke, 
the one piping and carelefly (kipping, looked after no- 
thing ; the other circumfpeft in prying about what pro- 
uifion was fcattered in the way, carefully gathered it vp 
and carried it to her cabbin, whom the Graffehopper 
feeing, scorned this needleffe thrift with many bitter 
taunts : now it fell out, that in fhort time thefe two par- 
ted, the one to her faire fweetes which the feafon did 
yeeld, the other to her labour ; the one refpefted the 
time prefent, thinking the Spring would laft all the 
yeare ; the other time to come, prouiding againft the 
(harpe ftormes of froft and fnowe. Anon colde winter 
grew on, and tooke from the Grafhopper her wonted 
moifture, bereft him of his piping, and with his fhackle 
hammes weakely skips too and fro, and beeing pincht 
wth hunger, and drencht with fhewers, went for fuc- 
cour to the Ant, her olde acqaintance, and entreated 
fome reliefe, but the litle worme demaunded what fhe 
had done all tlie Sommer time, fhe could not prouide 
for Winter ? The Grafhopper anfwered with a hollow 
voyce, fhe fung to delight the paffenger : then now you 
may daunce quoth fhe, to eafe your hunger. With this 
the Grafhopper yeelding to the weathers extremities, 
foodeleffe, comfortlefTe, and fuccourleffe, died without 
remedie : alluding by the alligorie to fuch idle and lai- 
zic meacocks, who fpend the Sommer of youth in wan- 
tonneffe, that when the winter of olde age commeth, 
are forced to want and feele the flormes of penurie, and 
languifh by inferred pouertic. And therefore while 
time doth offer it felfe, and the body able to endure, it 
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is good to feekc for thofe things that may bring loy and 
comfort to olde age. Neuertheleffe youth doth fup- 
pofe that God keepeth a court of faculties for them to 
take vp a difpenfation, to runne madding after euery va- 
nitie, hauing as they thinke, fo much time as they know 
not how to fpend it : but as the Miller who hauing too 
much water, openeth his floud-gates and fluces to let it 
paffe : fo they think they haue time plu/qtiam fatis, more 
then needs, and therefore vfe meanes to fpend it by 
breaking vp the floud-gates of their vaine affe6li6s : and 
leaft they fhould be pent vp with too much time, let it 
vnprofitably runne out, and gather nothing by theyr 
owne labour, but fpoile houfe, land, and whatfoeuer 
is left, in banqueting, dicing, hunting, hawking, and car- 
ding, which like a bauin giueth goodly blaze for a 
while, but is foone out, and in the end glad to warme 
their nailes with their owne breath, and when froftie 
age commeth on, the ioynts feeble, the bloud dead, the 
body colde, and a quiuering paulfey ouer-fpread the 
limbes : oh how faine would he be thriftic, and how 
nearely doth his want pinch him ! he is forced with the 
laizie Grafliopper to bewaile his ftate, and repent the 
lofle of time. Oh what goods and pofleflions did my 
friends leaue me, which are prodigally wafted } how of- 
ten did they feeke to reclaime me with good counfell 
if I had bene gracious } and thofe vices that muftered 
about my young yeares, how foone might I haue fup- 
preft them } but then being young and foolifli, am now 
olde and beggerly : to whom fhall I communicate my 
gricfe, that will yeeld fuccour? all my laments are boot- 
lefle, relentleffe, and pittilefle : what a heauie reckening 
haue I to make, wafting fo many idle houres in eating, 
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drinking, ryoting in fports, games and paftimes, and all 
my flourifliing youth in idlcncfle, not fpending one 
hourc in his feruicc to whom all is due, & now I (hould 
find mod comfort in that I haue got fo ncarc my end, 
a hell of vnquict torments lye on my confcience rea- 
die to finke me downe to hell. Let youth therefore be 
warned, and laie holde on the winges of Time while 
it is to day, lead by flipping the tyde of opportunitie 
they fall into a forrowfull lamentation when it is too 
late. 

And therfore fuch old men as are forrie their youth 
is gone, it is a fure token they were neuer wife nor gra- 
tious, for hee is no wife man that repineth at the mod 
profitable things : for age takcth away the delight of the 
flefli, the roote of all euill : for there can be no greater 
plague to mans happincfle then the will of the bodie, 
which by the priuiledge of youth is fubie6t to fo many 
indirefl courfes, deftroying the iudgement, and putting 
out the eye of rcafon, no communitie with Vcrtue^ but 
a liuely brotherhood with vice and vanitie : yet fome 
take great glorie to crake of their youthfull a£ls and tell 
many dories of their prankes in former time ; I did this 
and this faith one, I thus and thus faith another, I holpc 
the Pried to fay Mafic faith a third, and by bragging of 
their dinking rottcnncs and reuiuing their own fliame: 
Suppofe they gainc creditc for fuch infamous pra6li- 
fes, and commend themfelues to poderitie, as men en- 
dued with notable exploits, but howfoeuer they boad, 
they glorie but in their owne fliame, and by fporting 
at thcyr wantonncflc, bewray thcyr owne guiltinefle : 
for if thou had committed any horrible offence in the 
time of ignorance, and not repented Uiy felfe of it in 
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time of knowledge, thou haft giuen confent to thy 
leaudnefle and fo ftandeft guiltie before God : and 
therfore the Prophet Dauid praieth God to forgiue the 
iinnes of his youth. 

Licurgus by his lawes forbad young men to play, or 
goe idlely vp and downe in the Marte or common pla- 
ces, or to be nurfed vp in delights and pleafures, but in 
husbandry and tillage, that in their firft yeares they 
might not tafte of idlenefle. 

And Zenocrates did vfe to diuide the day into parts, 
referuing one part for filence, that hee might meditate 
how to fpeake : not onely therefore the Realme is prof- 
peroufly held vp by bufineffe and labour, but a mans 
priuate wants fupplied, and his domefticke neede- 
ments maintained : whereas idleneffe ouerthroweth 
all : and therefore warres in a kingdome are more pro- 
fitable (faith one) then peace, for warres ftirreth the 
minde to Vertue, when peace breedeth idleneffe, And as 
the Poet faith: 

Nam qui defidiam luxumque fcquetur inertenty 
Dumfugit oppojitos incauta mente labor es, 

Turpis inopfque fimul miferabile tranfiget enum : 
At qui/quis duros caufiis^ virtutis amore, 

Viceritt illejtbi latulemque decufqtu parabit 

For he that giues his minde to floth 

to riotize and eafe, 
And honeft labours intermit, 

his idle limbs to pleafe. 

Both naked, poore, and miferable, 

old age on him will ceafe. 
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But if that he for Verities fake 

with labour hard exceed, 
Mortall fame he purchafeth 

for this his manful! deed. 

How lamentable is it therfore for youth to be igno- 
rant, and defeat theyr mind of the store-houfe of know- 
ledge, & fo iniurioufly wrong themfelues in the way to 
bliffe ? for ignorance is fearfuU, an inconftant paflio, bafe 
and contemptible, and is foone feduced, becaufe it 
knowes not how to vfe that well it poffeffeth, but is rafti 
and headie, taking falfehood for truth. Vice for Verttie, 
not being able to diftinguilh one from the other : and 
by this deceit is carried into errours, omitting all good 
examples and honeft aflions : for if the carriage of wife 
and graue men be not obferued, the minde is clogged 
with ignorance, not onely not able to direfl others in 
any matter of doubt, but is forced to aske counfell for 
himfelfe in euery trifle. But a foole (faith Salomon) is 
wifer in his owne conceit, then feuen wife men that can 
render a reafon : and drinking fo much the water of 
felfe-loue, doth get fuch a buzzing in his braines, that 
managing his bufineffe by his owne wit, draweth vpon 
himfelfe fpeedie repentance. 

Oh how foone Vice creepes vpon the affeftions of 
youth in the fpring of their yeares, if idlenefle flip in : 
for being intangled in the net of libertie, doth chauke 
out to himfelfe the way to trace in, afiefting that which 
the multitude feeme to allow, be it neuer fo contrarie 
to found iudgement : and therfore the beft inheritance 
that fathers can leaue to their children, is good brin- 
ging vp, as a fure ftocke to Hue on in olde age : for to 
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put wealth into the hands of youth, before hee haue 
wifedome to guide it, is as if hee fhould fet him on a 
young coults backe that was neuer fadled, needs muft 
he dangeroufly fall, hauing neither wit nor ftrengfth to 
rule him as he ought : or as if hee fhould put his patri- 
monie into a fhip, and make his fonne Pilot, who for 
want of skill, needs muft fuffer fliipwracke. And youth 
is no fooner capable of reaft, but by idleneffe the mind 
is carried into a multitude of vices, like a ftanding pond 
that gathereth nothing but fcum and filth. 

Thofe parents therefore that put their children to 
be feruing-men, haue fmall care of their education, for 
that they doo not onely mifpend the time, but learne 
fuch vices as cleaue faft to nature, not eafily to be fhaken 
off, that many times they are forced to vnlawfuU fhifts a Seming 
in youth, or begge their breadc in age. And Gentlemen ^^^ l^^c an 
incumber their houfes with many vnqualified feruants, !^^l!K® ^^ 
which deuour and eate much, but get little, and vnder ^ j^^^^g^f. 
pretence of feruice, do nothing leffe then ferue with- fice. 
out all contradiftion ; it is no charitie to fofter fuch an 
idle fuperfluitie of feruants, with that which might bet- 
ter be fpent on the blinde, lame, and poore people then 
on fuch which ferue for nothing but to beautifie a 
houfe, and pifture and fhewe forth their perfons. Ho- 
nor and worfhip refteth not in keeping many feruants, 
or riding with a great troup, but in his owne vertue. For 
though wife men for curtefie, and fooles for fimplicitie, 
do reuerence and falute them, yet are they no whit the 
more honourable, vnleffe they be iuft, temperate, affa- 
ble, modeft, and haue fuch vertuous properties, & mor- 
rall conditions, as that they may be vfed in the Com- 
mon-wealth, for tlie feruice of their Prince and Countrey. 
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Many idle perfons drop out of Gentlemens houfes, 
who with a frowne of their maiftcr, are turned out of all 
preferment, not able to get their owne liuely-hood, but 
conftrained through want to follow bad courfes, & be- 
ing out of feruice, fall into offence of lawe, and are ma- 
ny times eaten vp by Tybome, 

And yet fome hcires of good poflibilities, vnder co- 
lour of learning ciuilitie, humanitie, and fome com- 
mendable qualities, are by their parents made Seruing- 
men, and their young wits fo peftered with vice, that 
they fildome proue good members in the Common- 
wealth. 

To conclude, euery one ought to betake himfelfe 
to fome honeft and feemcly trade, and not fuffer his fen- 
ces to be mortified with idleneffc : for whom the di- 
uell findeth in that cafe, hee foone pofleflcth, imploy- 
ing him in fome damned worke, and wicked prafUfe, 
and for euer difabling him to be vfed in matters of good 
confequence. 

Sarge igitur duroque manus ad/ucfce labori^ 
Det tibi dimenfos crajlina vt hora cibos, 

Raife vp therefore thy lazie limbes, 

apply thy minde to paine, 
Both foode and cloath, and all thing elfe, 

with eafe thou (halt attaine. 

Rioting and drunkcnnefle doth both corrupt the bo- 
dy, and pollute the foule, and is fuch an extreame mad- 
neffe, as it transformeth a man into a bead, fauing in 
forme and portraiture, putting out the light of vnder- 
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(landing, dulling the wits, breeding difeafes, hatching 
whoredomes, vncleanneffe, quarels, ftrifes, &c. which 
as a chaine, draweth one linke after an other, vntill the 
linke of wofuU wretchednes, maketh his death timerous 
and fearfull by his leaud life : yet notwithftanding fo or- 
dinarily praftifed in moft places, as it is fcarce noted as a Comunis ^- 
fault. An euill cuftome not contradifted, is made cur-^^fi^*^- 
rant by long vfe. But as the fchoole-men fay, Bonum quo 
comunius es melius : by how much the more common 
goodneffe is, by fo much the more is it prized. So it 
holdeth in the oppofition, the longer a beaftly cuftome 
is in vfe, the more odious and loathfome it is. This ca- 
coethes, or ill cuftome, vfurpeth fuch a priuiledge, and 
incroacheth fo vpon the good maners of men, by com- 
ming in the habit of honeftie, that they are not aftia- 
med to hide their filthineffe with glorious titles, and 
neceffarie colours, as a fpurre to quicken the wit, and fet 
an edge on a blunt capacitie, a whetftone to memorie, The benefit of 
a breeder of loue, an enemie to melancholy, a chearing ^™°^^^®^®- 
the minde, prompt the conceit, a readineffe to pro- 
nounce, and many fuch : youth that are eafily catched 
with thefe baites, and tafting the fweetneffe of this fin, 
are by manhood and age fo dcepely rooted, that they 
rather feeke to nourifli an ill cuftome, then to fruftrate 
fo abhominable a praftife, filling the body full of dif- 
eafes, emptying the purfe of all thrift, and caufe 
them to ftumble on theyr graues before olde age 
come. 

Neither can thefe allegations imputed to this vice, 
excufe the dagerous effefb which proceed of her mon- 
ftrous deformitie. For as the Poets allude that Medufa 
could turne men into marble piflures, Circes into fwine, 
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fo the cxccflTiue vfc hereof altereth reafon, vnderftan- 
ding, and all the poores of the minde. and ^Tap vp 
many brutifh conditions in a humane (hape ; for he that 
is ouerladen with fcnfualitic, loofeth the vfe of all thofe 
graces and diuine faculties wherewithal! a modeft and 
fober man is poffcd. And as thofe properties may holde 
in part, that is, fo long as moderation beareth fway, fo 
once falling into the more, it can no longer (land : for 
as one may fharpen his knife with grinding, fo by too 
much and often doing it, the edge and mettall may be 
quite ground away and made blunt ; and therfore Ana- 
cftarfis, a great wine-bibber, who was choked with a 
huske of a grape, did notwithdanding preach this doc- 
trine : The firft draught faith he, chcrifheth the bloud, 
the next comfortcth the heart, but the third inflameth 
the braine, fumeth into the head, and breedes drunken- 
neffe. 

He faid moreoucr, that the vine bareth three maner 
of grapes, the firft of pleafure, the fccond of drunken- 
neffe, and the third of forrow. 

O how farre doth intemperance make a man differ 
from himfclfc, and forget the finall ende of his creati- 
on, in procuring enemies againft his ownc happineffe ! 
O what lamentable Tragedies is by this Vice a<5led a- 
mong wine-bibbing companions ! There bee euils 
inough we bring with vs into the world, and we haue 
worke inough to holdc warre with them, though we 
procure no more, which are alwaycs a temptation to 
our beft parts. 

Drunkenneffe is no inbred nor inherent finne, but 
procured by cuftomc and bad company : it corrupteth 
the foule, fuckcth out the iuice of the body, withereth 
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the beautie, drieth vp the finewes,and like a canker cor- 
rodeth and deuoureth vp all good motions, making 
that body which fliould be a holy temple, a habitacle 
and dwelling houfe for the diuell : for being ouerladen 
with wine & gluttonie, tlie bodie is fo much broke, that 
as a holy Father faith, it is a wonder that thofe bodies 
made of earth and clay, become not myre and dyrt : it 
ftirreth the mind to whoredome, for like twins they are 
neuer a funder : Sine cerere & baccJio friget venus, without 
wine and belly-cheare luft would be affwaged, incapa- 
ble of conceit : for you fhall neuer fee a drunkard fo wel- 
aduifed to aske counfell, or with patience marke good 
documents, but either fleere and laugh it out, or be fu- 
rious and quarrelfome : and therefore Father Cato was 
wont to fay, it was loft labour to talke of Vertiie to the 
belly, for that it hath no eares to heare, becaufe their 
loofe life maketh religion loathfome to their eares. This 
wine-waftiing licour giueth fuch fcope and libertie to 
the tongue, as it rowleth vp and downe reftleffe, an- 
noying the whole world with vnneceflarie prattle, run- 
ning into all degrees, cenfuring all men, and laying out 
that openly, which modeftie would conceale, powring 
it into the bofome of his pot-mate : for the tongue of a 
drunken man, is the clozet of his heart ; and that which 
a fober man thinketh, a drunkard fpeaketh. And as by a 
noife of crowes, one may gheffe where carrion is, fo a 
flocke of drunkards may be found by their words, be- 
ing fo inflamed with the fume and ftrength of the ly- 
cour, as it is impoffible to keep filcnce. Therefore as 
Cicero faith, there need no racking to procure confeflion 
of the truth, for it may with more eafe be gotten by 
drunkennefle. 

T And 
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And as Homer faith, wine diftracteth the wits of a 
wife man with voluntary madncffe, and his grauitie is 
vtterly quenched with indifcretion. A drunken man is 
fo proh'xious and talkatiue, as he molcfteth all his hea- 
rers : if he be in company with a fober man, he wcarieth 
him with talke : if he come to the ficke, he grieucth him 
more than his fickneffe : if in a (hip among paffengers, 
he annoycth them more then the waues of the fea : fo 
that whercfoeuer he commeth, he is troublous and irke- 
fome. 

It were one of Hermltis labours to defcribe their fe- 
ucrall humors, fome apt to quarcll, if but croft with a 
word, and not pledged as he would be, & rcadie to ftab 
and make worke for the Conftable : an other throwes 
the pot about the houfc, breakes the glafle windowes 
with his dagger, and calls his hoftife whore : fome full 
of Apifti tricks and toycs, fing, hollow, whoope, fweare, 
and fwaggcr, with fuch confufed diforder, that a fober 
man comming amongft them, would verily thinke hee 
were in hell, carowfing healths on their knees, at which 
great snufTe is taken, if not duly pledged ; and fo great 
indignitic offered, as many times the field is chalenged, 
where the diucls champions trie their valour, which to 
fome is vntimcly warning. Some like fwine, wallow 
in their own filth, and forced to difgorge and caft vp 
the fuperfluitie and excefle, which calleth for vcn- 
gence from heauen, for fo monftroufly abufing the 
good creatures of God. 

And though a drunkard rccoucr himfelfe againe, 
yet the effeft doth ftill remaine, leauing fuch a ^ym^ 
behindc, as defileth both body and foule : yet not a 
fewe are rocked a flecpe in tliis brutilh defire : but d 
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beaftly and finful defire, to circumfcrlbe a mans chiefeft 
good within the compafle of his belly, and deftroy all 
thofe good parts that inhabit about the foule, and fuf- 
fer the bafeft part of the body to ouercome the fiue 
wits. What a madneffe is this, cuftome getting viftorie 
by little and little, preuaileth fo much with fome, that 
they become remedileffe, and haue not only the mappe 
of drunkenneffe drawne on their vifage by. continuall 
vfe, but the whole man polluted with the eflential pro- 
perties thereof. Oh how odious is this vice to God and 
good men ? and how dooth it putrifie and contami- 
nate body and foule, and yet how plentifully doth it 
raigne in mod places without fuppreflion ? for now all 
good fellowfhip is in drinking, and hee is a flincher 
that will not take his licour, and be drunke for com- 
panie. 

This rifeth from fufferance and too much lenitie : 
for if drunkennefle be but a May-game, and hee ac- 
counted no good fellow vnleffe hee be a perfe6l drun- 
kard, no maruell if it be fo much praftifed. But the fur- Ale-houfes 
plufage of Ale-houfes, efpecially thofe that are kept by the caufe of 
vnconfcionable and irreligious perfons, who make no"^^^^™"*" 
fcruple to open their doores to euerie drunken mate, 
is no fmall meancs to multiply a fwarme of monfters in 
the Common-wealth. 

Is it not lamentable that a poore man who hath 
nothing to keepe his charge but his fore labour, fpen- 
deth all hee can rap and rend in drunkenneffe and ryo- 
ting, and his wife & children want that which he leaud- 
ly wafteth, and where is the caufe but in fuch bafe min- 
ded people, that for greedineffe of filthy lucre doo 
fuffer them to drinke out theyr eyes, and fweare 
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out their hearts fo they may gaine : but let them be af- 
fured that hell mouth gapes to fwallow vp fuch greedie 
accurfed monfters, vnleffe they tume with fpcedie re- 
pentance. 

It is now growne an exercife and a game of a6liui- 
tie, to fwill and quaffe much, and he that drinketh moft 
winneth the prize, whereof hee is as proud, as if he had 
carried an oxe with Milo at the Olympian games. 
And by your leaue, drunkenneffe is too groffe a terme, 
and deferueth the ftabbe. For although all thofe fine 
termes and prittie Epithites, which are giuen to that 
fmne, import as much, yet (forfoothe) it muft be coue- 
red with many fportiue denominations ; otherwife you 
(hall incurre no fmall difpleafure, and bring your felfe 
into a drunken danger. But let them blinde it fo long as 
they can with neuer fo many faire attributes, yet fobrie- 
tie and reafon will vnmaske and lay them open, to their 
vtter obliquie : and though they frame this naked ex- 
cufe, which they alledge as a poore fliift to faue theyr 
credit, that they are not drunke fo long as they knowe 
what they doo, can goe, ftand, hold their firft man, and 
keepe a iuft reckening of their pottes. But he that drin- 
keth more then will content the want of nature, and 
falleth into the excefle, though his braine be fo well fet- 
led as he is not by and by bereft of reafon, yet he defer- 
ueth no other epithite then a bowfie beaftly drun- 
kard. 

And when by coaction one fhall be vrged either 
being not a thirft, or his appetite not mouing, the one 
offendeth in offering, the other in taking: and hence it 
is fo great ftrife and quarelling arifeth, and fo many 
frayes and field-meetings growe. 

Drinking 
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Drinking one to an other (according as I conceiue) 
IS no other but a participation of loue, and a kinde com- The vfe of 
munication, as when a man faith, Syr, I drinke to you ^"nking one 
with all my heart this cup of wine ; being as much as if 
he (hould fay, all the ftrength and good this wine fhall 
minifter to my body, I am readie to fpend it in your fer- 
uice, which being gratefully requited by the other, is 
full of humanitie. 

Many noyfome detrafting euils lye hid in the bo- The often 
fome of a drunkard, which breaketh out vpon euery ^*^^*"g *' 
occafion, in fo much as he can neuer be at peace, but t^g Sondes ^ 
one torment fucceedeth an other ; which as eating vul- modeitie. 
cers or fores, byte and gnawe continually, neuer fuffe- Some are nc- 
ring body or mind to haue one houres refpite for intol- "^ ^* ^^ 

1 ui -n. whenthcyr 

lerable anguifh. nofe is in the 

The body I fay, is fubiefl to fo much peflilence and pot, and fo are 
rottenneffe, as cannot in fewe words be expreffed, the °*^* dmnke 
face blowte, puft vp, and ftuft with the ilockes of ftrong ^ **^ 
beere : the nofe fo fet out with pearles & diamonds, that 
by the reflefling beames which they caft fro fo glorious 
antiquitie, the bye-ftanders may fee to walk as by a ligh- 
ted taper : and the whole body fo impaired and (haken Thus doth 
with goutes, fciaticaes, panges, palfies, apo[p]lexies, &c God porfne 
that for the moft part lye vnder the Phifitions hand r!^!"''^^.^ 

^ •' indgements: 

who though they liue, yet fuch life is a liuing death, for fome the gal- 
Medice viuere ejl miferi viuere. And being thus furfetted lows knits ^p^ 
liue difconfolate, and haften their owne deftruftion by ^^ ^"^ ^ 
calling themfelues headlong into the bottome of end-^^^^** 
leffe wretchedneffe. For the exccllencie of reafon be- 
ing thruft forth of her cabbin by wine-wafliing exceffe, 
they incidently fall into woe and miferie. 

Lot being drunke, committed inceft with his daugh- 
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ters. Noah was mocked of his fonnes. Holofernes had his 
head cut off by a poore woman : for it is an eafie thing 
for the diuel to accomplifh his will, if the mind be bent 
to furfetting. For this is that poyfoned fountaine out of 
which floweth fo many maladies, greeuous & long dif- 
eafes, impoftumations, inflamations, obftruftions, ven- 
tofities, and what not, whereby the mildneffe of nature 
is difturbed. 

And therefore one of the Sages being asked why he 
refufed a cup of wine when it was offered him, becaufe 
(quoth hee) I take it to be poyfon : for this other day 
when I was inuited to a Feaft, I fawe that euerie one 
that drunke of it, foone after decayed, both in minde 
and bodie, haulng loft both reafon and vfe of theyr 
limbes : and as the Poet faith, Vino forma perit^ vino cor- 
rumpitur CBtas. 

But thefe ftraunge euents happen not fimply in re- 
fpeft of the wine it felfe, being in it[s] owne nature good, 
(for if it be moderately taken it comforteth the bodie, 
and cheriftieth the minde, ftrengtheneth the fmewes, 
and helpeth the eyes : and that was the caufe Saint Paul 
counfelled Tymothie to drinke a little Wine) but only 
and altogether in the intemperate and immeafurable v- 
fage. 

So is it likewife in meates, when one doth gurman- 
dize and feede vpon diuerfitie and difguifed diflies of 
manifolde operations. Many accidents arife and dif- 
eafes growe, and this by reafon of the contrarietie 
of different natures of thofe meates, and in the fu- 
perfluitie and aboundance as the prouerbe faith, much 
meate much maladie : whereas in fimple and vniforme 
kindes, delight neuer exceedes the appetite : and 

he 
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he that feedeth but of one difli, liueth longer, and is 
more healthfull then thofe accidental! dieters & quea- 
fie ftomackes that glutte therafelues with euerie kinde 
artificially compounded, fometime of eafie digeftion, 
then of harde digeftion, that many times before one 
can be concofted, the other putrifieth in the ftomacke, 
and this is verie familiar in common knowledge, that 
the ploughman that Hues by curdes, bread and cheefe, 
and fuch homely fare, workes harde all the day, and 
lyeth vneafie at night, is more founder, healthful- 
ler, and more free of malladies then thofe fine, nice, 
and curious dyeters. 

Now when the bodie is thus mifdieted by furfet- 
ting and drunkenneffe, it is not only fubieft to difea- 
fes, and afflifled with torments and ifxurable laments, 
whereby it becommeth vnweildie & vnfit for any vertu- 
ous exercife, but alfo draweth the horror and iudge- 
ments of God vppon both bodie and foule. How 
ought men therefore to Hue foberly and chaftely, and 
ftoppe the abufe of fuch abhominable Epicurifme : 
and as wife Cato faieth, Eate to Hue, and not Hue to 
eate, like the Epicure, that putteth all his felicitie in Bac- 
chus his belly-cheare. 

By this the quicke conceit of the fpirit is dulled and 
made impregnable, the glorious fun-ftiine of Vertue 
eclipfed, and all good motions quite extinguifhed, that 
a man cannot be faide to be a man, but the trunke or 
carkalTe of a man, wherein an infernall fpirit in ftead 
of a foule doth inhabite. 

Heereby hee becommeth rafh-headed and vnad- 

uifed, dooing that in hafte, whereof he repenteth at 

leifure 

As 
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To giue wine 
to youth is 
olium igni 
euUUre. 
f^inum eft 
quqfi renU" 
dium aduer' 
fus durilUni 
fem^utis 
larptus eft 



As Alexaftder, who in his drunken ncffe would (ley 
his deareft friends, and being fober, would be readie to 
kill himfelfe for anger : and all thofe noble vertues and 
princely qualities wherewith he was endured, were all 
defaced by the intoUerable delight he had in drinking. 
The famous Citie Perfepolis in a drunken humour was 
burnt to afties, which was no fooner deuifed by Thayis 
the harlot, but was executed with great celeritie : but re- 
couering his wits, repented his folly : for with this fpirit 
is a drunken man alwaies poffeft to attempt things rafh- 
ly, to defpife good counfel, to vndertake great exployts, 
but neuer with mature deliberatio, vnruly, difobedient, 
and violating the lawes both of God and man : and laft- 
ly, with the foolifti Troians {sero fapiunt phriges) be wife 
when it is too late. If this Hidra infufe her venome into 
the tendernefle of youth, and [be] not crufhed downe when 
it begins to peepe, by killing the ferpent in the egge, but 
fuffered to grow ripe, 6 how it diftilleth into the foul, 
and puUes downe the whole frame of Veriue^ whereby 
he is caft downe headlong from a high promentarie, in- 
to a deep vgly dungeon ; it weakeneth the nature, and 
maketh them fooles and meacockes, and fit for any im- 
ployment 

And therefore the Spartans and Lacedemonians 
at their great feftiuals, would fhewe vnto their children 
drunke men, that by feeing their beaftlines they might 
fliun the like praftife. 

It was a great (hame among the Athenians, for a 
young man to haunt tauemes or common tap-houfes 
in fo much as on a time when a youth beeing in a ta- 
uerne and feeing Diogenes come towards him, fhifted 
into an other roome for feare he (hould fee him. Nay 

quoth 
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quoth he, ftay young man, the more you goe in that 
way, the further you goe into the Tauerne. If Diogenes 
or Poleman lived in thefe daies, they fhould haue worke 
inough to fweepe youths out of Tauernes and Ale-hou- 
fes, being now traded vp in it, as in an occupation. 

If we fee a man often frequent the Phifitions houfe, 
we by and by fufpeft his health, and fuppofe he is not 
well, his body out of temper, and fome infirmitie bree- 
ding : fo when we behold one often to repaire to fuch 
places of ill note, we may cenfure him, and fafely con- 
clude his wits are diftrafted and daungeroufly infec- 
ted with Opprobrium medicorum, 

Neuertheleffe, leaud company is the ouerthrow of 
many good wits, which otherwife be ingenious, and of 
a liuely promptitude to Vertue^ getting fuch vices in an 
houre, as tarrieth with the many dayes : for bad compa- 
ny is as a flench about a man that annoyeth the fence. 
And as cleare chriflall water is corrupted if it fall into a 
a stinking puddle, fo a vertuous minde is flained with 
the leaud vices of loofe liuers : and therfore no man can 
be freed of the eflTeft, till he fhun the caufe : for conuer- 
fing with naughtie people, the good difpofition is foo- 
ner infefted with their euill maners, then the bad refor- 
med with with their good conditions. For as by a contagi- 
ous ayre the foundefl bodies are fooneft infefled, fo the 
tender and greene capacitie is foone violently carried 
away into all voluptuoufnefTe. For as it is impofTible to 
holde the hand in the fire, and not be burnt, fo can hee 
not holde fellowfhip with bad companie, but hee mufl 
needs be the worfe. 

Euery creature keepeth a due courfe and order : 
the Sunne like a ramping Lyon, runneth about the 

V world 
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Suntfeptem 

fiJla, in ku- 

mero tauro. 



Quid Me- 
tarn. 



world With a fwift reuolution : the Moone knoweth 
her fitting downe and rifing vp : the Pleiades keepe their 
ftations : the Starres goe their circuit : the earth, the fea, 
and euerie creature keepe theyr time, onely man is 
out of frame and temper too, and euerie part difioyn- 
ted, the naturall impediment is the verie bane and 
putrifaftion of the foule. Oh how hard is it then to 
pull out thofe weedes within, which like rebels hold 
a continuall warre againft all good motions : a grea- 
ter viflorie is it therefore to ouercome a mans owne 
felfe, then to conquere a citie : for he that vanquifheth 
an enemie, maftereth but flefh and bloud, but hee that 
can humble his pride and rule his paflions, ouercom- 
meth the diuell : the one is but the fonne of man, the 
other the fonne of God. 

Dauid could cut off the head of Goliahy yet was not 
able to tame his owne affeftions. 

Samp/on could flaie the Philiftines with a iaw-bone, 
and yet was made a flaue to Dalilath. 

In like manner the Poets afcribe to Heracles many 
incredulous labors, as in killing the fnake of LtarnUy mai- 
ftering the wilde bull of Aramanthus, clenfing Domedes 
ftables, killing the Centaures, and fuch toilfome works, 
that his taske-miftreffe luno was faine to crie out, Defef- 
fa /urn iubefido, and yet for all this was conquered by 
luft, and made fpinne on a rocke by OmphilOy with 
womens garments. 

So by this we may fee, that it is more diffi- 
cill to quench the raging luft of concupifcence, and 
chafe away the corruption of nature, then to do thefe 
wonderfull labours. Which thing Cicero in his Ora- 
tion Pro Marcello dooth well remember, fpeaking to 

the 
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the Emperour : O C(Bfar (faith hee) thou haft fubdued 
kingdomeSy fubiefted nations, tamed the Barbarians, 
and brought them vnder the Romaine yoake, and by 
thy matchlefle and heroicall fpirit, haft made the Ca- 
pitoll ring of thy glorious triumphes : yet notwithftan- 
ding, to beate downe ambition, to bridle furie, to tem- 
per iuftice with mercie, to be humble in maieftie, and 
conquer the vnruly paflion of the minde, hee that can 
do this, Non ego eiitn aim fumniis viris comparo, fed Jimilli' 
mum deo iudico, I do not onely compare him with the 
beft men, but I thinke him rather a God. 

By this it is manifeft, that this Annarchie, this rebel- 
lion that is in nature, cannot fo eafily bee bridled and 
kept from ruftiing into diforder, but by execution of 
lawes : and to this ende is the Magiftrate fet vp, and the 
fword of Iuftice held out, to tame the vnrulineffe of na- 
ture. 

Now therefore the whole felicitie of man ftan- 
deth in temperance, and in quelling thofe boyling 
lufts that fet themfelues againft the nobleneffe of Ver- 
tue. 

Epi£letus giueth two rules, to beare, and forbeare ; by 
the firft, patiently to beare aduerfitie, and the bitterneffe 
of Fortune : by the fecond to flye concupifcence, and 
abftaine from the will of the flefti ; and thefc are the two 
pathes leading to Vertue, To conclude, there is no true 
ioy without Vertue, this is perfefl honour & true nobili- 
tie : (he offereth her felf freely to euery man, (he denieth 
none, but is open and ready to all that will feeke her, and 
doth neither require houfe, land, or worldly wealth, 
but is content with a poore naked man : and there- 
fore feeing tliat all is vaine without her, it is a (hame 

V2 to 
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to defire glory by riches or birth, and not rather deferue 
it by his owne vertue. For he that is therewith poffeft, is 
famous in earth, glorious in the graue, and immortall in 
heauen, according to the Poet: 

Omnia rofciduloe qucecunq ; fub orbe DiafUB 
Vivuntt funt fatis interitura fuis 
Virtus fola, mori diuorum mutter e nefcit, 
Cumq ; fuis mufce vatibus vfque manefit 

All things that vnder Dians fphere doth Hue, 

or draweth breath, 
To fatall chaunge are fubieft fure, 

and vnto a greifly death : 
But Vertue onely with the gods remaines 

immortall aye. 
Where her religious followers 

do liue in happie ftaye. 

By Vertue the famous Camilla Fabij^ & Scipiones, are 
mounted vp aboue all earthly weakneffe, & a memorie 
of their noble vertues cdmeded to pofteritie, For there 
is nothing in this world of fo great price, and which 
caufeth more to augment, then the trade of good man- 
ners. For by this meanes, not onely fathers of families 
haue taken a domefticke forme of regiment in theyr 
houfes, by good order keeping, but alfo Kingdomes, 
Common-wealthes, and publique affaires, doo hereby 
flourifh, and are happily maintained. And for this caufe 
I haue willingly aduentured to moue and ftirre the 
mind therevnto, and that with a zealous affeflion. And 
although I haue taken vpon mee a thing very vnfit for 

my 
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my rude and fmall vnderftanding, yet I doubt not but 
the honeft and vertuous will gratifie and approue this 
my fimple endeuour : efpecially becaufe they more 
efteeme the precioufneffe of Vertue^ then the pompious 
glorie of Vice : wherein they obferue the counfell of the 
wife Heathen, who wifheth that no man fliould defpife 
the fimple labor of an other man, efpecially if he fpeake 
good words, and giue no offence to the weake. And 
this was Platoes diuine inftitution amongft many other 
foueraigne decrees, that it is needful! in euery Com- 
mon-wealth to prefcribe and giue order that it be not 
permitted to any man to publifh any thing hee hath 
compofed, except it be firft perufed and allowed by in- 
different Judges therevnto affigned. If this iniunflion 
were duly obferued, fo many leaud bookes, vaine pam- 
phlets, and fcurrillous ditties would not fo eafily paffe, 
neither would idle wits bend themfelues to write. For 
now through the abundance of naughtie bookes wee 
are greatly endamaged, for by learning the found doc- 
trine of good men, the bafeft and blinded manner of 
writers is moft-what' approued. From this fpring or 
fountaine is rifen this mortall and monftrous infeftion 
before noted. 

Neither is this all, for there is a naturall rebellion, 
which like a fore runneth ouer the whole body : fo that 
if the ground of the heart be not fallowed and plough- 
ed vp, and good feede fowne therein, the happineffe 
and felicitie of man is choked with weedes and poyfo- 
ned with Hemplocke : iniquitie hath gotten the vpper 
hand fo farre, that if we looke into the monftroufneffe 
of fmne in this age, we may fee euery abhomination 
fport it felfe, as though there were no God Drunken- 

V 3 neffe 
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neffe is good-fellowfhip. Whoredome and adulterie 
youthfull prankes. Swearing, the fire of manhood : Hy- 
pocrifie, deceit and coufonage, a common praftife. In 
a word, there be too many whores, too many knaues, 
too many brothel-houfes, too h'ttle labour, too much 
hate, too little deuotion, and too much hard-hearted 
Chriftianitie. But I fpeake not this to derogate ought 
from the diligence of any. Neuertheleffe, it were to be 
wiflied, that more care were had to execute lufticc on 
fuch grieuous malefaftors. If I haue done well to note 
what is amiffe, thou (halt doo much better to mend the 
abufe. 

Or if it be ill and of little worthy 
Iftliou canjl do better ^ Iprayfet it forth. 

Finally, the confideration of thefe abufes before na- 
med, ought to ftirre vp both fuperiour magiftrates, and 
inferiour officers, to aduance Vertue, and reforme Vice : 
becaufe as the one begetteth mod heauenly things in 
this earthly world : fo is the other the ouerthrowe of all 
happinefTe, both here and in the life to come. The Mi- 
nifler of the word therefore is not exempt from this la- 
bour, for as he is the Phifition of the foule, fo is hee to 
watch ouer the ficke patient : not fo much to attendere 
famos & corporis as to negligere falutem ecclefie^ to be olde in 
yeares, and young in knowledge : to couet to be rich in 
purfe, and poore in charitie : to purchafe pleafures, build 
great houfes, and fhewe no fruites by the fequell and 
eucnt that they worthily enioy their dignities : as many 
do in this age that (land in a fpiritual place, are notwith- 
flanding meere temporall men, and fo rooted in the 

flefh, 
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flefli, as they yeeld no fruites at all of the fpirit : but they 
ought for care, confcience, and in a godly zeale, hol- 
ding facred places, to labour earneftly and officioufly, 
to fuppreffe thofe horrible euils that are fo vfuall and 
commonly praftifed ; that by this, finne and wicked- 
neffe may be aboliflied, the true feruice of God 
maintained, to his owne glory, the good of 
his Church, and the happy and peace- 
able gouernment of this hono- 
rable Citie. 

FINIS. 



The faults efcaped in the printing, I pray thee friendly Reader corre<Sl 
with thy pen : for by reafon of fome earned buftneiTe^ I haue not fo nar- 
rowly looked to them as I would haue done. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Page 3, EpifUe-dedicatory to *Uhe right Honourable Robert Lee^ Lord Motor of 
the honourable Citie of London " — long since passed into undis- 
turbed oblivion, albeit I have chanced upon his name in other 
dedications. He was Lord Mayor when James I. came to the 
throne, and was knighted by him at the Charter House ilth 
May, 1603. In Some Account of the Citizens of London and 
their Rulers, by B. B. Orridge (London, 1867), to his name in 
the list of Lord Mayors he appends the following note : 

"From Bridgnorth, Alderman of Dowgate. Being Lord 
Mayor when James I. was invited to come and take the crown 
of England, he subscribed in the first place before all the great 
officers of state and all the nobility, being said to be upon the 
death of the King [sovereign] the prime person of England.** 
In Stow*s list of Lord Mayors he is called " son of Humphrey 
Lee of Bridgnorth, in Shropshire.'* Death-date unknown. 
, , 4, * * Alexander refufed not a cup ofcolde water, ** &c. John Davies of Here- 
ford, in his Paper's Complaint, makes game of this thread- 
bare anecdote as introduced into Epistles-dedicatory: 

" The poore man*s prefent to the Emperor ; 
O that in *Pi(Ues keepes a (Unking Ihirre,** &c 

(Scourge of FoUy, &c., p. 78, coL 2, IL 407-8.) 

M 5> 1» 3f **fame-etemixed^^ — misprinted without a hyphen; L li, **»mwi^** 
= medium. 

8, L 19, * ^ plotting^* =^ planning — as a garden-plot, &c; 1. 22, **cautelous** 
= cautious ; L 25, **had I wift *' — a frequent phrase.in Nicholas 
Breton. 

ip, 1. 2, *Vj/2r£?r<//Vi^**= discordant; 1. 6, "^/3/«wwj''= immediately. 

12, 1. 2, "Mui^*'= bravadoes; 1. 12, "to**leftby mistake before 'tome.' 

14, 1. 21, *Vzwj/^^««-;Wfrf**= swaggering ruffians; L 27, ** arrogant ** ^ 
arrogate. 
„ 15, 1. 21, "will Carrie coales" — a proverbial phrase for the mean spirited 
ready to do the basest tasks. 

I7f I* 7* **furround"= mclose, with assault implied; L ii, "Caucasus 
too colde** = '* the frosty Caucasus " {Richard //., act i, sc. 3); 
1. 17, ''^(ira/«;r** = dainties; ib,, *' needments"^ necessaxies; 
1. 19, "/bi/"= stopped; L 22, "wi/fw/*'= treat. Sop. 103, 
L 9 — every occurrence of 'in' thus, will be noted by the 
Shakespearean student ; 1. 5 (from bottom), " Temporance** — 
sic, but probably inadvertently so spelled ; 1. 2 (from bottom), 
**conglutinate** — a noticeable verb thus early. 
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Page 18, I. 9, ^^tnort Utter ^ — the doable comparatiye is frequent in Vertu^s 

Commonwealth ; 1. 15, "ir," a misprint for 'in.' 
„ 1% 1. lo,\^* Jhtufers**= showers— so elsewhere; 1. 19, **difficU^= difficult; 

1. 25, •M<&)»j«/"= loadstone. 
fs *ii 1. S» *^ there''* is a misprint for 'these'; 1. 17, *^dara^HoH**= avoidance, 

non-following ? 
„ 23, 1. 5, ^* trace'* = tread, follow in the footsteps. 

f» *5> 1« 4» "w0'<K^*'= unbreakable? 1. 18, "^rr]^i;r"= avaricious, grasping, 
f* 27, 1. 9, *^clawde'*= favour sought humiliatingly. 
„ 28, 1. 10 (from bottom), ^^ped^rant** — a new word to me, not met with 

elsewhere. 
„ 29, I. 16, ">jk^^»<&A<wf "= splendid ; 1. 21, '*/>Y9M-;i^-/&f"= haunters 

of the table as flies the trencher ; ib,^ " clambaches "= flatterers ; 

1. 24, **/eruingmen**—QL p. 137 onward; 1. 28, **tetUi^"^ 

cf. p. 120^ 1. 22. 
•> 3Pi 1. I3t '*copwe6s**—sie, and so p. 48, 1. 24 ; L 25, ^'ftucwittes"^ five 

senses. 
f* 3I} 1* I5> pi^e : after 'faultes.' 
n 33. 1. I If **/v»ie^^''= beauty. 
»i 34. !• " (from bottom), '' rehUtited** ^ re-habilitated? 
i» 35. !• 20^ **extiH^" — noticeable verb = make extinct, root out 
1 1 3^1 !• 6, *^vqft "— x/V, but qu,— * waste '? 1. 6 (from bottom), ^^fafMmony'' 

= holiness. 
„ 37, 1. II, "4^r<irrA/"= discarded; 1. 10 (from bottom), *^ importable** = 

intolerable, insupportable ; 1. 4 (from bottom), ^* As Peter 

wUUth** &c. See i Peter v, 7. 
„ 39, U. 20-1, ^^ Omnia mea nucum porto** — a legend found under old 

Emblems as of the tortoise. Robert Chester, in his Lov^s 

Martyr (1601), introduces it as simply * Mea mecum porta' 

II 43, 1. 5f *M/rK/«w^''= alchemize; 1. 12, " zww^i*/ " = wait ; 1. 16, 

* ' terreftiall " = terrestrial. 
,, 44, 1. 22, ^^your onely goods** — this use of 'only' the Shakespearean 

student will also note ; 1. 7 (from bottom), **vntraded**= 

untrodden. 
„ 46, 1. 18, **mine**= mind, and ^o frequenter contemporaneously and later 

— cf. ray edition of Dean Donne ; 1. 3 (from bottom), ^'impedi' 

fftent'*= obstruction. 
„ 49, 1. 21, *'Martialifi"= soldier, follower of Mars; L 28, ''prejidents** 

= precedents. 
}} 5O1 U. 3-4, "netier illuminated with diuine moyflure** — the reference (I 

suppose) is to the ' spittle ' of our Lord, used to ' anoint ' the 

eyes of the blind, cf. St, John ix, 6 ; 1. 5 (from bottom), for 

"/>4^" read 'to sobrietie.' 
,, 52, 1. 19, ^^fuppofeto hc**—ii€, but qu. 'Supposed*? 
,, 54, 1. 8, ** dcauratc''^ -^ gild or decorate with gold. 
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the Etnpcrour : Civfar (faith hec) thou haft fubckied 
Wvtv^domes. fubicfted nations, tamed the Barbarians, 
and btoM^Vit them vnder the Romaine yoake. anJ by 
t\\y mait^VciTe and heroicall fpirit, haft made the Ca- 
pitoW nn^ 0? iViV glorious triumphes : yet notwithftan- 
ding, to bcate do-ii\e ambition, to bridle furie. to tem- 
per iiiillce ra tntrcie, to be humble in maieftic. aiul 
conquer *r»t van-y piiuDn of the minde. hee tliat can 
do this. .V:« i;.' mr, cjin fumffiis zin's tv;///jri\ /!</ /J;/::V.V- 
;««;.'i i:V.' :uii::. 1 ::■ r.:: or.ely compare him with the 
bcic mtn, b:l 1 iririt i::^ rather a God. 




* 1 A «A « < 



eta JZ.G^.ju 'C'^ - - ; ., .-_..-. :. . .. 



4.1.-. •--•• - ^••.•.-» .. ,. • — .- — .^ 



**■ *'• m^ "- • 






» 



'- • » 



• •"•» .i'" . • • • - - 

--.--. ■ ■ — - 



fc 1 •. 






*t 

9$ 
t$ 
t> 
*t 
»l 
l> 



1 60 JVoies and 1 litis tratiof is, 

Pog«79» 1»6, "y5M#mwj"=savory; L ii, "r<>/fi«f;r/^"— convened, sammoned; 

L 18, "z/^i^** =s vanish — a distinction between 'fade' and 

'vade' is noticeable in Elizabethan and Jacobean litsratnre; 

n. 6-5 (from bottom), know not ** Tom Drums^* nor this canine 

Latin, &c 
„ 80^ 1. 7 (from bottom), ** humpi/h*^ = lumpish? 
»» 81, 1. 3 (from bottom), ** toucht"^ tested, tried 
„ 82, L 14, "/<>^A5p^^"=lubber-logic; i^., *UfUnnficate''=^'mtT\calt. So 

Shakespeare, ** intrinsicate of life at once.'* {AniMany and 

Cleopatra^ act v, sc. 2. ) 
„ 83, L 13, **^r>[///<f"= avaricious, as before. 
„ 85, 1. 14, '*plunJUd''= pluralities. 

86, 1. 19, '^ plough-forfs'*^— plough-shares ; but what is the meaning? 

89, L 12, **ScoUA**= amerce or fine or spare or refrain. 

90, I. 15, **«ww«fAi/W"= momentary. 
93, L 6, "fn(/an?//"=unapparrell, disrobe? 

95, L 12, **«»/«<-A"= wince; 1, 24, **tn^(m/!dm/"= not confident 

96, 1. 10, **p<nc»/ing"= polling, as before. 
97> 1* 4« ** AJ>-yfrot90fmrs" — an intended sarcastic hit at the Astrologers 

rather than ' Astronomers,' as we understand the word. Even 
Sir Thomas Browne gravely discusses just such questions. 
1. 9 (from bottom), "Eamomua/l" = the economy of the 
government, &c ; I. 7 (from bottom), ** Archangds** — a 
common error still. There is only one ' ArchangeL' 
98, I 8, "iy>y//iii#/**=- uproot. 

99i ^« 3» ''yKiw^j"" frames, as before; L 16, |"wift/^mi^/p"= vitupera- 
tive j 1, 17, ** plough** — a misprint evidently; L 27, "dttm- 
IhiJUV* ^ swollen — so ' bombast ' = boastfiil speech ; «^.» 
^*Jlocks "= stuffing (as of beds or mattresses). 

II 100, 1. 5 (fn>m l>ottom), **/rwf/Jr"= press. 

II lOJi 1. Jii *• AicJ^rrnj /mJIs** — a book still known and not without man- 
nrm'pninting stories. 

II i*Mi ^ ^1 **A.'iW<^/y<» mmh pt^prr** — a few years onward John Davies of 
llercfiml publisheil Yiis Papet^s Complaint — a stinging satire 
on the literature of the day. 

,1 1(14, I. 10 (from bottom), **«vwjfnw/^/f"= agreeable. 

11 li^Si 1* 8 (from bottom), ** cankers to eate off the tender huddet^ — so 
Shnkea|)eare : 

'* loathsome canker lives in sweetest buds" 

(Sonnet 35, 1. 4.) 
Ami 

•* canker vice the sweetest buds doth love " 

{ih., 70, 1. 7.) 

,, lofi, I, I J, '* ZmIohs affetlhns of the Ephefians** — see Acts xix, 19. 

II 107, 1. Ill "«/(i»rAr//«*ri//"=dorbellish, very clumsy or awkward. 

,, 11)8, I. 13, "AvVmje"— playing (as on a *hom'). 
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JVoUs and Illustrations. 1 6 1 

Page III, 1. 9, ^* inhabitable^^ = non-habitable^ un-inhabitable. 
113, 1. 12, "iw^zr/rt/"= in-hearted, heartened. 

115, 1. 12 (from bottom), "^/c72t;f^"= blazoning. 

116, 1. 12, " /tv«/«7« "= elocution ? 1. 13, "fc^/ZiVf^''^ embracing. 

119, 1. 6 (from bottom), **tf«^fW*= arithmetic. 

120, 1. 18, "Cfl/fl/?r(;/^"— note the spelling; L 22, **/Wf/^/^"= atten- 
tive or ready to attend ; 1. 23, ** audible^* = ready to listen ? 

122, L 12, ** Imckorome gentlemen" — so the 'buckram n^es' of 
I Henry IV. 
„ 124, 1. 7, ** pampered lade'*^ — cf. 2 Henry /F., ac. ii, sc 4, ridiculing 
Marlowe. 

125, 1. 8, **don Sathan" — a noticeable title. 

126, L 9, "/a/«/7y/>"== satiety; ib,, '•/i(/{^"= lubberly, lazy; 1. 20, 
"/«r-^«i>w:r"= sluggish, &c. 

130, 1. 2, **/«w/w "= powers, as before, and so p. 131, L 5 ; 1* 6 (from 
bottom), ",^Ai47n;/;f^a/^^>i<^/fi^"= taking a portrait? 

132, 1. 16, **^/^<jr>6^"= bow-legged — Scotice, thin-hammed; I. 28, "»»ai- 
c0cks"= effeminate fellows — so p. 148, L 22 ; 1. 31, ** in/erred** 
— consequent ? 

133, 1. 15, **Ai«/«"= torch, flambeau. 
135, last line, **<:«?/?"= seize. 

138, 1. 6, ** 73K^r«/"= gallows; L 23, "/a/>i/ "= painstaking. 
140, 1. 8, "more" — sic, but qu. *mire*? 

142, 1. 4, **prolirious"= "prolix — so ' splendidious * and 'magnanimious,* 
as before ; 1. 21, **grealsnujfe"= offence — but an odd phrase. 

143, 1. 14, **^/wA/T"=shrinker. 

144, 1. 2 (from bottom), **J!eld-meefings"= duehl 

145, 1. 18, **bl(nule" =^hlosit; 1. 3 (from bottom), *'ineidently" ^^ 
incidentally. 

146, 1. 7, '*vento/Uies"— swellings (as from colic)? 

147, 1. 10, •* vneafie"— not on beds of down, &c., but roughly and hardly; 
1. 25, "fV«/r(^mi^/f**= assailable. 

149, 1. 10, "f<7f/«r<f"= judge. 

150, 1. 21, " /»rr«/i#/(Wj "= incredible ; L 26, ** riwotf *'= spinning-wheel 
or distaff. 

,, 152, L 14, misprinted ' ayre ' in original ; L 21, "reyuiremenl"— govern' 

ment. 
f> »53» 1- 4» **pompi<ms**—see on p. 142, 1. 4; L 6 (from bottom), 'with* 

is misprinted 'hith* in the original; L 5 (from bottom), 

** Hemplocke" sic = hemlock. 

.. t55» I- 3» "#ir/wy5rK"= kindly. 

A. B. G. 
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XVIII. HENRY CROSSE. 

^^^ 4» and relative note. The celebrated *cup of water* vrill be found in 

Armin, £p. p. 140 1. i. ; and see DaiphanteSf p. 55. 
12, 1. 12, note — *to tornef* though archaic, seems right after all. 
25, margin. Hora ad iccium » Horatii Epistola ad Iccium. 
,, 28, 1, 24, *pedegranC Qu. podegrant, gouty? 

34, 1. 23 and note, *rehiHUd*^ rather = adhibited. 

35, margin (i), Aulus-bell, read * Aulus G^l[ius\J* 
42, L 9, ' Ycaras^ — read * Icarus J 

44, L 7 (from bottom), *vtUratUd,' C£ p. 51, L 2 (from bottom), 
' traded in wd doing. ' 

45, L 17, * addiium* — read *adiium,^ but it were endless to correct 
orthography in any language then. 

46, 1. 18, for 'mine* understand 'mindf* utfreq, 
51, L 19 and note, ^fuppofe^ — we would say 'suppoce himself.' Cf. 

Phil. i. i6y A. Version. 

61, L 5 (from foot). 'Kill,* Jamieson (s.v, Kyle) gives Icelandic *kyU^ 
aquae ductus, which seems to be very much the meaning here. 

63, L 14, * Needham eroffe,* Cf. "Come home by weeping-cross" (p. 
77, infra) is common, and Needham's shore is given in the 
dictionaries from Tnsser; margin, *Foggef*iL curious anticipa- 
tion of Dickens' nomenclature; last line, a proverb to be 
noted. 
,, 65, margin, for *fatitos* read */aiuis,^ 

68, margin, ^ exHfignations^* a word not known to the Editor. 

71, L 10, ' Cato,' Ought it not to be * MsopV (Aristot Rbet 2, 20) ; 
I. 20, * nickkcmnite.* Qnery, * inckhomniu* } 

71, margin, * on foothacke* ^ walking ; Scotice, 'Shank's naig.' 

73, 1. 10, * gramnuUice,* read * grammatici,* 

76, L 3, *rtrfenf'— qu. = 'caetera?' L 14, */emiiis erat* read * smilts 
oral* (Ovid. Pont. I., 4, 2) ; I. 20, *mememdran<e* read 
* rememiranee,* 

78, margin, '/alle* read 'f^-' 

79, L 6 (from foot). Tom Drum's entertainment. See Naret, t,v,t Drum. 
yide Stephen Gosson also (Arber's edn., p. ai-aa), "Plato, 
when be sawe the doctrine of these Teachers, neither lor 
profite necessary, nor to be wished for pleasure, gave them 
all Drumme's entertainment, nor sofiered them once to show 
their fiices in a reformed Conunon Wealth ; " L 5 (from foot), 
*iks Honureforos* Is the true reading— a rery fitvourite quo- 
tation contemporarily. 

80, 1. 7. The word 'Juflus* has dropped out aAer * fotti** 

(67) 
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164 Notes and Illustrations. 

Page 81, L 7, read '«»;a^' 
»• S5» L i^ *plmryui'' read *flmnsiti^\ plorisj often means idiat we 

would caEpiethon. 
„ 86^ L I9to ^pimgk/nra '— pbipie-wccs — fcr the ^>dlmg, cC 99, 17, 



„ UCmt fiae), ^Fiijmxt' read ^FUkamms.' Sir T. Biowne has a 
oniaB cha^iCei on dds wish in Fmigar Errmn (B. lii. dL 3). 

„ 9(^ L 17, *jf Cm^mrr.' Cnmst WKght have known a different imskm 
of the tfOfT from that whidi Sonthey has made fiunons. 
Xencz was Bidup Hatto^ see. 

^ 97. L 7 tnicm iwc>» aad noce. Crane might haTe defended himself by 

^■Qcag ^s Eag3sh Ptncr Book, **Theicfcre widi Angds 

ami ABdaage^* &s.— -mme the les is it er icai eo uv . 

.. » 1 «^ * i ii frM aiii i i > 'a« T iii . »ia 'l i j ;L 17, •>&BffA.' HaDiwen gives 

*>iJSr4^^ spec:, paosace : which saits hoe Tciy wefl. The 

r£ » dzdbc as 'pkiy,' still frmifiar. 

leai -Cieruff'; L SI, *AIU3C,*U, Aleamder. 
.. acs^ >9^ "aadi^ar. vcfT scaBjar to the paasi^ m Thmom ef Aihms i 

"'IHadk i3Ke a dsj wiA his emholled firoth," &c 
^ IQ|^ L iv ^ _TiM jmiaM". dK Wlnca m i te cc Mi e sp opfc^ to sancHwimnoHS, 
^ KS7^ L 1^ ""if ffiMTT parrrf flr-T^ ootnnlT skoold be tSmefs, 
^ 11^ 1 ^ *^ADafr *= i^ M i t r>aiM a v as the oaotezt shows : aoooffdii^ to 
dhewfteEiFnm:^ sense: IQ|, io€^io8»li5,il5,ii7,i27,i37; 
1 l^*, * Alvaoar'' can Wreoalj mean *aciars^ (histiiones). A 
)AanAeronCrasBerspanofoos9e;L 6 (from bottom), *wkdMer* 



.. Vll^ am^fOL -SKmmemn^^ rutf i w f km s (Latin), as mfrm^ p. 141, L 13. 
i Xuvttu ae ds aa ^e wit, *M tm k fmm} alwta^* diows the price 
cf .adsBBikm iffi!? ditafci e s at &e tim& 

«« i£& L IX * imilxnimi jmStemen,* €bt same phrase as in the address to 
h» ieCk«wnizamitxsts in ** Great s worth of Wit," which perhaps 
was ia Oasse*s saiai when he wrote thb paragraph. Compare 
^V remark as to the pu i ut) of Dramatists with what is said 
More efihe riches gaiMd by acton, p. 117. 

.. tzy L a (from foot), *km/e' read *kmn.* 

.. 124, L t^«^2^' read <a6»\ 

,, 115, L 14, <<For Satan finds some misdiicf stOI.'' &c 

., 127, L 4, Mfv4flte* read MrnUt.* 

„ iiS; L 2 (60m foot), •AM^*read'AMa«^* 

„ 135, L 22, '^aiMi* read 'atem*; 1. 23, for *€m$SM' read *casi4s,' 

„ I36» L 3, *Af*rtalL* Query */mm^fia/rf; I 90,*i^ waUr of/dfi-liyi^: 
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Notes and Illustrations. 165 

Is this an allusion to Ben Jonson's Cynthia's Rrvds: or the 
Fountain of Self 'Lave 1 
138, L 20, *Sarge^ read * Surge.* 

139* 1* 5> '^ the byting of the Afpicke, brings death as in a flomber, ye 
aflault thereof not being felt '— Cf. Antony and Cleopatra, V. ii. 
243, " the pretty worm of Nilus there that kills and pains not '* '> 
1. 9, '^f* read '«?.* 
„ 141, L 3, * habitacle* =^ rare word. 

142, 1. II, *Herculus' read * Hercules,* 

146, 1. 18, 'f/[j].* The *s* was not necessary. There seems no doubt that 
' f/ ' as a possessive pronoun is older than Uts,* which of course is 
very seldom found in writings as early as 1603. 
„ 147, L 25 and note, ^impregnable,* from the context seems rather to mean 
* unpregnani,* sterile. Cf. the case of other words in *ble* in 
this book ; e,g,, *tentible* and * audible* on p. 120. 
„ 148, L 4, for * endured* read * endued*! 

I49i !• 3i ^Poleman* Query * Solomon*} or perhaps the Pbtonic philo- 

sopher ' Polemon * ? 
153, L 12, ^ most what* — formed like * somewhat.* 
At p. 113 there seems to be a special allusion to certain plays on biblical subjects. 

The reference would fit Greene and Lodge's Looking Glass for 
London and England, and Greene's (lost) History of Job: and 
the representing of "the infirmities of holy men" points at 
Peele's David and Bethsabe. 
„ p. 115, the mention of Menander as "the first inventor of Comedies," does 

not give one a high idea of Crosse's erudition. 
„ p. 127, the estimate given of the number of those who "lived on their 

means " in London is curious. 
»» P- I37f Gentlemen are rated for keeping too many servants : it is much 
commoner to see them blamed for keeping too few ; the reason 
for both views being that serving-men's patronage was a prin- 
cipal support of the theatres and of the lighter literature of thcday. 
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164 Not€s and Illustratums. 

P^e Si, L 7, read 'om^JLu* 

85, L 14, 'fimrijud' read *plmriskd^i ploiisy often means what we 

woold caUpkUionL 
86^ L 19, ^plom^kfira '= fJagoe-foccs — for the spelling, cf. 99, 17, 

8S(lMt liae), *F9iwuxe^ read ^PkiUxemus,' Sir T. Browne has a 
anions chapter on this wish in Vulgar Errors (B. yii. ch, 3). 

89,1 II, ^/acie amd,^ Ux ' and' n»ii * oL' 

91, 1, 14, '/era/* read ^finUa: 

93, L 17, *€f C^mJUmee,* Crosse m^t have known a dififerent vei^on 
of the story firom that which Soathey has made fiunons. 
Mentz was Bishop Uatto's see. 

9S,L 12, 'acMrilikeagaldhorse.' HamUtt.vLZ' 

97, L 7 (from foot), and note. Crosse might have defended himself \j 
quoting the Fjiglish Pnyer Book, "Therefore with Angeb 
and Archangels," &c. — none the less is it erroneous, 
f. 99bL 16, 't7lte>tn>3/r'ahlamewoith7;L 17, '/Am^;;!.' Hamwellgiv^ 
*fifgke,* spoit, pleasure; which soits here very welL The 
same word no doobt as 'ploj,' still fiuniliar. 
„ 102, L JO^ ' CktriilMs* read ' Chniltu'; L 21, 'AlUx,* U, Alexander. 

103, L 19^ ^iathffffed^^ Jtjj similar to the passage in Tim^m of Athens : 
** Which once a day with his embofled froth," &c 

104, L 6^ ' Samtfimot^^ the snbstantiTe corresponding to sanctimcmwus* 
107, L 8-9^ * the dimers piirrijUrs* cert^nly should be dsmets. 
115, L 8^ '<i^|i[4^iJi/r'=^>ectators, as the context shows: according to 

the modem French sense: 104,106^108,113,115,117,127,137; 
L 17, *Ht/hnaMs* can here only mean * actors^ (histriones). A 
bhmderon Crosse's part ofconise; L 6 (from bottom), 'wJUtha^* 
ss which of the two. 

li(S^ margin, 'i^vaaMKM/r*=s instructions (Latin), as infra, p. 141, L 13. 
Opposite this in the text, *a twopenny alma, shows the price 
of admission into theatres at the time. 

117, L 10, •/Ytfjvrr'read ^ Ptayes^^ ^acopper4au gtniUinan^^9Xi2xXox, 

121, L 9 — qn. read ^ehtquwus^ ^ ^ohseqma^\ 
„ 122, L 12, ' Imckorotne gentlemen,* the same phrase as in the address to 
his fellow-dramatists in " Groat's worth of Wit," which perhaps 
was in Crosse*s mind when he wrote this paragraph. Compare 
the remark as to the poverty of Dramatists with what is said 
before of the riches gained by actors, pw 117. 

123, L 2 (from foot), ^houft^ read ^honre.* 

124, L 19, *0/Sa'ieMd 'Otia\ 
125, 1. 14, " For Satan finds some mischief still," &c 
127, 1 4, 'AreJkita'nad 'ArcJkia.* 
12^ L 2 (from foot), *Jkomfr' read 'Aonrt.* 
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If 13^ !• 3f '^fortalL ' Query ^Immartalt *f;l 20,'tAe water o/fei/e-toi-e. ' 
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